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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the United Nations
presents its compliments to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and has the
honour to submit two charts in compliance with the deposit obligations of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands pursuant to the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS).

Pursuant to Article 16 paragraph 2 and Article 75 paragraph 5 UNCLOS, the Kingdom
of the Netherlands wishes to deposit a chart reflecting the delimitation of maritime
zones between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Republic of France laid down
in the Agreement between the government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands and
the government of the French Republic on Maritime Delimitations in the Caribbean
region, which entered into force on 1 April 2017.

Pursuant to Article 16 paragraph 2 U CLOS, the Kingdom of the Netherlands wishes
to deposit a chart reflecting the maritime boundary between Smt Maarten and Saba,
which has been modified m accordance with the amendment of the national act that
establishes the maritime border between Curagao and Bonaire, and Sint Maarten and
Saba respectively, which entered into force on 1 September 2018. The national act is
amended to take into account the Agreement between the government of the -
Kingdom of the Netherlands and the government of the French Republic on Maf|,tritie
Delimitations in the Caribbean region / 
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In addition, the Kingdom of the Netherlands wishes to draw your attention ftp th V;
diplomatic note of 13 august 2018, sent by the Embassy of the Kingdom o fhef /t v
Netherlands to the Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs of the Republic otftari.e,  ,4
regarding Oyster Pond Bay in Smt  aarten. The Kingdom of the Netherland kipdly
requests the United Nations to publish the diplomatic note as additional releva f v
material on its website. A copy of the diplomatic note has been attached, as well as
an illustrative chart reflecting the position of the Kingdom of the Netherlands as set
out in the diplomatic note.
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The Permanent Mission of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the United Nations
avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations its assurances of highest consideration.
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L Ambassade du Royaume des Pays-Bas presente ses compliments au
Minlstere de I Europe et des Affaires etrangeres de la Republique frangaise et
a I honneur de I informer de ce qui suit.

Le Royaume des Pays-Bas souhaite protester centre le decret n° 2017-1511
du 30 octobre 2017, depose par la France aupres de la division des Affaires
maritimes et du Droit de la mer des Nations unies (DOALOS) le 22 decembre
2017, qui d finit les lignes de base a partlr desquelles est mesuree la largeur
de la mer territoriale adjacente aux Antilles fran aises. L article 5 de ce decret
mentionne un nouveau point de base, intitule SM13.

Le Royaume des Pays-Bas maintient que I autorite du Royaume s'etend a la
totalite des eaux de la baie de I Etang-aux-huitres. Le nouveau point de base
inclus au decret n° 2017-1511 constitue une derogation aux points definis par
le decret n° 99-324 du 21 avril 1999, selon lesquels la ligne de base est
positionnee en dehors de la baie de I Etang-aux-huitres.

Le Royaume des Pays-Bas releve que la France n a pas pose d'objection au
trac  de la liejne de base de la mer territoriale de Sint Maarten en dehors de
la baie de I Etang-aux-huitres, et qu'elle a anterieurement elle-meme defini
ce trace. Le Royaume des Pays-Bas considere que I'ajout d'un nouveau point
de base au decret n° 2017-1511 ne pr juge pas la delimitation de la frontiere.
II est d'avis que les textes legislat s posterieurs a la decision d'entamer des
negociations sur la delimitation de la frontiere terrestre ne peuvent etre pris
en compte pour definir cette derniere.

II a la conviction que les divergences de vues concernant le statut de la baie
de I'Etang-aux-huitres ne devraient pas remettre en cause la qualite ni la
Constance des relations de cooperation entre les deux parties de I'lie et que,
pour continuer d'avancer et preserver I'esprit de cette cooperation, les efforts
mutuels et le dialogue restent necessa res.



L Ambassade du Royaume des Pays-Bas saisit cette occasion pour renouveler
au Ministere de I Europe et des Affaires 6trang6res de la Republique fran aise
les assurances de sa haute consideration.

Paris, le 13 aout 2018

Sous-direction du droit de la mer, du droit fluvial et des poles
Direction des affaires jundiques
Ministere de I Europe et des Affaires  tr 
57 boulevard des Invalides
75700 Paris 07 SP



i

Coordinate system WGS84, Mercator projection
© 2018, Royal Netherlands Navy, Hydrograp ic Ser ice

Sint Eustatius (NL)
i == i ' Maritime boundary between Saba and Sint Maarten Ik

- (boundary within the Kingdom of the Netherlan s) li!fe
Line of the mantime boundary treaty between

the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the French Republic,
signed April 6th, 2016

1 -H " 1

30' 63°W



18'

T-
30' 63°W / O



18°N
3 20 

Sint Maarten (NL)

3 00  I
Coordinate system: WGS84; Mercator projection

2018, Royal Netherlands Na y, Hydrographic Service

Line of the maritime boundary treaty between the French Republic
and the Kingdom of the Netherlands, signed April 6th, 2016
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Low tide elevations, as depicted on nautical chart 2716F of December 2009,
issued by the Ministry of Defence of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
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