
 

 
Regular process for global reporting and assessment of the state of 

the marine environment, including socio-economic aspects 
 

 

Criteria for the appointment of experts 
 
 

1. A pool of experts will be appointed by States, through the regional groups, to support 
the work of the Group of Experts in the preparation of the first global integrated marine 
assessment. 

2.  Where the Group of Experts does not designate one of its own members to draft a 
working paper or draft chapter for the assessment, it will invite selected members of the pool 
of experts to contribute to drafting working papers and draft chapters. Other members of the 
pool of experts with relevant expertise will be invited to comment on the drafts and may be 
invited to participate in the drafting. 

3.  When the draft of the first global integrated marine assessment is submitted for 
review, a panel of peer reviewers will be appointed by States, through the regional groups, to 
review and comment on the draft. The members of the panel of peer reviewers should not 
previously have been involved in the preparation of working papers or draft chapters. The 
panel of peer reviewers will work in parallel with the review of the draft by States and 
intergovernmental organizations. 

4.  The following criteria should apply to all individuals nominated by States to the 
Group of Experts, the pool of experts or the panel of peer reviewers: 

 (a) Internationally recognized expertise, to be demonstrated by one or more of the 
following: 

(i) A record of scientific publications on the relevant issues, preferably in peer-
reviewed publications; 

(ii) Experience at a high level in global, regional or national assessments relating to 
the marine environment and other relevant areas, including socioeconomic aspects; 

(iii) Experience at a high level in the design and management of other major global, 
regional or national initiatives in marine science, assessment, environmental 
protection, maritime transport, coastal management, fisheries management, or other 
similar functions related to the marine environment and other relevant areas, 
including socio-economic aspects; 

(iv) For experts from regions where there is as yet a relative paucity of scientific 
observation and monitoring data, a recognized status in traditional knowledge of, or 
in observing, the marine environment of their area; 

 (b) Demonstrated effective participation in international processes relevant to the 
marine environment or integrated assessment and other relevant areas, including socio-
economic aspects; and 

 (c) The ability to serve in an independent, individual capacity. 

5.  In the allocation of members of the pool of experts to the various tasks, the following 
will be considered: 

 (a) Those invited to contribute to drafting a working paper or draft chapter should 
have a demonstrated ability to write clearly and concisely on their subject; 



 (b) Material from those invited to contribute to drafting a working paper or draft 
chapter should be submitted in one of the official languages of the United Nations. 

In addition, members of the panel of peer reviewers will be responsible for working according 
to the needs of the Group of Experts. 

6.  The appointments to the pool of experts and the panel of peer reviewers and the 
allocation of tasks to members of the pool of experts should reflect the principle of adherence 
to equitable geographical representation in all activities of the Regular Process, and have due 
regard to a desirable balance between the genders. 

7.  The selection of members of the pool of experts to draft, or to comment on, an issue 
should ensure that all disciplines relevant to an integrated assessment of that issue are 
included. 

8.  Experts should be given sufficient time to make the contributions to the Regular 
Process that their roles will require. 

 

 


