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Territorial Sea Act 1987

Territorial Sea Act 1987
[Entry into force:  1 October 1987]

1987 Chapter 49

          An Act to provide for the extent of the territorial sea adjacent to the British Islands. [15 May 1987]

          Be it enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Lords
Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

Extension of territorial sea

          1.      (1)    Subject to the provisions of this Act:

                            (a)      the breadth of the territorial sea adjacent to the United/Kingdom shall for all purposes be 12
nautical miles; and

                            (b)      the baselines from which the breadth of that territorial sea is to be measured shall for all
purposes be those established by Her Majesty by Order in Council.

                    (2)    Her Majesty may, for the purpose of implementing any international agreement or otherwise, by
Order in Council provide that any part of the territorial sea adjacent to the United Kingdom shall extend to such line
other than that provided for by subsection (1) above as may be specified in the Order.

                    (3)    In any legal proceedings a certificate issued by or under the authority of the Secretary of State
stating the location of any baseline established under subsection (1) above shall be conclusive of what is stated in the
certificate.

                    (4)    As from the coming into force of this section the Territorial Waters Order in Council 1964 and the
Territorial Waters (Amendment) Order in Council 1979 shall have effect for all purposes as if they were Orders in
Council made by virtue of subsection (1) (b) above; and subsection (5) below shall apply to those Orders as it
applies to any other instrument.

                    (5)    Subject to the provisions of this Act, any enactment or instrument which (whether passed or made
before or after the coming into force of this section) contains a reference (however worded) to the territorial sea
adjacent to, or to any part of, the United Kingdom shall be construed in accordance with this section and with any
provision made, or having effect as if made, under this section.

                    (6)    Without prejudice to the operation of subsection (5) above in relation to a reference to the baselines
from which the breadth of the territorial sea adjacent to the United Kingdom is measured, nothing in that subsection
shall require any reference in any enactment or instrument to a specified distance to be construed as a reference to a
distance equal to the breadth of that territorial sea.

                    (7)    In this section "nautical miles" means international nautical miles of 1,852 metres.
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Enactments and instruments not affected

          2.      (1)    Except in so far as Her Majesty may by Order in Council otherwise provide, nothing in section 1
above shall affect the operation of any enactment contained in a local Act passed before the date on which that
section comes into force.

                    (2)    Nothing in section 1 above, or in any Order in Council under that section or subsection (1) above,
shall affect the operation of so much of any enactment passed or instrument made before the date on which that
section comes into force as for the time being settles the limits within which any harbour authority or port health
authority has jurisdiction or is able to exercise any power.

                    (3)    Where any area which is not part of the territorial sea adjacent to the United Kindgom becomes part
of that sea by virtue of section 1 above or an Order in Council under that section, subsection (2) of section 1 of the
Continental Shelf

1964 c.29.          Act 1964 (vesting and exercise of rights with respect to coal)

                             shall continue, on and after the date on which section 1 above or that Order comes into force, to have
effect with respect to coal in that area as if the area were not part of the territorial sea.

                    (4)    Nothing in section 1 above, or in any Order in Council under that section, shall affect:

1934 c.36.          (a)      any regulations made under section 6 of the Petroleum (Production) Act 1934 before the date
on which that section or Order comes into force; or

                            (b)      any licences granted under the said Act of 1934 before that date or granted on or after that
date in pursuance of regulations made under that section before that date.

                    (5)    In this section:

1946 c.59.          "Coal" has the same meaning as in the Coal Industry Nationalization Act 1946;

1964 c.40.          "Harbour authority" means a harbour authority within the

1970 c.I.              meaning of the Harbours Act 1964 or the Harbours Act (Northern

(N.I)                      Ireland) 1970; and

                            "Port health authority" means a port health authority for the

1984 c.22.          purposes of the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984.

Amendments and Repeals

          3.      (1)    The enactments mentioned in Schedule 1 to this Act shall have effect with the amendments there
specified (being minor amendments and amendments consequential on the provisions of this Act).

