
PERMANENT MISSION OF THE DEMOCRATIC SOCfALiST 
REPUBLIC OF SRI LANlCA TO THE UNtTED NATIONS 

Tei: (21 2) 986-7040 
Fax: (21 2) 986-1 838 
E-Mail: SLPMNY Q aol.corn 

My No. LEGIUNI39 

630 THIRD AVENUE (20TH FLOOR) 
NEW YORK. N.Y. 1001 7 

The Permanent Mission of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka to the 
United Nations presents i t s  compliments to the United Nations Division for Ocean 
Affairs and the Law of the Sea and has the honour to refer to  the latter's Note No, 
DOALOS.08-00075 of 29 January 2008. 

As requested in the Note, the Permanent Mission.is pleased to attach hereto, 
information relating to assistance availabte to, and measures that may be taken by, Sri 
Lanka to realize benefits of sustainable and effective development of marine 
resources and uses of the oceans within the Urnits of i ts  national jurisdiction under 
UNCLOS, in accordance with paragraph 102 of GA Resolution 621215 and paragraph 88 
of GA Resolution 51 /2Z.  A scanned copy of this text is  being transmitted 
electronically to the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea via 
doalos@un.orq. 

The Permanent Mission of the Democratic Sociatist Republic of Sri Lanka to the 
United Nations avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Division for. Ocean 
Affairs and the Law of the Sea, the assurances of i t s  highest consideration. 

New 

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 
Office of Legat Affairs 
Room DC2-450 
United Nations 
New York 

York, 
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Vladimir.Jares
Text Box
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Iknr Sir, 

3rd April 2008 
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Assidunce available to and measures that may be taken by Srl Lanka to 

realire benalits of sustafrtable and effedfve devalapmenf of marine 

resource and uses of fhe ocean wmtln W e  Brniis of bs ndanal fwisdictian . .. T 

under UNCLOS 

lntroducrtion 
& 

Sri-Lankanon Aood state situafed at the lip of the Indian sub confinent 

having geographically sj~nificunt and sh-crfegic position. It opens to three 

major sections of ihe  lndion ocean: i.e. gay of Bangal in the Eastern. Mid 

k k m  Ocean Basin in Southern, Arabian Sea in Western Side. Apart of 

?hot. on the North if is surrounded by -fhe famous ~dlk-sfrd and Gulf of 

manner. More over, it should be noted mat on h e  South there Is a no land 

mars up to Anfarctlca. Que to this unique status Sri-Lanka is highly 
. 

influenced by the meteor-Oceanic climatic changes in fhe B a y  of Bengal. 

Arabian Sea and Mid Indian Ocean Basitl. 

Population of Sri-Lanka is around 20 rnfllbn and lJ3 of the population lives 

in We coastal zans. .7be length of fhe coasflil?e is 1760 km in which 

majority of the populatlun is fishran. Almosf all f h e  major cities, including 

Colombo, am Iocatd along the coqial Wt. As a result, a brge number 

of mqbr industries. -~overnrnent afabli~hmenfr, and residencies are 
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cowtry. Sri-Lunka posses beautiful scanlc coastal' zones with famous . . . . . .-.. . .* 

beaches, coral reefs, bays lagoons etc,. ~ l l  the avers of Sd-tanka begin 

b r n  the highland situated In the middle of the .counw and flaws to the 

Indian Ocean adding a. huge amount of sediments ta the' Indian Ocean 

mnuuUy. Hence, me fndian Ocean is highly interconnected with the life 

cycle of the Island. 

SICLanka 's o member of the UN system who mtisisd' t h e  United Notfons 

jurisdicfion under .the UNCLOS to some extent but h practical tern f ie  

benefits are resMcted by fhe pouclty of fadtW and capabilities 
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~ccardin'gly, the totai area of its maritime zone is 522,800 kn12. which i s  

eight (81 times bigger than its land territory. 

CanMbution fa economic development uider UNCLOS 

Fishers and fish refated work force bath dimd and indirect consiitute 

around 1 / 3  of the total population of the country and are mostty 

benefited by the dtmmrcation af the maritime boundaries. Sn-Lankan 

coastal Fishing industry which has a long way to go in - infernational 

dbndards develaped to its maximum susiainable pofential utilization to 

romu extent under UNCLOS provisions. Though our EEZ could supply 

400,000 tones of fish annually current annual catch is only 260,000 tons. 

The Ifidusfry provides 17.9% of the country's nutrition demand. This significant 

figure'glves a strong message to the policy makers af the country US to 

whaf they should do for the susfainable ylikation of its Sea tenifory far her 

economic development. q 

" .  
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One of the remarkable achievements under the UNCLOS is the equal 

sharing of living and no? living resources in the Gulf of manner arid Polk- 

. .. . . - .  
slrait in the Northern seas 4 t h  its neighbor peacefuliy. . .  . . ,  , . . - 

Current stcrtus v d  issues requbg Me dkntion of fhe UN 

Because af this (urge sew tWtory, the Island needs o veiy strong coast 

guard to secure it, a strong navy to ensure national securfty. a well 

Sri-L~nka has onfy one nofional r e d r c h  organization for fisheries -and 

unbedukss both fisheries and other marine research u ~ d e r  the jurirdiction 

Qf &Ma and AquuW R e s a m m  Ministry. b a p t  NARA a number of 
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Marine Pollution Prevention Authority (MPPAJ - Mafine ~bll~jfi~lrl 

