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Despite extraordinary economic growth and widespread 
improvements in well-being over recent decades, 
inequality remains high within and across countries.

Today, powerful economic, social and environmental 
forces are affecting inequality. The World Social Report 
2020 examines the impact of four such global trends: 
technological innovation, climate change, urbanization 
and international migration.

Rising inequality is not inevitable, according to the report. 
National policies and institutions can help ensure that 
the benefits of these global trends are broadly shared 
and their negative effects do not fall disproportionately 
on those who lack the resources to cope and recover. 

How these trends are addressed will largely determine 
the shape of our common future.


