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Application for Financial Assistance 
United Nations Trust Fund 

for the purpose of facilitating the preparation of submissions to the Commission on the Limits of the 
Continental Shelf for developing States, in particular the least developed countries and small 

island developing States, and compliance with article 76 of the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea1  

 

PURPOSE OF THE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
 

CHECK ALL THAT APPLIES: 

 Training of technical and administrative staff [please complete Annex I to this form] 

 Desktop study or other means to make an initial assessment of the nature of the continental shelf and its limits 
[please complete Annex II to this form] 

 Working out of plans for the acquisition of necessary additional data and mapping projects [please complete 
Annex III to this form]; 

 Preparation of final submission documents [please complete Annex IV to this form] 

   Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the above points [please complete Annex V to this form] 
 

APPLICANT STATE 

State:            

Date of entry into force of United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea for applicant State:            

Expected date of submission to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf:            

MINISTRY/INSTITUTION IN CHARGE OF PREPARATION OF SUBMISSION 

Name of Ministry/Institution:            

Last name:             

First name:             Contact person responsible for 
this application: 

Mr.  
 Mrs./Ms.  

Middle Initial(s):             

Title:            

Address:            

City / ZIP / Country:            

Email:            

 Tel. No.:            

Work contact information: 

Fax. No.:            

Official undertaking: Should this application be approved, I herewith undertake to supply the Division for Ocean 
Affairs and the Law of the Sea with a final statement of account providing details of the 
expenditures made from the approved amounts, to be certified by an auditor acceptable to 
the United Nations. 

                                                  
1 For the terms of reference, guidelines and rules of the Trust Fund General Assembly see resolutions 55/7 and 58/240 reproduced 
in the appendix of this form 
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Signature            Date       /       /            

 
Annex I 

Request of financial assistance for training of technical and administrative staff 

CANDIDATE NOMINATED BY APPLICANT STATE [PLEASE FILL ONE FORM FOR EACH CANDIDATE] 

Last name:             

First name:             Candidate: 
Mr.  

 Mrs./Ms.  

Middle Initial(s):             

Title:            

Position/title within the 
team that is preparing 

the submission to CLCS:            

University degree(s):            
 
Date of birth        /       /       Passport no.       

Passport information:  
Date of issuance:       /       /       Date of expiration:       /       /       

Address:            

City / ZIP code / Country:            

Email:            

Tel. No.:            

Work contact 
information: 

Fax. No.:            

Address:            

City / ZIP code / Country:            

Email:            

Tel. No.:            

Cell Phone No.:            

Home contact 
information:  

Fax. No.:            

 Up-to-date curriculum vitae of the applicant; 

 Copy of the passport page containing personal information of the candidate; 

CHECK LIST: 
Make sure to enclose 

the following 
documents with this 

application form 
 Copy of visas (including transit visa(s), if needed), if required for the applicant to enter the 

country where the training is held. 
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TRAINING COURSE 

Title:            

Goal:            

Training institution(s):            

Certificate awarded:            

Location:            

Duration: From       /       /         to         /       /       

 Course programme (with clear indication of subjects thaught);  
CHECK LIST: 

Make sure to enclose the 
following documents with this 

application form  List or description of course study material 
 

ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF THE ESTIMATED COSTS FOR WHICH ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED 

Tuition (in US$):            

Included in tuition?   Yes   No    Partial Board Housing and meal costs: 
 

Specify cost not included in tuition in US$:            

Mode of travel:  air  rail  sea  car  bus (check all that applies) 

From:            To:            

Transportation: 

Cost (in US$):            

TOTAL estimated costs (in US$):            

TRAVEL POLICY: 
Economy class airfare utilizing the most efficient and direct route arriving the day before 
the course and departing the evening of the last day of the course, or the following day. 

 

OFFICIAL RECOMMENDING THE CANDIDATE 

Last name:             

First name:             Recommending official: 
Mr.  

 Mrs./Ms.  