                    (2)    Her Majesty may by Order in Council:

                            (a)      make, in relation to any enactment passed or instrument made before the date on which section
1 above comes into force, any amendment corresponding to any of those made by Schedule 1
to this Act;
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                            (b)      amend subsection (1) of section 36 of the Wildlife and

1981 c.69.                    Countryside Act 1981 (marine nature reserves) so as to include such other parts of the
territorial sea adjacent to Great Britain as may be specified in the Order in the waters and parts
of the sea which, by virtue of paragraph 6 of Schedule 1 to this Act, may be designated under
that section;

S.I.                        (c)      amend paragraph 1 of article 20 of the Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands (Northern
Ireland)

1985/170                      Order 1985 (marine nature reserves) so as to

(N.I.I.)                          include such other parts of the territorial sea adjacent to Northern Ireland as may be specified
in the Order in the waters and parts of the sea which, by virtue of paragraph 9 of Schedule 1 to
this Act, may be designated under that Article.

                    (3)    Her Majesty may by Order in Council make such modifications of the effect of any Order in Council
under

1964 c.29.          section 1 (7) of the Continental Shelf Act 1964 (designated areas) as appear to Her to be necessary
or expedient in consequence of any provision made by or under this Act.

                    (4)    The enactments mentioned in Schedule 2 to this Act are hereby repealed to the extent specified in
the third column of that Schedule.

Short title, commencement and extent

          4.      (1)    This Act may be cited as the Territorial Sea Act 1987.

                    (2)    This Act shall come into force on such day as Her Majesty may by Order in Council appoint, and
different days may be so appointed for different provisions and for different purposes.

                    (3)    This Act extends to Northern Ireland.

                    (4)    Her Majesty may by Order in Council direct that any of the provisions of this Act shall extend, with
such exceptions, adaptations and modifications (if any) as may be specified in the Order, to any of the Channel
Islands or to the Isle of Man.

SCHEDULES

Section 3
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Schedule 1
MINOR AND CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS

The Coast Protection Act 1949

1949 c.74.  1.      (1)      In section 18 (3) of the Coast Protection Act 1949 (prohibition of excavation, etc., of materials
on or under the sea-shore) for the words "lying to seaward therefrom" there shall be
substituted the words "of the sea-shore lying to seaward of their area but within three nautical
miles of the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea adjacent to Great/Britain is
measured,".

                            (2)      In section 49 (1) of that Act (interpretation) after the definition of "mortgage" there shall be
inserted the following definition:

                                      "'nautical miles' means international nautical miles of 1,852 metres;".

The Mineral Workings (Offshore Installations) Act 1971

          2.      For the definition of "foreign sector of the continental shelf"

1971 c.61.  in section 1 (4) of the Mineral Workings (Offshore Installations) Act 1971 there shall be substituted the
following definition:

                                      "'foreign sector of the continental shelf' means an area within which rights are exercisable with
respect to the sea-bed and subsoil and their natural resources by a country or territory outside
the United Kingdom;".

The Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975

1975 c.51.  3.      In section 6 (1) of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 1975 (offence of placing unauthorized
fixed engine in inland or tidal waters) after the words "inland or tidal Waters" there shall be inserted the words
"which are within the area of any water authority".

The Customs and Excise Management Act 1979

1979 c.2.    4.      (1)      In section 1 (1) of the Customs and Excise Management Act 1979 (interpretation) after the
definition of "transit shed" there shall be inserted the following definition:

                                      "'United Kingdom waters' means any waters (including inland waters withing the seaward
limits of the territorial sea of the United Kingdom;".

                            (2)      In section 35 (7) of that Act (report inwards of ships and aircraft) for the words "within 12
nautical miles of the coast of the United Kingdom" there shall be substituted the words "in or
over United Kingdom waters".

