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Progress in accelerating global actions for a world without poverty and 
implementation of the System-wide Plan of Action for the Third United Nations 
Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027): UNIDO, June 2019 

 

The United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) primary mandate is to promote inclusive 
and sustainable industrial development (ISID).  Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial Development (ISID) 
pursues the effective integration of the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable 
development and therefore directly contributes to the achievement of all Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and the 2030 Agenda principle that “no one will be left behind”.  SDG 9 on industry, innovation and 
infrastructure reiterates the relevance of ISID, the Lima Declaration1 and UNIDO’s mandate. 
 
UNIDO’s strategic priorities are (i) Creating shared prosperity; (ii) advancing economic competitiveness, (iii) 
safeguarding the environment, and (iv) strengthening knowledge and institutions.  
 
Out of the seven thematic policy areas in the United Nations System-wide Plan of Action for the Third United 
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027), UNIDO is among the many agencies contributing 
to three specific thematic policy areas: 
 

a) Human capability development: addressing the non-income forms of poverty; 
b) Reducing inequalities; 
c) Fighting poverty in fragile and humanitarian contexts.  

 
Industrial development is a vehicle for poverty reduction through the generation of income-earning 
opportunities for the poor.  Industrial development also has the propensity to provide spillover effects onto the 
non-income forms of poverty. This is aligned to the notion that transitioning towards more sustainable and 
resilient societies requires an integrated approach that recognizes that global development challenges and their 
solutions are interrelated (UN, 20182). 
 
Towards this end, industrial development provides opportunities for skill upgrading and offer higher 
employment security and benefits, particularly for women and young people, and hence play an important role 
in achieving SDG targets related to quality technical vocational education (SDG 4), economic productivity and 
decent work (SDG 8) and the reduction of inequalities (SDG 10).  UNIDO experience also shows that through 
the promotion and acceleration of ISID, it can complement and amplify urgent climate action through low-
emission climate-resilient industrial development pathways that enhance resilience and adaptive capacity to 
climate-related hazards and natural disasters (SDG 13). 
 
UNIDO interventions through the following contribute towards realizing the objectives of the Third United 
Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty (2018-2027).  
 
1) UNIDO Programmes for Country Partnership (PCPs) and Country Programmes (CPs) 
 
The Organization supports its member countries in advancing inclusive and sustainable industrial development, 
inter alia, through its Programmes for Country Partnership (PCPs) and Country Programmes (CPs).    The PCPs 
focuses on priority industrial sectors or areas essential to the country’s development agenda, in particular those 
with a strong potential for economic growth and job creation.  Founded on the strong leadership of the host 
government and multi-stakeholder partnerships, the PCPs build synergies to help attract public and private 
investment, with the aim of up-scaling impact. Through the PCP, UNIDO applies its convening role, advisory 
function and technical assistance to mobilize partners, expertise and resources towards the achievement of 
national development goals in industrial development.  PCP interventions can include trade capacity-building, 
agribusiness value chain development; sustainable energy, addressing climate change as well as promoting post-
crisis productive rehabilitation by raising skills for greater (self) employability and restoring productive 
capacities, reconstruction and sustainable livelihoods3. 
 

                                                             
1 Resolution of the General Conference, 15th Session in Lima, Peru in 2013, GC.15/Res.1  
2 United Nations (UN) (2018): The Sustainable Development Goals Report 2018. Available at 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/files/report/2018/TheSustainableDevelopmentGoalsReport2018-EN.pdf  
3 See https://www.unido.org/sites/default/files/files/2019-05/ISID_Newsletter_Issue31.pdf  
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UNIDO has expanded its PCP to 
all five geographical regions, 
covering both Middle-Income 
Countries (MICs) and Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs).  
As of April 2019, PCPs are being 
discussed and/or operationalized 
in Cambodia, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Kyrgyzstan, 
Morocco, Peru, Rwanda, Senegal 
and Zambia. 
 
