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Good Evening Ladies and Gentlemen 
 
For Asha Singh (Guyana), also a United Nations – Nippon Fellow and I, our 
participation in the International Ocean Institute (IOI) Training Programme in 
Ocean Governance (2008) is a bit unique because we did not come to Canada 
for it.  

 
We came for another programme, the United Nations Nippon Foundation 
Fellowship Programme, with which Dalhousie University (Asha’s host 
institution) and St. Mary’s University (my host) are partners, and to which the 
International Ocean Institute generously contributes our participation in their 
prestigious annual training programme. 

 
Our participation in this Programme would not be possible without the help of 
many people and so we felt compelled to acknowledge our unconventional path 
to IOI 2008. 
 
Firstly, we want to deeply and wholeheartedly thank Dr. Francois Bailet: you 
sowed the seeds and initiated the journey for us. 
  
Mr. Micheal Butler, Ms. Madeleine Coffen Smout and Ms. Jennifer Barr for 
accepting us into the Programme and always lending a listening ear to us. 
  
Then, as we embarked on our 2-month journey, friends were made with 16 
others participants, and during the course of time, many laughs and fun 
moments were shared. These are memories that no paparazzi can capture. 
 
During our day to day work, Sarah never failed to lend a helping hand to us, 
Sarah you are indeed a beautiful spirit. 
 
To all the lecturers, thank you. 
 
Dr. Brown, we feel privileged to be part of your troop but moreso your 
company, we will truly miss you. 
 
If we forgot anyone just know it is not intentional. 
 
IOI, Mike and company we are humbled by your gesture and for this we 
remain forever grateful to you all for allowing us to be part of class of 2008. 

 
Thank you 


