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PERMANENT MISSION OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Tel: (212) 986-7040 630 THIRD AVENUE (20TH FLOOR)
Fax: (212) 986-1838 (21 2) 963-5847 NEW YORK, N.Y. 10017

E-Mail: SLPMNY @ aol.com
My No. LEG/UN/39

The Permanent Mission of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka to the
United Nations presents its compliments to the United Nations Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea and has the honour to refer to the latter’s Note No.
DOALOS-08-00075 of 29 January 2008.

As requested in the Note, the Permanent Mission.is pleased to attach hereto,
information relating to assistance available to, and measures that may be taken by, S
Lanka to realize benefits of sustainable and effective development of marine
resources and uses of the oceans within the limits of its national jurisdiction under
UNCLOS, in accordance with paragraph 102 of GA Resolution 62/215 and paragraph 88
of GA Resolution 61/222. A scanned copy of this text is being transmitted
electronically to the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea via
doalos@un.org.

The Permanent Mission of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka to the
United Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Division for Ocean
Affairs and the Law of the Sea, the assurances of its highest consideration.

Division for Qcean Affairs and the Law of the Sea
Office of Legal Affairs

Room DC2-450

United Nations

New York

SR LANKA 70 THE ik B
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NATIONAL AQUATIC RESOURCES RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
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Your No. Date

3™ April 2008 ,

Mr. G. Piyasena

The Secretary .

Minisuy of Fisheries & Aquatic Resources
Colqmbo 10

Dear 8ir,

ort £0 be sent 1o O i

Pleese find enclosed 1y report on “Asyistance available to and measures that may be
tekén by Sri Lanka to reclize benefits of sustuinable and effective develgpment of
marine resoutce and uses of the ocean within the limits of its national jm.irdiaﬁon

undsr UNCLOS.”

This may be forwarded to the Qcean Affairs Division 6fthe UN office.

Yours® faithfully,
WUame ~ : '
X Haputantd . ; {
: i
Chairman Dirocior General Gooeral Offioc
Td  : 2521176/2521884 Tt - 2521932 T : 252100072521006
Faxr  : 252188} . Pax  : 2521937 Fix  : 2524430
Emall : chaiman@uars.ac.ic Emnl : dg@nwmaaclk : 1/
¢ . M n.
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Assistance avdailable to and measures that may be taken by St Lanka to
realize benefits of sustainable and effeciive development of marine

resource and uses of the ocean within the limiis of its natianal jurisdiction

under UNCLOS

iglroduction

Sli-LonkaAgn island state situated at the tip of the Indian sub confinent
hdving geographically significant and sirategic position. It opens to three
major sections of the Indion ocean: i.e. Bay of Bengal in the Eastern, Mid
Indian Qcean Basin in Southem, A}cbian Seqa in Western Side. Apart of
that. on the North it is surrounded by the famous Polk-Strait and Gulf of
mannet. M;pre over, it should be noted that on the South there Is o no land
mQass vp to Anfarclica. Due to this unique status Sh-Lanka is highly

influenced by the meteor-Oceanic climatic changes in the Bay of Bengal.

Arabian Sea and Mid Indian Ocean Basin.

Fopulation of Sri-Lanka is around 20 million and 1/3 of the population lives
in the coastal zone. .The length of the coastline is 1760 km in which
majorty of the population is fishers. Almost all the major cities, including
Colombo. are located along the coastal belt. As a result, a large number

of major industies. -Government establishments, and residencies are

focated in the coasta! zone.
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Unfil mid 80's. toursm was. ,;.!fé‘ major income generating source in the

beaches, coral reefs, bays lagoons etc,. All the rivers of Sri-Lanka begin
from the highland sifuated in the middle of the .country and flows to the
Indian Ocean adding a fuge amount of sediments to the Indian Oceon

annugily. Hence, the Indian Ocean is highly interconnected with the life

cycie of the tsland.

Role of Sri lanka under UNCLOS

Si-Lanka is @ member of the UN system who ratified the United Nations
Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) from its inception. Hence, Si-
Lanka enjoys legally, the fadiifies, authorilies, powers, rghts and
junsdiction under the UNCLOS to some extent but in practical terms the

benefits are resticted by the paucity of facliies and capabilifies

av&ﬂabie fo her,

Direct Benefils to Sd Lanka vnder YNCLOS
As an lsland state 1The demarcation of marilime zones: i.e. (i} Historical
Waters, (i} contipigues zone, and i) Fconomic Exclusive Zone under

UNCLOS can be one of the major direct benefils achieved.