Sri-Lanka NAVY - Novat defense. S o f e f y  at ?he Seo 

- . - . - - . , f;!~pw-rJq-nt of Metrology . . . .  _ - rnonlfot'ing ~etow-Qcaa nic parameters, 

marine Hazards etc 

Univerisfy of Moratuwa - Newly estabfished Department of earth rescsurces 
(* 

(Oceanography 

University of Ruhvna - Facuffy of Mcrrfne Biology 

Though there hre many facilities of under UNCLOS a lack gf Ncrfionbl 

lnstifufs for Oceanography could be The main obsfacle fo exp!ore fhose 

cppWfunifies in Sri.Lan!gY. Therefwe the establisnrnenl of such g notional 

institute i s  an essential matter, 

De&h qf practicing experts on UNCLOS is onofher setback in Sri-L~nko to 

utilize facikes bnd pMleges undec VNCLOS. Thwe are na government or 

private educalional establishments in Sri-Lanka which conduct special 

courses in Law af the Sea, 

Sn'4unka has now realized h e  impartonce of having an ocean policy for 

sustainable usage of it5 ocean. i f  has taken measurea to expand .its 

"Ncrfional fisharias and aqvqfic PdiW into ocean devefopnent sector as 

well 
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Inititdive measures taken 

SriTtankan NAVY, Sri-Lapkg Customs and recently erfablishd Coast Guard - ...--. - ,.. . ......., . , . .  - - .  .. .. 
unit undetr the Ministry of htmd Affa-s with their megre resources are 

wcaldng together undef the UNCLOS frame-work -. to minimize unfavorobre 

incidenh such us smuggling, piran/ ek., in the region. ~acause of their 

coordinated E~MS intetma#ional ships we able lo sail peacefully through 

our maritime zone which is considered as one of f h e  safest  s e a s  in the 

According 50 mains Geophysical data, the Sea Bed around Sri-Canka is 

Iikdy to have a huge margin of sediment layer extending up to 26 km 

hwvy  mirrerqls dc. Bemu* of the le@ structure of UNUOS Sri-Lunka 

could pmtecf it as u land tw#wy. Wflhu. because of &ide 72 chapter 

, ; . a  
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That is a gre&-o&xxiunity fo Sri-Lanko under the UNCLOS. Sri-Lonka has 

sat up an Ider-ministerial cornmilfee and o projwt office (Demarcation of 

QllkWsdqe t;zf'the Confinenfa1 Margin - DECOM) to submit i t s  cluin~ before ..... .., .- --... . . - 
(nfemafional'$ec B~td Au?hority by 2009 (ISBA) tq demarcate i is Sea bed 

territory. 

Becavsr, of the .ronal/regionat policy of the UNCLOS and decentralization 

won  of fntergovernmental Oceanogrnphic commission (IOC]. a policy 

irnplementukm arm of the UNCLOS. most countries have came up with 

regianal cooperation activities. alliances agencies etc in the  pad two 

(2005) session, Sri-Lankcr has shown her keen vir;iorr/Interest on upllmng of 

regional caoperation in the south Asian region in Ocaanogmphic 

RwxK-h and devebpmant crctivifies. Srl-Lank i s  a member of the 

executive council of UNESCO as W&J as a member of executive councli in 
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Ncltion~f AqwSic Resoumes Research and Davelapmenf Agency (NARA). 

the research arm of the Ministry of ffshedss and Aquatic Resot~rces is the 

- . . . .- . . . . focal -...- . point . of the 10C 

A r t i s h c e  aiready made crvaJbble 

With the development of-Oceonogrepttic activities m Sri-Lanka within the 

UNCLOS jun'sdictia~ Various types-of ussktance were received through 

many inHiatives kom the UN agencies such QS UNESCO, IQC. UMP,  

UNIDQ; F A 0  &c.. Among them are- short and long term ilainins~, 

equipmenfs. machinety etc,, 

UNDP assisfed to deveiop a hum& resources development program in 

the '  Mid of Oceunography in late 80's. United Nations Revolving Fund 

(UNRFJ supported for an assassrnsnt of munaute deposit at S~uthefn 

wedem coastal line in kte POs- 

Thn;rugh Intmcrtional Oceanographic Uata f3change (IODE), and 

oceanographic data and i n f ~ o t i o n  natwwk of IOC, Sri4ankct received 

P d W  of ICrC, NARA received many data products from IODE which are 
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After the war 2004 tsunami tragedy, which petished around 65,000 
peopie in Sri- Lanko alanG, many UN agsnc.ies came b w r d  to support 
rehabilitufing eftbr;ts In different forms. Prior to isunarnf Sn-Lanka hod only 
one sea-level monitoring skifion which was facated In Colombo. After the 
Ssurtumi, IOC through Gfobai Sea level ~bsshrotiair System (GLOSS), 
asisfed Sd-Lanka to establish two other stations one'fn fhe East and the 

- .-&kiet.:in .ths. South covehg a wider area of fhe lsland. Aso under the 
guidance of OC, irni;ne&fd,ly s&p an Ocean ObswoQon Center 
operative 24x7 bosis- Being an active member in me Indian Ocean 
Tsunami Warning System [lOWSj, Sn-Lanka uses  facilities available to 
a c c e s s  public domain ocean'data web sites and technical assistance. 

As the fuirfure of Sn'-tanka depends on the ocean resources e~plor~ffon of 

living ancl no&fiving resources in the  ocwn is considered u priarjty. On 

and marine research devefoprnepi for Sri-Lanka, As a developing carlntry 

hetaw expenses invofved. If is of ufr~~bst Importance b carry out Sea bed 

surveys. Tharefore, it may be o good proposal to arrange regional on- 

board research programmes undw the aegis of UN to cater to poor 

coasbl countries with large M~ritime zanes. 
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