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Dear moderator,  
Distinguished panelists, 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Thank you all for accompanying us today. It is an honor to have co-organized 
this Global Forum with the Permanent Missions of Hungary, Liberia, and 
Singapore, and the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs.  
 
My gratitude goes to our expert panelists. I am very pleased that this Forum is 
taking place, and that we can count on the participation of outstanding leaders 
from many fields, who share a common preoccupation for the rights of persons 
with disabilities, their well-being, and their active, equal, inclusive and 
sustainable participation in our communities. 
 
In my current capacity as Minister of Foreign Affairs and Human Mobility, as 
well as previous positions as Permanent Representative of Ecuador to the 
United Nations, President of the Conference of States Parties to the Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and former Chair of the Ad-Hoc 
Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, I recognize this Global 
Forum as another timely and significant initiative of the international community 
towards the realization of universal human rights and the inclusion of persons 
with disabilities in the global agenda, in particular in the face of the current 
humanitarian and economic situation derived from the pandemic. 
 
Indeed, we are facing a global matter that demands our collective efforts. With 
the overall number of COVID-19 cases about to reach the twenty million mark, 
health systems all over the world have been put to the test. Most of all, the 
pandemic has highlighted the vulnerability of certain groups, in particular 



	

persons with disabilities, who suffer disproportionately from the current crisis 
and other compounded factors. 
 
Disability is not a risk factor for contracting coronavirus. Yet, persons with 
disabilities face a higher risk of contagion, they confront the disruption of 
essential and support services, and they may meet exacerbated risk situations. 
Furthermore, with the closure of educational institutes, young persons with 
disabilities have been particularly hit hard, forced to the confinement of their 
homes, and experiencing isolation and loneliness.  
 
For these reasons, the Government of Ecuador has been permanently active to 
respond comprehensively to the specific needs of persons with disabilities. 
Measures taken have been set out in three lines of action that include 
preventive information and care guides for persons with disabilities, cash 
transfers, and comprehensive well-being measures in the areas of health, 
employment, education and food security. 
 
At the multilateral level, along with another 145 Member States, we strongly 
supported the Secretary-General’s Policy Brief: “A Disability-Inclusive Response 
to COVID-19”, issued in early May. The four recommendations outlined by the 
Secretary-General in this document, aimed at “building back better” societies 
that are stronger and more inclusive, accessible and sustainable for all persons 
with disabilities, will guide our conversation today.  
 
Our distinguished panelists will address how the pandemic has highlighted the 
vulnerability of persons with disabilities and impacted their life, but more 
importantly, they will share with all of us good practices and experiences in the 
four overarching areas of action, mainly: mainstreaming disability in all COVID-
19 response and recovery; accessibility of information, facilities, services and 
programmes; meaningful consultation and active participation of persons with 
disabilities and their representative organizations; and the establishment of 
accountability mechanisms to ensure disability inclusion in the COVID-19 
response.  
 
Dear friends, 
 
We must ensure the inclusion and access of persons with disabilities to health 
services, on an equal basis with others, including medicines, vaccines and 
medical equipment, as well to critical information that is available in accessible 
formats. Moreover, the meaningful consultation and active participation of 



	

persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in all stages of 
the COVID-19 response and recovery are an imperative, among many other 
measures that put persons with disabilities at the center of our efforts. 
 
As I have stated before, every crisis can also become an opportunity. It is up to 
all of us to make sure that the world will emerge from this pandemic a more 
equitable and humanistic place, and ready to prove that a health emergency 
can be translated into enormous support for social issues and the protection 
and promotion of human rights, with special emphasis on persons with 
disabilities. 
 
I wish all participants a successful event today. I congratulate you all for your 
endeavors and sensitivity on the issues at hand. We all look forward to hearing from 
our panelists, with the aspiration that their contributions and experience may 
enlighten us at this very difficult moment for humanity. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 
 
 


