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Progress in accelerating global actions for a world without poverty and implementation of 
the System-wide Plan of Action for the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of 
Poverty (2018-2027): UNCTAD, June 2019 
 
UNCTAD’s work over the past decades has focused on building productive capacities and transforming economies to 
achieve sustained and inclusive development. Advancing economic structural transformation and cooperation to build 
economic resilience and address trade and development challenges and opportunities, at all levels, is at the core of 
UNCTAD’s research, technical assistance and consensus building. Within this framework UNCTAD has contributed 
to the effective implementation of and follow-up to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and relevant 
outcomes from global conferences and summits, in cooperation with member States and partner agencies within the 
UN-system.  
 
UNCTAD in collaboration with UN-DESA and other agencies, participated in the collective effort to develop the UN-
System-wide action plan for the Implementation of the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 
(2018–2027).  The document Implementation of the Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty 
(2018–2027):  Report of the Secretary-General (A/73/298) – see also GA resolution A/RES/72/233 – particularly 
reflects the importance of enhancing national productive capacities for job growth and poverty eradication.   
 
The work of UNCTAD has shown that many developing countries are characterized by structurally weak economies 
with limited productive capacities that constrain their ability to develop. Building a critical mass of viable and 
competitive productive capacity in agriculture, manufacturing and services is therefore essential if these countries are 
to achieve structural transformation and benefit from greater integration into the global economy, increase resilience 
to shocks, and sustain inclusive and equitable growth and poverty eradication. In this context, research and policy 
analysis on Trade and Poverty issues was conducted, particularly on the role of production structures for structural 
transformation and employment, on how trade could contribute in furthering the diversification process in African 
economies for poverty reduction, and on innovation, diversification for inclusive development in Africa.  
 
In 2018, UNCTAD collaborated with the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF) in the organization of the 5th 
Africa Think Tank Summit held in Accra, Ghana under the theme “Tackling Africa’s Youth Unemployment 
Challenge: Innovative Solutions from Think Tanks.” One of the central issues addressed at the Summit was how to 
design strategies to enhance the contribution of export diversification to employment creation and skills development 
in Africa, particularly the least developed countries. Concretely, the meeting led to the adoption of a Communique by 
African Think Tanks for presentation to the African Union Heads of State.  
 
UNCTAD has also paid attention to the special challenges faced by Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and 
their implications for poverty reduction. In 2018, UNCTAD prepared a study on export diversification in four Asian 
commodity-dependent landlocked developing countries: Bhutan, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, and Turkmenistan, which 
identifies sectors with new export potential as well as policies and measures that these countries can take to encourage 
export diversification.  Importantly, UNCTAD has developed a Productive Capacity Index (PCI), a conceptual and 
measurable indicator of productive capacities, with the aim to assist LLDCs and developing countries in general in 
devising evidence-based development strategies.  To validate the substantive work and build technical capacities in 
LLDCs, in 2018-2019 UNCTAD organized national workshops in Rwanda and in Lao PDR, as well as regional 
workshops in Botswana and Namibia.  Policymakers received training on the role played by productive capacities in 
sustainable development, and in identifying national priorities for policy-making.  The regional capacity-building 
workshops allowed policymakers and practitioners to share experiences and best practices in data collection, 
organization and validation for policymaking, and to review the methodology of the PCI, as well as the possible 
contribution of the index to evidence-based policy making, including tracking progress towards the Sustainable 
Development Goals.  
 
UNCTAD also contributes to the SDGs agenda through research and analysis on the trends and prospects in the world 
economy.  Research studies are undertaken on the requirements for successful development strategies, and on the debt 
and development financing problems of developing countries.  In terms of the UN System-wide Plan of Action for the 
Third United Nations Decade for the Eradication of Poverty, all these activities address the first thematic policy area, 
namely, “Structural transformation, productive employment and decent work in the context of a changing global 
scenario”.  The contribution to this key area is delivered through research and analysis mainly through the Trade and 
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Development Report, UNCTAD’s flagship annual report. The research recommendation and identified best-practices 
inform policy in all member-States, particularly in developing countries.  Currently, the technical assistance projects 
“Development policies for sustainable economic growth in Southern Africa” and “South-South Integration and the 
SDGs: Enhancing Structural Transformation in Key Partner Countries of the BRI” promote policies at the national, 
regional and international level that are conducive to stable economic growth, structural transformation and 
sustainable development.  
 
In recognition of the vital role of innovation in poverty reduction, UNCTAD has carried out substantive analytical and 
policy work on innovation approaches (i.e. pro-poor and inclusive innovation, grass-roots innovation, and social 
innovation) that respond to the needs of all people. These approaches have the potential to better address the needs, 
interests and perspectives of poorer, marginalized communities, as well as women and girls through involving them 
in mainstream technology development and innovation processes. Policy recommendations to encourage innovation 
were discussed at the twentieth session of the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, as well as 
at an event co-organized by UNCTAD and DESA at the General Assembly in October 2017. In relation to e-commerce 
and the digital economy, UNCTAD has deployed significant efforts to address the lack of readiness of many of the 
poorest developing countries to enable them to engage in and benefit from these technologies and help avoid widening 
digital divides and income inequalities. 
 