Technical Cooperation 
Programmes 
In 2018, UNIDO technical 
cooperation implementation 
reached USD 190 million. 
Technical cooperation 
programmes in UNIDO can be 
implemented through the PCP 

and CP frameworks or as stand-alone projects and programmes.   In 2018, net voluntary contribution for 
UNIDO was USD 204.2 million for project implementation, with a total portfolio of projects estimated at USD 
576.7 million.  
Examples of interventions contributing to the objectives of the Third UN Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 
include: 
 

1) In the area of artisanal and small-scale gold mining (ASGM). This is a sector that employs 
approximately 15 million people in more than 70 countries, being present mainly in developing 
countries and economies in transition in Asia, Africa and Latin America.  As it often takes place in 
rural areas where no or limited employment opportunities exist, it is perceived as a critical source of 
subsistence and livelihood, making it an essential sector to contribute to poverty eradication.  UNIDO 
interventions support: 
 

a. Formalization of the ASGM: bringing ASGM into the formal economy as it facilitates a better 
management of the sector, maximizing the benefits and empowering the local communities, 
which overall lead to the creation of sustainable livelihoods. At the same time, it allows for  
better compliance with international and national laws and standards, preventing illegal 
activities and enabling better working conditions for the miners; 
 

b. Introduction of better technologies and practices: supporting increases in productivity and 
efficiency, higher gold recovery rates and therefore more profit for the miners, as well as 
improving the conditions for both human health and the environment; 
 

c. Development of a sustainable artisanal gold value chain: establishing a formal and integrated 
value chain, reducing the number of intermediaries and facilitating the access to international 
gold markets, increases the income perceived by the miners reducing poverty and building 
incentives to participate in the formal economy. 
 

2) Through the Technical Support Programme for SMEs of the Cosmetic Sector Quality Programme 
Safe+, the Agroindustrial Association of Casanare ASOCASANARE in Colombia has been able to 
obtain a license for forest  exploitation for the cosmetic industry (not for wood extraction) issued by 
Corporinoquia, environmental authority and administrator of natural resources from the region of the 
Orinoquia, Colombia.  Through specialized consultancies and training, the project has: 

a. Generated positive social impact in the community due to the identification of a new use of 
the oil extracted from the tree, generating income, and protecting the environment through 
good management of the trees.  
 

b. Through implementation of good harvest and post-harvest practices, contribute not only to the 
sustainable development goal of eradicating poverty (SDG 1), but also to preserve natural 

Example: UNIDO PCP in Ethiopia 
 
One of the most significant contributions of PCP Ethiopia has been to break 
the institutional divide hampering collective and coordinated action by 
establishing a commonly-owned platform that fosters greater synergy and 
complementarity.  The development partners in the Ethiopian PCP are brought 
together through a governance structure that includes a PCP national 
coordination body and an Inter-Ministerial Coordination Committee (IMC).  
The IMC meets regularly (every quarter) and provides the strategic oversight, 
policy advice and solution to challenges encountered during the 
implementation of the PCP.  State Ministers head Joint Steering Committees 
that are responsible for the oversight of the operations of the PCP undertaken 
by 4 tasks forces.   Key achievements include three integrated agro-industrial 
parks (IAIPs) which aim at creating 160,000 jobs by 2020, and the Modjo 
Leather City, an eco-friendly leather industry district to help boost exports. 
Technical and vocational education has been upgraded through the PCP 
framework, in addition to the strengthening of university-industry linkages.  
Working with UNDP, an entrepreneurship strategy is being developed, 
including the establishment of a SME Creative Hub.  
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resources (SDG 15), through the generation of new employment opportunities (SDG 8) both 
for women and men in vulnerable areas (SDG 5 & SDG 10) that help to reduce the quality and 
sustainability gaps (SDG 11). 
 

3) Through projects that support the development of value chain profiles, such as the sustainable 
development of the seaweed value chain in Indonesia, UNIDO intervention has supported 590 farmers 
to adopt improved farming practices. This has: 
 

a. Resulted in a 40% increase in productivity and a 25% reduction in production cost. As a 
result, total farmer profit has increased by 35%, roughly USD 1.8 million; this is the 
equivalent of an additional USD 250 per month of income for seaweed farmers who are often 
among the most vulnerable and economically disadvantaged communities in Indonesia. 
 

b. Improved the yield and quality of seaweed sold as raw material for industrial processing. 
 

c. Empowered female seaweed farmers by helping them create alternative sources of income. 
Around 150 women seaweed farmers have been trained in the processing, packaging and 
marketing of 17 seaweed-based foods such as seaweed noodles, juice, syrup and biscuits. 
 