Middle Initial(s):             

Employer:            

Title:            

Address:            

City / ZIP code / Country:            

Email:            

Tel. No.:            

Work contact 
information:  

Fax. No.:            

Signature            Date       /       /       
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Annex II 

Request of financial assistance staff for desktop study or other means to make an initial assessment 
of the nature of the continental shelf and its limits 

(I) AIM OF THE STUDY 

Please provide a short description of the aim of the study (if the space below is not sufficient, attach a document containing 
the description): 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(II) AREA OF THE STUDY 

Please list the title of overview map(s) of the area which will be covered by the study (the maps shall be attached to this 
application form): 

1.                                                              
 

2.                                                              
 

3.                                                              
 

4.                                                              
 

5.                                                              
 

6.                                                              
 

(III) AVAILABLE DATABASE(S) 

Please provide an overview, as complete as possible, of the database(s) already available to the applicant State (if the space 
below is not sufficient, attach a document containing the overview): 
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(IV) WORK OUTLINE 

Please provide an outline of how the work will be done (if the space below is not sufficient, attach a document containing the 
outline): 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please describe what tools are available (if the space below is not sufficient, attach a document containing the list of tools): 

Software packages 

1.                                

2.                                

3.                                

4.                                

5.                                

Hardware 

1.                                

2.                                

3.                                

4.                                

5.                                

(V) ALLOTMENT OF WORK 

Please specify what work will be carried out by State’s staff (if the space below is not sufficient, attach a document 
containing the description): 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please specify what work will be contracted for (if the space below is not sufficient, attach a document containing the 
description): 
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(VI) ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF THE ESTIMATED COSTS FOR WHICH ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED 

Item 1                     

  

Item 2                     

  

Item 3                     

  

Item 4                     

  

Item 5                     

  

Item 6                     

  

Item 7                     

  

Item 8                     

  

Total costs (in US$):  

 

If the space above is not sufficient, attach a document containing the description 
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Annex III 

Request of financial assistance staff for the working out of plans for the acquisition of necessary 
additional data and mapping projects 

 
(I) SUMMARY OF AVAILABLE KNOWLEDGE 

Please provide a summary of the status of knowledge of the continental margin, preferably based on a previous desktop 
study (if the space below is not sufficient, attach a document containing the summary): 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(II) ASSESSMENT OF NEEDS 

Please provide a preliminary assessment of the needs for specific additional data and/or information in accordance with the 
requirements of article 76 and annex II to the Convention, and annex II to the Final Act (if the space below is not sufficient, 
attach a document containing the preliminary assessment): 
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(III) ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF THE ESTIMATED COSTS FOR WHICH ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED 

Item 1                     

  

Item 2                     

  

Item 3                     

  

Item 4                     

  

Item 5                     

  

Item 6                     

  

Item 7                     

  

Item 8                     

  

Total costs (in US$):  

 

 

If the space above is not sufficient, attach a document containing the description 
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Annex IV 

Request of financial assistance staff for the preparation of final submission documents 

(I) SUMMARY OF AVAILABLE KNOWLEDGE 

Please provide a description of the kind of assistance that is needed; (if the space below is not sufficient, attach a document 
containing the summary): 

                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(II) ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF THE ESTIMATED COSTS FOR WHICH ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED 

Item 1                     

  

Item 2                     

  

Item 3                     

  

Item 4                     

  

Item 5                     

  

Item 6                     

  

Item 7                     

  

Total costs (in US$):  

 

 

If the space above is not sufficient, attach a document containing the description 
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Annex V 
 

Request of financial assistance for advisory/consultancy assistance related to the activities 
described in Annexes I-IV  

 
(I) CONTRACT 

1. Please attach copy of the contract signed between your Government and the technical or scientific expert (if the contract 
will be signed only after the favorable consideration of the present application, a non-signed copy of the contract will suffice); 

 

 

 

2. Please indicate for which of the following purposes advisory/consultancy assistance is needed: 

 Training of technical and administrative staff; 

 Desktop study or other means to make an initial assessment of the nature of the continental shelf and its limits; 

 Working out of plans for the acquisition of necessary additional data and mapping projects;  

 Preparation of final submission documents.  
(II) ITEMIZED STATEMENT OF THE ESTIMATED COSTS FOR WHICH ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED 

