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• Sources of long-run distributional data

Household survey data (income, consumption)

− National data

− Harmonized collections:
• Povcal
• LIS
• SEDLAC
• EU-SILC
• ‘All the Ginis’
• WIID/SWIID

Some more ‘harmonized’ than others!



• Povcal

Source: Povcal, April 2018

Gini index, around 2015



• Global trend

Source: Reformatted from World Bank 2016



• Regional trends



• Global inequality

Source: Reformatted from World Bank 2016

Decomposition of global inequality between and within countries, 1988–2013



• Top incomes



• Top incomes

Income share of top 1 % vs Gini index

Source: Top income shares: World Inequality Database. Gini: PovcalNet (Russia & Brazil); LIS Key Figures (UK); Bourguignon 2016 (world).



• Absolute differences

Source: Lakner and Milanovic 2016.

Relative and absolute income increases across the global distribution, 1988–2008



• Absolute differences



• Absolute differences



• Extreme absolute poverty



• No single ‘story’

Change in Gini index, 2005-2015 (Povcal)

Source: PovcalNet, April 2018



• No single ‘story’

Gini index of disposable household income in Latin American countries (SEDLAC)

Source: SEDLAC



• Global inequality



• Conclusions

− To say something global => comparability issues

− Missing top incomes from survey data 

− Within-country inequality ‘small’ in context of global inequality
…. but increasingly less so!

− Different metrics => different perspectives
• Top incomes shares
• Absolute differences
• Extreme poverty

− Large degree of heterogeneity between countries:

‘Globalization’ doesn’t cut it

=> National policy counts 
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