=

AT

44

Page 4 of 11



HLsD LUl WY LE W LN NMEW YOIk +lL£l8) —Fgb-lgg Date: 4-372885 Time: B4:1% pm

A

e
-

Accordingly, the total area of its maritime zone is 522,800 km2, which is

eight (8) times bigger than its land territory.

-

Contribution fo aconomic development under UNCLOS

Fishers and fish related work .force both direct and indirect cénsﬁtuie
around 1/3 of the total population of the couniry ond are mostly
benefited by the demarcation of the maﬁ‘ﬁme boundaries. Sh-Lankan
cogstal Fshing industry which has a long way to go in- infemational
standards developed to its moximum sustcinable potential ufilization to
some extent under UNCLOS provisions. Though our EEZ could supply
400,000 fonés of fish annually curent annual catch is only 260,000 tons.
The industry provides 17% of the country's nutrition demand. This significant
figure gives a strong message to the policy makers of the country as to

what they should do for the susiainable utilization of its Sea teritory for her

<

econotnic development.

Guaranteed soverelgnty over the marliime zone and peaceful
demércaffon of boundaries o

It is o requirement under the UNCLOS that all the nations should obtain
permission to use our EEZ for any kind of economic purposes. That secures
the under-utilized !Eviné and non living resources potential for the future

economic developrnent and ifs soverelghty of the country.

LY
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One bf the remarkable achievements under the UNCLOS is the equadl

sharing of living and non living resources in the Gulf of manner and Polk-

strait in the Northem seas with its neighbor peacefully.

Current status and issues requiring the attention of the UN

Because of this .large sea teiritory, the Island needs g very strong coast
guard fo secure it, a strong ncvy to ensure nalional securty, a well
equipped marine research insmufe, a well equipped hydrographic
institute with capabilifies to cater to safe navigation and research, and an
amray of institutions manddted 1o explore and exploit its vast amounts of

non-iving resources. It requires enormous amount of resources including

funds, expertise. institutional capacities ete.. which the country could not

. spate due fo the other commiiments.

Sn-Llanka has only one national research organization for fisheries -and
aquatic resources with ¢ vast manddate. The National Aquatic Resources

Research ond Development Agency (NARA), _established in 1981,

undertakes both fisheries and other marine research under the jurisdiction
of Rshefies and Aquatic Resources Ministry. Except NARA a numbper of
ather institufions are invoived in different aspects of ocean sfudies, under

UNCLOS.
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Marine Pollution Prevention Authority (MPPA) - Marine Pollufion
Sa-Lanka NAVY - Naval defense. Safety ot the Seo

Pepartment of Metrology _ - monltoring Meteor-Oceanic parameters,

marine Hazards etc
Univeristy of Marctuwa — Newly established Department of earth resources

{Oceanography |}

University of Ruhuna — Facully of Marine Biology

Though there are many facilities of under UNCLOS a lack of National
Institute for Oceanography could be the moiﬁ obsfacle fo explore those

opportunities in Sri-Lanka. Therefore the establisnmerif of such @ national

institute is an essential matter.

Dearth of practicing experts on UNCLOS is another setback in Sri-Lanka to
vtilze faciﬁﬁes and privileges under UNCLOS. There are no govemment or

private educafional establisnments in Sri-Lanka which conduct special

courses in Law of the Seaq.

Sri-Lanka has now redlized the importance of having an ocean policy for
sustainable usage of its ocean. H has taken measures to expand its

“Nafional fisheries and aquatic Policy” into ocean development sector as

well
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Iniliative measures taken
Si-Lankon NAVY, Sri-Lanka Customs and recently established Coast Guard

unit under the Ministry of Intemal Affairs with their megre resources are
working fogether under the UNCLOS frame-work to minimize unfqvorcble
incidents such 'CIS smuggling, pircrcy'/l etc., in the region. Because of their
coordinated efforts intemational ships are able o sail peacefully through

our maritime zone which is considered as one of the safest seas in the

world.

sriLanka has taken effective measures to secure her Sea tenitory from any
kind of marine poliution, in terms of the legal frame work provided under
UNCLOS as well as MRCOPOLE by sefting up of a Nafional Agency

“Marine Pollution Pr&w::nﬂoﬁ Authority” in late 80s.

