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1. MAIN AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE 
DEVELOPMENT AND EVIDENCE IN SPORT FOR 

PEACE BUILDING 

¡ A- from the application of peace building and conflict
resolution approaches to the sports arena:

• Galtung’s 3Rs approach to peace (Reconstruction/
Reconciliation/Resolution

• Lederach’s web-making in peace building

¡ B- from exploring the role of sport as a tool for 
advancing peace at the individual, communal, 
national and international level

¡ C- from case studies (involving diverse geographical 
regions, themes, organizations, etc.)



1. MAIN AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE 
DEVELOPMENT AND EVIDENCE IN SPORT FOR 

PEACE BUILDING

¡ B. Exploring the role of sport as a tool for advancing 
peace at the:

¡ individual level: empowering individuals

¡ communal level: bridging relationships across groups 
and communities 

¡ national level: complementing broader peace 
building efforts

¡ international level: sport diplomacy
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DEVELOPMENT AND EVIDENCE IN SPORT FOR 

PEACE BUILDING

¡ C. Case studies:

¡ comprise much of the research on sport for 
development and peace and formulate a wide array 
of variables for examination (specific sports, 
children, women, etc.) and levels of analysis (local, 
regional, etc.). Schnitzer et al. (2012) 

¡ Schnitzer,  Marcy,  Max Stephenson Jr. ,  Laura Zanotti and Yannis Stivachtis.  
2012. “Theoriz ing the Role of Sport for Development and Peacebuilding.” 
Spor t in Society:  Cultures,  Commerce, Media,  Pol it ics 16,5 (June 2012):  
595–610. 



2. CASE STUDY ON SPORT AND PEACE 
BUILDING COLOMBIA AND NORTHERN 

IRELAND 

¡ Motivation: lack of cross-regional comparative studies; 
upsurge in programs and interventions claiming to use 
sport for peace building purposes 

¡ Aim: identify some of the contributions that sport has 
made to advancing peace within the conflict context of 
COL and NI; draw lessons that be applicable to other 
regions; inform global SDP 

¡ Local and international NGOs, national government, sport 
federations, private sector, academic institutions, 
international organizations and SDP practitioners 



2. CASE STUDY ON SPORT AND PEACE 
BUILDING COLOMBIA AND NORTHERN 

IRELAND: LESSONS 

¡ 1: The role of sport within the conflict context
¡ The perception and actual contribution of how sport can 

advance peace is contextual in nature; it is inherently tied to 
the particular social and political dynamics of the places 
where sport-for-peace activity takes place

¡ Northern Ireland: 1)fostering contact among Protestants and 
Catholics; 2) promoting intercultural awareness and 
understanding 

¡ Colombia :  1) providing a safe space for at-risk children and 
youth; 2) teaching abilities and skills that would allow them to 
make proper decisions if (or when) they face recruitment by 
illegal armed forces (or criminal networks); 3) helping youth 
build a life plan; 4) creating jobs and related economic 
opportunities; 5) promoting social inclusion
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IRELAND: LESSONS 

¡ 2: Sport as a mobilizer of communities

¡ Sport has to some extent provided the energy, innovation and 
passion that is usually absent in the formalized processes of 
political peace-building
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BUILDING COLOMBIA AND NORTHERN 

IRELAND: LESSONS 

¡ 3: Policy Making 

¡ The momentum and attention that sport generates in 
development and peace work, needs to be sustained with 
policy reform on the social role of sport in order to create a 
long-lasting effect 

¡ Northern Ireland: the complexities of a divided political context 
may constraint the role sport as a peace tool due to the lack of 
policy development on this front 

¡ Colombia :  currently, the implementation of policy has been slow
(opportunities in post-conflict implementation)

¡ Recommendation: regional and global cooperation
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¡ 4: Some limitations of sport in peace work

¡ In spite of the role that sport has played in mobilizing civil 
society and in addressing issues affecting both Colombia and 
Northern Ireland, there is no indication, however, that sport 
has in any significant way engaged with the sources of 
structural violence in either case, or fruitfully addressed the 
root causes of the conflict

¡ Recommendation: sport should not be conceived as a holistic 
peace-building strategy

¡ Academic and research institutions may support evaluation by 
developing rigorous M&E systems in conjunction with NGO and 
stakeholders



3. RESOURCE MOBILIZATION: LESSONS 

¡ 5: There is a gap between global SDP and some regions like 
Latin America 

¡ Think about resource mobilization not just in financial terms, 
but also in terms of logistical and technical support, as well 
as knowledge transfer and capacity building, all of which help 
to advance the mission of organizations in the SDP field

¡ Sportanddev

¡ Recommendation: Developing the SDP sector at the 
national/regional level is key. This can take place through the 
active engagement of local stakeholders, as well as through the 
constant exchange of knowledge and experience between regions 
and global SDP



3. RESOURCE MOBILIZATION: ACTIONS IN LAC: 
SPECIAL ISSUE ON SDP IN LAC – JOURNAL OF 

SPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT 



3. RESOURCE MOBILIZATION: ACTIONS IN LAC: ONLINE 
PLATFORM ON SDP – PLATAFORMA DEPORTE, 

DESARROLLO Y PAZ
HTTP://DEPORTEDESARROLLOYPAZ.ORG

http://deportedesarrolloypaz.org/
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