Item 1                     

  

Item 2                     

  

Item 3                     

  

Item 4                     

  

Item 5                     

  

Item 6                     

  

Item 7                     

  

Item 8                     

 
 

Total costs (in US$):  

 

 

If the space above is not sufficient, attach a document containing the description 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SUBMISSION OF THIS APPLICATION 

 
The official submission of this application form with all required documentation specified above in the check-lists 
must be made exclusively through the Permanent Mission to the United Nations of the Applicant State to: 
 
Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea 
Office of Legal Affairs 
Room DC2-0450 
United Nations 
New York, NY 10017 
USA 
 
Only typewritten or electronic format applications will be accepted.    
For electronic version see:   http://www.un.org/Depts/los/clcs_new/trust_fund_article76.htm 
 
To expedite processing, please also fax this application form together with the supporting documentation specified 
above in the check-lists to: +1-212-963-5847, Attn.  Mr. Julio A. Baez 
 
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

Date of receipt of the present application:       /       /            

 

 
Date of meeting of panel of experts:       /       /            

 

 
The application is  approved /  rejected by:            
 

 
Explanation (please specify):            
 

 
Signature  Date 
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Terms of reference, guidelines and rules (from A/RES/55/7 – Annex II) 

 

 1. Reasons for establishing the Trust Fund 
 

1. Promoting and developing the marine scientific and technological 
capacity of developing States, in particular the least developed countries and 
small island States, with a view to accelerating their social and economic 
development, is essential for the effective implementation of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (“the 
Convention”). 

2. Coastal States intending to establish the outer limits of their continental 
shelf beyond 200 nautical miles from the baseline from which the breadth of 
their territorial sea is measured are required by article 76 of the Convention to 
submit the relevant data and information to the Commission on the Limits of 
the Continental Shelf (“the Commission”). In accordance with article 4 of 
annex II to the Convention, the particulars of such limits should be submitted 
to the Commission within ten years of the entry into force of the Convention 
for that State. For some States a submission should be made by 16 November 
2004. 

3. Developing States, in particular the least developed countries and small 
island developing States, may face difficulties in complying with the time 
limit for submissions to the Commission. The Trust Fund is intended to assist 
these States in complying with the requirements relating to a submission to the 
Commission. 

4. Under article 3, paragraph 1 (b), of annex II to the Convention, the 
Commission may provide scientific and technical advice, if requested by the 
coastal States concerned, during the preparation of the data to be submitted in 
accordance with article 76. 

5. The Commission has adopted an outline for a five-day training course in 
order to facilitate the preparation of submissions in accordance with its 
Scientific and Technical Guidelines. The course is to be developed and 
delivered by interested Governments, international organizations and 
institutions which possess the necessary expertise and facilities. The 
Commission has likewise prepared a basic flow chart illustrating the 
preparation of submissions by coastal States. 

6. The delineation of the continental shelf of a coastal State in accordance 
with article 76 and annex II to the Convention and annex II to the Final Act of 
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea (“the Final Act”) 
requires a programme for hydrographic and geoscientific surveying and 
mapping of the continental margin. The complexity and scale, and hence the 
costs involved, of such a programme will vary greatly from State to State 
according to the different geographical and geophysical circumstances. A first 
approach will always involve an assessment of the particular case at hand, 
followed by planning of appropriate projects for further data acquisition. Such 
projects require the contracting of high-level scientific/technical expertise and 
modern technology. By nature, the costs involved in such data acquisition 
projects are substantial. In addition to contributing to the Voluntary Fund 
herein established, the international community should make every effort to 
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facilitate the full implementation of article 76 both financially and in any other 
possible way or capacity. 

7. The initial assessment and the project planning itself will require 
qualifications in hydrography and geosciences in addition to a full 
understanding of the relevant provisions of the Convention. The final 
preparation of a submission to the Commission also requires high-level 
expertise in geosciences and hydrography. 

8. The United Nations has extensive experience in providing assistance to 
countries for their industrial and economic development. This experience 
could be extended and utilized to assist States in implementing their rights and 
obligations under article 76 of the Convention. 
 

