(Translation)
CML/12/2009

New York,13 April 2009

The Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of China to the United Nations presents
its compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and, with reference to the
Republic Act No.9522: An Act to amend certain provisions of Republic Act No.3046, as
amended by Republic Act No.5446, to define the Archipelagic Baselines of the
Philippines, and for other purposes deposited by the Republic of the Philippines with the
Secretary-General, the depositary of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea, and posted on the website of the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the
Sea(DOALOS) of the Secretariat of the United Nations, has the honor to inform the latter
of the position of the Chinese Government as follows:

The above-mentioned Philippine Act illegally claims Huangyan Island(referred as “Bajo
de Masinloc” in the Act) and some islands and reefs of Nansha Islands(referred as “The
Kalayaan Island Group”in the Act) of China as “areas over which the Philippines likewise
exercises sovereignty and jurisdiction”. The Chinese Government hereby reiterates that
Huangyan Island and Nansha Islands have been part of the territory of China since
ancient time. The People’s Republic of China has indisputable sovereignty over
Huangyan Island and Nansha Islands and their surrounding maritime areas. Any claim to
territorial sovereignty over Huangyan Island and Nansha Islands by any other State is,
therefore, null and void.

The Chinese government has the honor to request the Secretary-General to communicate
the above-mentioned position to all States Parties to the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea and all member States of the United Nations.

The Permanent Mission of the People's Republic of China to the United Nations avails
itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the
assurances of its highest consideration.

H.E. Mr. BAN KI-MOON
Secretary-General

United Nations
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