
 

REGULAR PROCESS
FOR GLOBAL REPORTING AND ASSESSMENT OF THE 
STATE OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT, INCLUDING 

SOCIO-ECONOMIC ASPECTS

  Include assessment of the in uence of land-based 
activities on the marine environment;

  Identify the linkages between human well-being 
and marine environmental changes, including 
those resulting from human impacts, such as 
the e ects of climate change foreseen by the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change;

  Organize, analyze, and communicate this 
information;

  Create a framework to assist regional and 
specialized assessment processes to improve data 
collection and analysis;

  Strengthen networking and capacity-building 
within and between regions; and

  Promote capacity-building and transfer of 
technology, including marine technology for 
developing and other States, in accordance with 
accepted international rules;

A successful outcome to the rst cycle of Regular 
Process could help:

 Policy-makers and other stakeholders make 
informed choices;

 

UNITED NATIONS

 C omp e te nt  re g i on a l  i nte rgove r nm e nt a l 
organizations to recognize linkages between the 
challenges that they face, so that issues of common 
concern can be tackled in a coordinated way.

  States and competent regional and international 
organizations to respond appropriately; and

– CALL FOR EXPERTS –
The Group of Experts of the Regular Process has 
estimated that between 1500 and 2000 experts will be 
needed to conduct the assessment and the subsequent 
peer review properly.  The legitimacy, relevance and 
credibility of the Regular Process will ultimately depend 
on the involvement of scientists and experts from all 
relevant disciplines from all over the world.  

The Criteria for the appointment of experts to the pool 
of experts and the panel of peer reviewers is available as 
Annex I, in A/66/189 at http://ods.un.org/.  Paragraphs 1 
and 3 of the Criteria provide that the pool of experts and 
the panel of peer reviewers will be appointed by Member 
States, through the regional groups, to support the work 
of the Group of Experts in the preparation of the first 
global integrated marine assessment and to review and 
comment on the draft, respectively.  Paragraph 6 of the 
Criteria provides that appointments to the pool of experts 
and the panel of peer reviewers and the allocation of 
tasks to the members of the pool of experts should reflect 
the principle of adherence to equitable geographical 
representation in all activities of the Regular Process, and 
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The regional groups have been requested to initiate 
consultations with Member States with a view to 
finalizing the appointment process for the pool of experts 
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Experts with appropriate qualifications are urged to 
become engaged in this ongoing process.  Individuals 
wishing to be appointed to the pool of experts or the panel 
of peer reviewers should contact their Governments in 
order to obtain the necessary nomination, in accordance 
with the above-mentioned Criteria.  

For further information on the Criteria for appointment 
of experts and to obtain a copy of the personal history 
form for the nomination of individual experts, see 
http://www.un.org/Depts/los/global_reporting/global_
reporting.htm.



 Nations has been 
designated as the secretariat of the Regular  Process.  

by the United Nations Environment Programme, the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission of the United Nations 

Cultural Organization, the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 

Maritime Organization and other 
United Nations specialised agencies.

A Group of Experts of the Regular Process has been set 
up to carry out the assessments within the framework 
of the Regular Process.  It contains up to 25 members 

drawn equally from, and appointed through, the 

economic and social, relevant to carrying out the 
assessments.

In addition, a much larger pool of experts will need 
to be established to assist the Group of Experts in 

peer-review to ensure the high quality of the outputs.  

of the United Nations, through the regional groups, 

geographical representation and having due regard 
to a desirable balance between genders.

role in ocean governance and policy development.  In this 

understanding to inform and improve decisions on how 
to manage human pressures on the oceans.  

Following a recommendation of the 2002 World Summit 
on Sustainable Development, the General Assembly 
decided to establish a regular process for global reporting 
and assessment of the state of the marine environment, 
including socio-economic aspects (the “Regular Process”) 

Regular Process is the 1982 United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which establishes an 
international legal regime for the world’s oceans and seas.  

 to 2014) 

assessment of the world’s oceans and seas, including 
socio-economic aspects.  It will coincide with the 
next review by the Commission on Sustainable 
Development of the theme “Oceans and seas”.  

To this end, the General Assembly has created 
an Ad Hoc Working Group of the Whole, 

and Observers of the United Nations, relevant 
intergovernmental organizations and non-
governmental organizations and relevant 

in Agenda 21.

The ,

WHAT WILL THE REGULAR

PROCESS DELIVER?

Regional marine environmental assessments have 
lacked the context of a global overview of the state of 
the oceans, and have not always assessed either the 

full range of human activities that impact, 
or depend on, ocean resources, or changes 
in the provision of ocean ecosystem goods 

been highly variable.  

at both the current state of the marine environment and 
foreseeable developments, building on existing regional 

global marine assessment will:

  Provide decision-makers with accurate and timely 
information at the global level on the state of all 
aspects of the marine environment, based on the 

  Develop techniques for 
integrated assessment of 
ocean processes, sectors 
of human activities and 
marine species and 
habitats, including the 
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