 2. Objects and purpose of the Trust Fund 
 

9. The Secretary-General, under the Financial Regulations and Rules of the 
United Nations, establishes the present Trust Fund (“the Fund”). The object of 
the Fund is to enable developing States, in particular the least developed 
coastal countries and small island developing States, to make an initial 
assessment of their particular case, make appropriate plans for further 
investigations and data acquisition, and to prepare the final submission 
documents when the necessary data have been acquired. 

10. The data acquisition campaigns themselves are not the object of the 
Fund. 

11. An initial assessment of the nature of the continental shelf of a coastal 
State is often made in the form of a desktop study, which is a review and 
compilation of all existing data and information. Decisions for further action 
and/or planning for further data acquisition and mapping projects will be 
based on such a study. 

12. The purpose of the Fund is to provide, in accordance with the terms and 
conditions specified in the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United 
Nations: 

 (a) Training to the appropriate technical and administrative staff of the 
coastal State in question, in order to enable them to perform initial desktop 
studies and project planning, or at least to take full part in these activities; 

 (b) Funds for such studies and planning activities, including funds for 
advisory/consultancy assistance if needed. 

13. The preparation of the final submission documents will have to meet the 
requirements of article 76 and annex II to the Convention (and for some 
States, annex II to the Final Act) and the Scientific and Technical Guidelines 
of the Commission. The training should take this into account and aim at 
enabling the State’s personnel also to prepare most of these documents 
themselves. The preparation of the submission may induce costs that may be 
met by funds from the Fund (e.g. software and hardware equipment, technical 
assistance, etc.). 

 3. Contributions to the Fund 
 

14. The Secretary-General invites States, intergovernmental organizations 
and agencies, national institutions, non-governmental organizations and 
international financial institutions as well as natural and juridical persons to 
make voluntary financial or other contributions to the Fund. 
 

 4. Application for financial assistance 
 



 14

15. An application for financial assistance from the Fund may be submitted 
by any developing State, in particular the least developed countries and small 
island developing States, who are Members of the United Nations and party to 
the Convention. 

16. The purpose of the financial assistance applied for should be specified. 
Financial assistance may be sought for the following purposes: 

 (a) Training of technical and administrative staff; 

 (b) Desktop study or other means to make an initial assessment of the 
nature of the continental shelf and its limits; 

 (c) Working out of plans for the acquisition of necessary additional 
data and mapping projects; 

 (d) Preparation of final submission documents; 

 (e) Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the above points.  

17. Detailed information under each of these purposes should be provided as 
follows: 

 (a) Training of technical and administrative staff 

  The application shall be accompanied by: 

  (i) A specification of the goal of the training and which positions 
the trainees are intended to fill afterwards; 

  (ii) Information on the training institute(s) in question; 

  (iii) A copy of the training course(s); 

  (iv) The curriculum vitae of the trainees; 

  (v) An itemized statement of the estimated costs for which 
assistance is requested. 

 (b) Desktop study or other means to make an assessment of the nature 
of the continental shelf and its limits 

  The application shall be accompanied by: 

  (i) A short description of the aim of the study; 

  (ii) An overview map of the area in question; 

  (iii) An overview, as complete as possible, of the database already 
available to the State; 

  (iv) An outline of how the work will be done and what tools are 
available (software and hardware); 

  (v) A specification of what will be done by the State’s own staff, 
and what will be contracted for; 

  (vi) An itemized statement of the estimated costs for which 
assistance is requested. 

 (c) Working out of plans for the acquisition of necessary additional 
data and mapping projects 

  The application shall be accompanied by: 

  (i) A summary of the status of knowledge of the continental 
margin, preferably based on a previous desktop study; 

  (ii) A preliminary assessment of the needs for specific additional 
data and/or information in accordance with the requirements of 
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article 76 and annex II to the Convention, and annex II to the Final 
Act; 

  (iii) An itemized statement of the estimated costs for which 
assistance is requested. 

 (d) Preparation of final submission documents 

  The application shall be accompanied by: 

  (i) A specification of what kind of assistance is needed; 

  (ii) An itemized statement of the estimated costs for which 
assistance is requested. 

