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TOPIC: Farmers of the future: Building resilience in rural areas  

FORMAT: Moderated panel discussion followed by Q&A session 

CONCEPT: 

The 2030 Agenda recognizes the inter linkages among supporting sustainable agriculture, 

empowering small farmers, ending rural poverty and ensuring social inclusion and healthy lifestyles. 

Extreme poverty and hunger are predominantly rural, with smallholder farmers and their families 

making up a very sizable proportion of the poor and hungry. 

Thus, eradicating poverty and hunger are integrally linked to boosting food production, agricultural 

productivity and rural incomes. Building resilience of local food systems will be critical to averting 

large-scale future shortages and to ensuring food security and good nutrition for all.   

There are many elements of traditional farmer knowledge that, enriched by the latest scientific 

knowledge, can support productive food systems through sound and sustainable soil, land, water, 

nutrient and pest management. Therefore, transferring this knowledge to the new generation of 

farmers is an important task that requires the combined efforts of policy makers and the private sector. 

Sustainable agricultural practices and food systems, must be pursued from a holistic and integrated 

perspective that considers both the needs of farmers and their families, and the consumers of their 

goods. Providing equal opportunities to rural communities, not only fosters social inclusion, but is also 

instrumental in reducing the widening gap between urban and rural areas. 

The expected outcome of this event is to encourage multi-stakeholder partnerships in the field of 

agriculture to positively impact the wellbeing of vulnerable communities living in rural areas and 

contribute to poverty eradication.  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:  

What needs to be done to ensure that technological innovation is an empowering tool for farmers 

instead of additional competition? How can vulnerable groups in rural areas benefit from smart 

farming? 

How do cooperative enterprises help to eradicate poverty and promote prosperity? 

What can governments, civil society, and the UN system do to better support the needs of farmers 

and cooperatives in their pursuit of better practices and resilient communities?
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