4) UNIDO supports refugees, migrants, asylum seekers, women and youth, and other vulnerable groups 
through its work on training and education, value chains, technology transfer, and institutional 
capacity-building. As a result of these endeavours, UNIDO helps create new job opportunities and raise 
employability, improving social cohesion between displaced people and host communities. The conflict 
in the Syrian Arab Republic has displaced millions of people. Turkey has taken in around 3.5 million 
refugees, making it home to the largest number of Syrian refugees in the world. About 10 per cent of 
the refugees live in temporary protection centres across the country’s southern and south-eastern 
provinces.  UNIDO working with local partners provided refugees with skills for their full participation 
in society, helping them to build resilience, and contribute to social stability.   
 

a. In total, 1,153 people were taught how to operate a sewing machine and make patterns in on-
the-job training, giving them the opportunity to participate in the country’s $933 million 
garment business.  
 

b. Over a third of those also attended seminars on how to set up a business and obtain a work 
permit. All of the participants were registered in the employment pool, run by the Turkish 
Labour Agency in Kahramanmaras; this is an important step in finding a job.  
 

c. For sustainability, a train the trainers programme was put in place. Fashion shows held in 
Ankara and at the Kahramanmaras camp allowed participants to show their achievements 
since being forced to flee their country, restoring a sense of pride and dignity. 
 

5) As a key driver of employment and growth, entrepreneurship plays important role in sustainable 
development and poverty eradication. For individuals it creates an opportunity to apply their skills and 
knowledge. On a broader scale, it can help disadvantaged groups, such as women and youth, gain 
productive work.  Through the Entrepreneurship Curriculum Programme (ECP), national capacities are 
strengthened to support entrepreneurs and helps develop skills, opening opportunities for employment, 
especially among young women and men.  The programme introduces hands-on entrepreneurship 
curriculum into secondary schools and vocational colleagues to build young people’s business skills.   
 

3) Third Industrial Development Decade for Africa 2016-2025 (IDDA III) 
 
LDCs remain the weakest link in global economic development with less adaptive capacity and the largest 
numbers of people living in poverty.  UNIDO plays a central role in supporting economies, in particular in the 
Africa Region where majority of LDCs are located, along the path for sustainable development and poverty 
eradication as the lead implementing organization for the Third Industrial Development Decade for Africa 2016-
2025 (IDDA III) mandated by the UNGA  and its involvement in the Action Plan for Accelerated Industrial 
Development of Africa (AIDA), which seeks to mobilize financial and non-financial resources for the 
development in developing economies.  
 
UNIDO supports the formation of multi-stakeholder platforms and inter-institutional groups at multilateral, 
regional and bilateral levels, and partnership building for financial and non-financial resource mobilization in 
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view of accelerating Africa’s industrialization.  The implementation of our technical cooperation activities 
recognizes that women economic empowerment and gender equality as well as job creation for youth is an 
important prerequisite for poverty reduction and social inclusion. UNIDO implements industry-related targets 
contributing to poverty eradication through its field network.  The inclusion of SDG 9 and other economic 
development related goals in the United Nations Development Assistance Frameworks (UNDAF) pillars are 
well established in joint-programming with other UN sister agencies. UNIDO currently engages in the ongoing 
implementation of 33 joint-programmes with other UN entities in 29 countries whereas 33% of UNIDO’s 
ongoing joint-programmes are in LDCs. 
 

Supporting the Pharmaceuticals Industry in Developing Countries 

The development of high-quality local pharmaceutical manufacturing is now widely recognized as an important 
element in improving access to safe and affordable medicines in developing countries and LDCs. It can also 
contribute to establishing knowledge-based economies and to creating high-value jobs, both directly and through 
support for industries.  Since 2006, UNIDO has implemented a programme on this issue with the support of 
Germany. It has focused much of its work on countries and regions in Africa, and the industry is now identified as a 
priority under IDDA III. Its importance was highlighted in 2018, as Africa Industrialization Day focused on the 
pharmaceutical industry.  
 
To achieve health and industrial development benefits, the local industry must produce high-quality and affordable 
products. UNIDO takes a holistic approach to supporting industry, advising on the creation of a conducive 
environment in which these ends can be achieved.  UNIDO works closely with many partners, including the AUC, 
UNAIDS, and the World Health Organization. It also engages strongly with the private sector by supporting trade 
associations, and has been working with 120 companies to assess their compliance with quality standards and 
provide advice to them.  
 
Through a partnership with the West African Health Organization (WAHO), a framework for the ECOWAS region 
to guide the upgrading of manufacturing in a consistent fashion across the 15 Member States was validated in 2018.  
Given the wide-ranging benefits of the project, UNIDO aims to adopt a programmatic approach, enabling it to scale 
up activities, leverage its convening power, and deliver lasting progress to contribute to, inter alia, SDGs 3 and 9. 