 (e) Advisory/consultancy assistance related to the above points 

  The application shall be accompanied by: 

  (i) A copy of the contract between the Government and the 
technical or scientific expert in question; 

  (ii) An itemized statement of the costs for which assistance is 
requested. 

18. In all these cases the application shall be accompanied by an undertaking 
that the requesting State shall supply a final statement of account providing 
details of the expenditures made from the approved amounts, to be certified by 
an auditor acceptable to the United Nations. 
 

 5. Consideration of applications 
 

19. Each request for financial assistance shall be considered by the Division 
for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of Legal Affairs (“the 
Division”), which acts as the secretariat of the Commission. 

20. The Division may engage an independent panel of experts of the highest 
moral standing to assist in the examination of applications on the basis of 
section 4 above and to recommend the amount of financial assistance to be 
given. However, no sitting Commission member should serve on this panel of 
experts. The Division shall prepare and circulate to Member States a list of 
prospective members of the panel of experts. Any member of the expert panel 
opposed by a Member State should not be included in the panel. The Division 
shall on an annual basis provide a list of the panel of experts as an annex to 
the annual report of the Secretary-General. 

21. In considering the application, the Division shall be guided solely by the 
financial needs of the requesting developing State and availability of funds, 
with priority given to least developed countries and small island developing 
States, taking into account the imminence of pending deadlines. 

22. Travel expenses and subsistence allowance are payable to independent 
experts engaged by the Division to consider applications. 
 

 6. Granting of assistance 
 

23. The Secretary-General will provide financial assistance from the Fund on 
the basis of the evaluation and recommendations of the Division. Payments 
will be made against receipts evidencing actual expenditures for approved 
costs. 
 

 7. Application of article 5 of annex II to the Convention 
 

24. Nationals of the coastal State making the submission who are members 
of the Commission and any Commission member who has assisted a coastal 
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State by providing scientific and technical advice with respect to the 
delineation shall not be a member of the subcommission dealing with that 
submission but has the right to participate as a member in the proceedings of 
the Commission concerning the said submission. In an effort to promote 
transparency and to give full effect to article 5 of annex II to the Convention 
there should be full disclosure by Commission members, Trust Fund recipients 
and training sponsors to the Division of any pre-submission contacts. 
 

 8. Reporting requirements for full disclosure 
 

25. Interested Governments, international organizations and institutions who 
provide any training for which any costs are reimbursed by this Fund are 
strongly encouraged to provide the complete list of participants to the 
Division. 

26. Commission members who participate in any activities pursuant to this 
Fund shall disclose this information to the Division. 

27. Upon submission to the Commission of its information on the limits of 
its continental shelf pursuant to article 76 of the Convention, a coastal State 
that has received assistance from this Fund shall disclose this information, 
including the involvement of any Commission members. 
 

 9. Application of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations 
 

28. The Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations shall apply to 
the administration of the Fund. The Fund shall be subject to the auditing 
procedures provided therein. 
 

 10. Reporting to the General Assembly 
 

29. An annual report on the activities of the Fund, including details of the 
contributions to and disbursements from the Fund, will be made to the General 
Assembly. 

 11. Implementing office 
 

30. The Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Office of 
Legal Affairs is the implementing office for the Fund and will provide the 
services required for the operation of the Fund. 
 

 12. Revision 
 

31. The General Assembly may revise the above if circumstances so require. 

 
 

Amendments to the terms of reference, guidelines and rules (from A/RES/58/240)  

 

1. Reasons for establishing the Trust Fund 

 In paragraph 2, amend the last sentence to read: 

 “The earliest deadline for submission for States is 13 May 2009.” 
 

4. Application for financial assistance 

 In paragraph 17, amend sub-item (a) (iv) to read: 

 “(iv) The curriculum vitae of the trainees, including their date of birth;” 
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6. Granting of assistance 

 Amend paragraph 23 to read: 

 “23. The Secretary-General will provide financial assistance from the 
Fund for requests approved on the basis of the evaluation and 
recommendation of the Division on the advice of the Panel of Experts. 
Payments will be processed by the Organization in accordance with 
standard practices.” 

 