According to marine Geophysical data. the Sea Bed arcund Sri-Lanka is
Ikely to have a huge margin of sediment layer extending up to 26 km
veartically in the Sea bed. That includes g huge amount of hydro corbon,
heavy minerals etc. Because of the legal structure of UNCLOS $ri-Lanka
could protect it as & land teritory. Further, because of article 72 chapter
18 Sri-Lanka has a unigue opp«adumty to extent her Ser.:x Bed: temitory

beyond 200 nm{
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That is a great opportunity to Sri-Lanka under the UNCLOS. Sri-Lanka has

set up an Inter-ministerial commitiee and o project office (Demarcation of

Onteredae of the Conlinenfal Margin - DECOM]} to submit its claim before

infernafional Sec Bed Authority by 2009 (ISBA) to demarcate iis Sea bed

férﬁtary.

Becouse of the zonal/regional policy of the UNCLOS and decentralization
vision of Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commiission (IOC). a policy
implermentation arm of the UNCLOS. most countries have came up with

regional cooparation activifies. alliances agencies etc in the past two

dacddes.

Hosﬁn:g of an Indion Ocean for Global Ocean Observation System
(I0GOQOS) second annual conference (2004) and Infergovernmental
Oceanographic commission for Central Indian Qcean (IOCINDIO) — IV
(2005) session, Sri-Lanka has shown her keen vision/interest on upliffing of

regional cooperatfion in the south Asian region in Oceanographic

"ressarch and development acfi‘w’ﬁesu Sr-Lanka is a member of the

execufive council of UNESCO as well as @ member of executive councll in

IOC since 2005. Also Sri-Lanka is holding co-chaimnarnship of IOCINDIO

since 2007.

"
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National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency (NARA),

the research arm of the Ministry of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources is Ihe

focal point of the IOC.

Assistance aiready mode avallabie
with the development of'Ocednogrophic activities in Sn-Lanka within fhe

UNCLOS jurisdiction various types-of assistance were received through
many intliatives fom the UN agencies such as UNESCO, IOC, UNEF,

UNIDO, FAO etc.. Among them are short and long term irainings

equipments. machinery etc,.

UNDP assisted to develop a humon resovrces development program in

the field of Oceanography in late 80's. United Nations Revolving Fund

{(UNRF) supported for an assessment of monazfe deposit at Southern

westem coastal line in late $0s.

Through Intemational Ocecnégmphic Data Exchange (IODE}, and
c;cecnographic data and information network of 10C, Sri-Lanka received
a number of aining opportunities. Also dala Or,rd information products,
access to other web sites, on-board trainings elc,. Parficularty as o focal
point of IOC, NARA received many data products from lbDE which are

very useful for the ccecnograchic R & D works.
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Afier the veor 2004 tsunami tragedy. which perdshed around 65,000
peopie in S Lanka olone, many UN agencies came fopward to support
rerabilitgfing efforts in different forms. Prior to isunami’ Sri-Lanka hod only
one sea-level monitorng station which was focated in Colombo. After the
tsunami, I0C through Glokal Sea level Observation System (GLOSS),
assisted Sri-Lanka to establish two other stations one in the Eost and the

---otheriin the Scuth covering a wider area of the Island. Also under the

guidance of {OC, NARA immediately setup an Ocean Observotion Center
operative 24X7 basis. Being an active member in fthe Indian Ocsan
Tsunomi Warning System (IOTWS), Sr-Lanka uses facilifies ovailable to
access public domain ocean data web sites and fechnical assistance.

furfher assistance needed

As the future of Sri-Lanka depends on the ocean resources exploration of
living and non-iving resources in the ocean is coﬁsidered a prionly. On
beard trqinings s well as reQionaI on boord programs utilizing well
equipped research vessels are required for oceanographic, hydregraphic
and marine research development for Sr-Lanka. As o c.ieveioping country

Sri-Lgnka is not in a position to maintgin ocean research vessels due o

rages 11 or 11l

heavy expenses involved. it is of utmost importance to camy out Sea bed

surveys. Therefore, it may be o good proposal t¢ arange regional on-
bogard research pragrammes under the cegis of UN to cater o poor

ceastal couninies with large maritime zones.
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