UNCTAD assists countries to develop implementation capacity for trade facilitation reforms. In 2018 UNCTAD’s 
work in support of national trade facilitation committees (NTFCs) and the delivery of national training workshops to 
NTFCs, concluded with the First African Forum for NTFCs in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in November. The assistance 
to NTFCs directly supports the compliance with the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation, as well as target 17 of 
Goal 17 on “effective public, public–private and civil society partnerships”. Since the launch of the UNCTAD 
Empowerment Programme for National Trade Facilitation Committees in 2016, extensive support has been provided 
to NTFCs of 22 countries, which will expand to at least other 13 countries. Our work reached more than 1,800 trade 
facilitation stakeholders, and one third of them women. A total of 93% of beneficiaries expressed that the programme 
had helped them improve their knowledge of trade facilitation and 82% of them felt in a better position to assume 
their roles as members of their national trade facilitation committee. 
 
In 2018, UNCTAD contributed significantly to advancing the sustainable transport agenda. Areas of focus included 
(i) the maritime transport sector by promoting blue growth, sustainable shipping and ports, and efficient port hinterland 
connections, and, (2) the transit transport corridors by promoting sustainable practices along such corridors.  
Importantly, UNCTAD has been nominated as the lead organization that would represent them at relevant 
deliberations under the global Sustainable Mobility for All (SuM4All) Initiative.  In parallel, UNCTAD disseminated 
various tools and instruments that had been developed under its technical assistance project on “Building Capacities 
of Developing Countries to Shift Towards Sustainable Freight Transport”. These include: a methodology to assess 
gaps and strengthen the capacity to design, develop, and implement Sustainable Freight Transport and Finance 
strategies (UNCTAD Sustainable Freight Transport Framework); a training and capacity building package that 
encompasses training modules, case studies, compilation of good practices and useful knowledge products and 
resources; and, a web portal facilitating information sharing and partnership-building.  
 
Concrete examples where UNCTAD assistance and tools have been deployed and resulting in tangible outcomes 
include capacity building activities delivered in Kenya and Tanzania to the benefit of the members and stakeholders 
of the East African Northern and Central Corridors as well as in the Caribbean Small Islands Developing States 
(SIDS).  UNCTAD successfully strengthened the capacity of policy makers, transport planners and transport 
infrastructure managers in SIDS to understand climate change impacts on coastal transport infrastructure, in particular 
seaports and airports, and take appropriate adaptation response measures. Key project outcomes include the 
assessment of potential vulnerabilities to climate variability and change in Jamaica and Saint Lucia, under different 
climate scenarios, as well as a transferable methodology to assist in adaptation planning.  
 
UNCTAD’s research and analysis in the field of transport and trade logistics supports the formulation of informed 
policies and decision affecting national transportation systems. With over 80 per cent of world trade by volume being 
seaborne, and with developing countries accounting for more than 60 per cent of world cargo loaded and unloaded in 
ports worldwide, building capacity in maritime transport is a developmental imperative.  The annual Review of 
Maritime Transport (RMT) which celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2018, disseminates relevant insights, data and 
policy guidance to help countries ensure that their maritime transportation systems are effectively enabling their 
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growth and sustainable development. Included in the RMT, and generated in its 15th year, is the UNCTAD Liner 
Shipping Connectivity Index (LSCI) which has become a globally recognized indicator of a country’s access to global 
container transport networks. Feedback received from various member country groupings and readership highlighted 
their continued appreciation for UNCTAD’s role in international trade and its transport. 
 

UNCTAD’s work programme presents a comprehensive and interlinked package that seeks to unlock 
investment for development.  First, through its World Investment Report (WIR), UNCTAD publishes annual FDI data 
and trends analysis, which is indispensable for effective policy formulation to attract investment for development and 
poverty reduction. More than 150 countries have used its recommendations to formulate policies and mobilizes 
resources line with sustainable development objectives, contributing to the achievement of SDG 1 and its targets. 
Second, UNCTAD conducts diagnostic studies of the legal, regulatory, institutional and operational environment for 
investment through its systematic Investment Policy Reviews (IPRs) to support developing countries in their efforts 
to diversify their economies, attract higher levels of FDI and promote sustainable development, based on pro-poor and 
gender-sensitive development strategies, to support accelerated investment in poverty eradication actions. A high 
proportion of beneficiary countries are LDCs, with 18 of the 42 completed IPRs prepared for LDCs.  Third, in the 
absence of a formal supranational body governing international investment, UNCTAD backstops global engagement 
on international investment agreements (IIAs) and supports ongoing intergovernmental efforts to strengthen the 
sustainable development dimension of investment treaties. UNCTAD tools have been instrumental in the reform drive 
and are largely shaping the ongoing evolution of a new generation of investment treaties helping countries to factor in 
development objectives in rulemaking. To date 60 countries have used UNCTAD IIA reform tools to draft model or 
real word investment treaties. Finally, UNCTAD harnesses entrepreneurship development as means to address 
challenges of youth unemployment, migration, women empowerment, low economic activity in rural and peri-urban 
areas, and other social challenges in many countries. UNCTAD has developed several policy guides targeted at special 
groups, for instance, in 2018, in collaboration with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the Policy Guide on Entrepreneurship for Migrants and 
Refugees was developed. The guide offers practical guidance to host countries, development and humanitarian partners 
on how to best ensure that refugees and migrants use their skills and abilities to build their livelihoods while 
contributing to host communities and economies. The policy-related aspect is buttressed with on-the-ground 
entrepreneurship training through the flagship Empretec programme. In 30 years of operation, the programme has 
delivered 10,000 training workshops to more than 400,000 entrepreneurs. 
 


