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International Day of Cooperatives 2022

The Role of Cooperatives in Accelerating Progress to Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals

Thursday 7" July; 08:00 am — 09:30 am (NYT)

CR. 11, United Nations Headquarters New York

The International Day of Cooperatives 2022 is being celebrated under the theme, “Cooperatives Build a
Better World.” The theme recognizes that the current predominant economic model will not achieve the
sustainable development goals. The United Nations Secretary General has repeatedly warned that the
world is at an inflection point in history and the choices we make today can either lead to a breakdown of
the global order, or a breakthrough for sustainable development?.

The Committee for the Promotion and Advancement of Cooperatives (COPAC), in collaboration with the
Permanent Mission of Mongolia to the United Nations, is holding an International Day commemorative
event as part of the Voluntary National Review (VNR) Labs organized by the United Nations Department
of Economic and Social Affairs. The event will focus on the contribution of cooperatives to the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. It will provide an opportunity for Member States to share good
practices and present their national action plans in support of cooperatives to advance the Sustainable
Development Goals. Countries that have included cooperatives in their VNRs will lead the discussions.

This year’s commemoration also coincides with the 100" anniversary of the International Day of
Cooperatives, and the 10" anniversary of the UN International Year of Cooperatives.

Objectives

The event will underscore the contributions of cooperatives to resolving the major problems addressed
by the United Nations and to strengthening and extending the partnerships between the international
cooperative movement and other actors. Broad consultations and multi-stakeholder participation are
recognized as key conditions for a successful VNR process and critical in ensuring the implementation of
plans after the VNRs presentation. Inclusiveness in VNRs is essential to the principles of leaving no one
behind and integrated implementation of the SDGs. Inclusive processes empower citizens and build the
capacities of civil society to take ownership and contribute to the review process.

1 Our Common Agenda




Cooperatives represent at least 12% of people on earth who are members of any of the 3 million
cooperatives worldwide. They play an important role in addressing the needs of their members and
communities and in the process, they contribute towards the implementation of the SDGs. Therefore, it
is important for the governments to include cooperatives in the VNRs consultations processes and
recognize their effective contribution toward the implementation of the 2030 Agenda and their role in
economic development at national level.

Therefore, the event aims to facilitate cross-regional learning of innovative approaches and examples of
how inclusive stakeholder engagement in the VNR process can accelerate implementation of the 2030
Agenda at the country and regional levels. Drawing on examples from the regions, it will illustrate how
inclusive VNRs can be instrumental in maintaining and increasing the level of ambition in VNRs reporting,
heightening the impact of the VNRs, and supporting inclusive and sustainable recovery from the COVID-
19 crisis.

Representatives of VNR participating countries, regional organizations and other stakeholders will be
invited to exchange experiences and best practices and how they involve different stakeholders including
cooperatives in the VNR consultation processes. In doing so, they will demonstrate how efforts to bring
countries together at the regional level have been useful and will continue to be relevant in the context
of the Decade of Action for Sustainable Development.



Draft Programme

08:00

08:20

08:50

09:25

Opening Segment (20 minutes): Moderator Ms. Daniela Bas, Director, Division for Inclusive Social
Development, UNDESA

Remarks by H.E. Vorshilov Enkhbold, Permanent Representative of Mongolia to the United
Nations — (7 minutes).

Remarks by Ms Maravillas Espin Sdez, Director General for Social Economy and Business
Social Responsibility, Ministry of Labour and Social Economy, Spain - (7 minutes).

Main Presentations (30 minutes): Moderator Mr. Wolfgang Schiefer, Senior Coordinator on
Sustainable Development, International Labour Organisation

4.

Remarks by a representative of Argentina (tbc) — (7 minutes)

Remarks by H.E. Kaoru Magosaki, Minister and Head of Social Section, Permanent Mission of
Japan — (7 minutes)

Remarks by Mrs. Sahouda Gbadamassi-Mivedor, Managing Director of the Youth Economic
Initiatives Support Fund (FAIEJ-Togo) — (7 minutes)

Remarks by Mr ifigo Albizuri, representative of Mondagron Cooperative, Spain (7 minutes)

Interactive Discussion: (30 minutes) Moderator Mr. Stefanos Fotiou, Director, Office of the
Sustainable Development Goals, Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations

Presentation by Mr Bruno Roelants, Director-General, International Cooperative Alliance — (5
Minutes)

Remarks by Ms. Valeria Roach, Executive Vice President, National Cooperative Business
Council-Clusa (5 Minutes)

Brief remarks by Cooperatives and other participants

Conclusion by ITC