                            (3)      In that Act the words "in United Kingdom waters" shall be substituted:

                            (a)      In section 64 (4) (clearance outwards of ships and aircraft) for the words "within the limits of
a port or within 3 nautical miles of the coast of the United Kingdom";



Page  5 

National legislation - DOALOS/OLA - United Nations asdf

                            (b)      In section 88 (forfeiture of ship, aircraft or vehicle constructed, etc., for concealing goods) for
the words "within the limits of any port or within 3 or, being a British ship, 12 nautical miles
of the coast of the United Kingdom";

                            (c)      In section 89 (1) and (2) (forfeiture of ship jettisoning cargo, etc.) for the words "within 3
nautical miles of the coast of the United/Kingdom";

                            (d)      In section 142 (2) (special provision as to forfeiture of larger ships) for the words "within 3
nautical miles of the coast of the United Kingdom".

The Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 1979

1979 c.4.    5.      (1)      In the table in section 4 (3) of the Alcoholic Liquor Duties Act 1979 (expressions defined in
the Management Act) after the expression "tons register" there shall be inserted the expression
"United Kingdom waters".

                            (2)      In section 26 (4) of that Act (importation and exportation of spirits) for the words" in the case
of a British ship, within 12 or, in any other case, within 3 nautical miles of the coast of the
United Kingdom" there shall be substituted the words "in the United Kingdom waters".

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

1981 c.69.  6.      In section 36 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (marine nature reserves):

                            (a)      In subsection (1) for the words "in or adjacent to Great Britain up to the seaward limits of
territorial waters" there shall be substituted the words "which are landward of the baselines
from which the breadth of the territorial sea adjacent to Great Britain is measured or are
seaward of those baselines up to a distance of three nautical miles"; and

                            (b)      In subsection (7) after the definition of "local authority" there shall be inserted the following
definition:

                                      "'nautical miles'" means international nautical miles of 1,852 metres;".

The Oil and Gas (Enterprise) Act 1982

1982 c.23.  7.      (1)       For the definition of "cross-boundary field" in section/22/(6) of the Oil and Gas (Enterprise)
Act 1982 there shall be substituted the following definition:

                                      "'cross-boundary field' means a field that extends across the boundary between waters falling
within paragraph (a) or (b) of subsection (4) above and a foreign sector of the continental
shelf;".

                            (2)      For the definition of "foreign sector of the continental shelf" in section 28 (1) of that Act there
shall be substituted the following definition:

                                      "'foreign sector of the continental shelf' means an area within which rights are exercisable with
respect to the sea-bed and subsoil and their natural resources by a country or territory outside
the United Kingdom;".
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The Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984

1984 c.22.  8.      In section 6 of the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 (under which the Port of London is
for the purposes of that Act not to extend outside territorial waters) for the words "are for the time being" there shall
be substituted the words "immediately before the coming into force of the Territorial Sea Act 1987 were".

The Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands (Northern Ireland) Order 1985

S.I. 1985/170 (N.I.1)    9.      In article 20 of the Nature Conservation and Amenity Lands (Northern Ireland) Order
1985 (marine nature reserves):

                            (a)      In paragraph (1) for the words "in or adjacent to Northern Ireland up to the seaward limits of
territorial waters" there shall be substituted the words "which are landward of the baselines
from which the breadth of the territorial sea adjacent to Northern Ireland is measured or are
seaward of those baselines up to a distance of three nautical miles"; and

                            (b)      In paragraph (6) before the definition of "relevant body" there shall be inserted the following
definition:

                                      "'nautical miles' means international nautical miles of 1,852 metres;".

Schedule 2
REPEALS

Section 3

Chapter                    Short title                                        Extent of repeal
41 and 42                The Territorial Waters                   In section 7, the definition of  "the territorial waters of Her
  Vict. c.                     Jurisdiction Act 1978.                  Majesty's dominions", including  the words from "and for the
  73.                                                                                purpose of any offence" to  "the territorial waters of Her
                                                                                        Majesty's dominions".

1967 c.41.                The Marine, etc.,                             Section 9 (2).
                                Broadcasting Offences Act 1967.

1967 c.72.                The Wireless Telegraphy                Section 9 (1).
                                Act 1967.

1979 c.2.                  The Customs and Excise                In section 1 (1), the definition
                                Management Act 1979.                  of "nautical mile".

1979 c.4.                  The Alcoholic Duties Act                In section 4 (3), the words
                                1979.                                              "nautical mile".


