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● Public Health

● Housing Affordability

● Domestic Violence

● Mental Illness

● Substance Misuse

● Urbanization

● Racial and Gender 

Discrimination

● Unemployment

Homelessness is a complex issue, 
sitting at the intersection of: 



● Security – legal title, ability to 

pay rent, etc.

● Physical – durability, 

protection, etc. 

● Human– social, family life, 

safety, etc. 

In order to effectively address 
homelessness, we must define it. 

A person lacks adequate housing if 
any of three domains are violated: 





In order to tackle it globally we need to define it

And count it across all nations 
MEASUREMENT – NUMBERS 



The Bathtub

Switch off the taps: 
prevent homelessness. 
Stop the reasons why 
people become homeless. 

Deal with the immediate 
problem: the overflowing 
water and on the floor. 
Deal with those on the 
streets and stuck in a 
system. 

Make sure it flows away 
properly: sort the 
homelessness system out 
long term. 



Effective Principles

Strong leadership
at all levels

Focus on the
most vulnerable

Effective and
assertive outreach

Address inflow as well 
as outflow

Count and/ or 
measure 
homelessness based 
on definition. 
Information is vital 

A strong lobbying 
and advocacy 
strategy


