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CONCLUDING STATEMENT OF THE ORGANIZERS 
 
 
 

1. The International Meeting in Support of the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process was held 
under the auspices of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People of the United Nations in Brussels on 28 and 29 June 2011. 
 
2. The Meeting aimed at contributing to international efforts at achieving peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians by looking at the role of Europe in advancing a two-State solution.  It took 
stock of 20 years of European efforts to promote Israeli-Palestinian peacemaking; examined current 
efforts at resuming direct negotiations for a permanent settlement; and looked at other possible 
options, including achieving a two-State solution through multilateral mechanisms.  The Meeting 
considered current European political initiatives, including the parameters for a negotiated 
settlement, endorsed by the European Union in April 2011, as well as the role of parliamentarians 
and civil society in promoting peace. 
 
3. At the outset of the Meeting, the Participants reviewed the European role during the past 
20 years of efforts to promote Israeli-Palestinian peace.  They acknowledged the Madrid Peace 
Conference of 1991 as a decisive step towards initiating a political process and negotiations 
between the parties.  Its terms of reference, including the land-for-peace formula, provided the 
vision for ending the Israeli occupation of Arab lands that started on 4th of June 1967 and 
achieving peace between Israel and all its neighbours.  They also assessed the Oslo process that 
started with the signing of the Oslo accords in 1993 as a result of direct negotiations between 
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization.  It led to the establishment of the Palestinian 
Authority and its various self-governing institutions.  In the absence of a breakthrough in the 
political process, the Quartet, with the active participation of the European Union, developed in  
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2003 the Road Map – a performance-based guide to a permanent two-State solution of the 
conflict.  European countries had played and continue to play an important role in all stages of 
that process.  These efforts were complemented by initiatives of other countries or group of 
countries, namely the United States under the Clinton Administration producing important 
parameters for a solution and the Arab Peace Initiative of 2002.  These milestone initiatives in 
Middle East peacemaking were geared towards building confidence and trust between the 
parties, and, with the assistance of the wider international community, arrive at a solution of all 
permanent status issues: borders, security, Jerusalem, settlements, refugees and water.  The 
Organizers shared the serious concern expressed by many Participants that these various 
initiatives had not so far led to a comprehensive, just and lasting solution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  Nevertheless, they produced a set of principles for a solution recognized by 
the Palestinian side and the world community.  The time has come for the vision of two States, 
Israel and Palestine, living side by side in peace and security within mutually recognized borders, 
to take shape, with the independence of a sovereign and viable State of Palestine. 
 
4. The Participants looked into the current state of affairs in the political process between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians, regretting the prolonged impasse of the peace efforts and reiterating their 
full support for the revival of the Middle East peace process, based on relevant Security Council 
resolutions, the Madrid terms of reference, including the principle of land for peace, the Quartet’s 
Road Map, the Arab Peace Initiative and the existing agreements between the Israeli and Palestinian 
sides.  The Organizers urged the parties to resume, without delay, direct negotiations, on the basis of 
the well-known and globally-accepted parameters, which was the preferred path to the resolution of 
the conflict by the international community.  The Organizers appreciate that the Participants had stated 
their firm commitment to ending the Israeli occupation which started on 4 June 1967 in order to 
achieve a permanent two-State solution in which Israel and Palestine would live side by side in peace 
and security within mutually recognized borders. 
 
5. The Organizers once again emphasized that developments on the ground are critical and 
crucial in creating a climate conducive to a resumption of negotiations.  They reiterate that Israeli 
settlements and the separation wall built on Palestinian land are illegal under international law 
and represent an obstacle to peace and should be stopped in the OPT including East Jerusalem. 
 
6. The Participants pointed out that the fundamental changes sweeping across the Arab 
world have made the need for progress on the Middle East peace process all the more urgent.  
The Organizers agree it is imperative to redouble efforts to break the deadlock and ensure the 
legitimate aspirations of the Palestinian people for independence in their State of Palestine.  
Reaching a solution between Israel and the Palestinians would also be an important stabilizing 
force in the wider Middle East. 
 
7. The Organizers and the Participants appreciate the European Union’s political support 
towards the resumption of the peace process, and its position on the key parameters and 
principles, set out in the Council of the European Union’s Conclusions of December 2009 and 
reaffirmed in its Conclusions in December 2010.  These include the European Union’s position 
not to recognize any changes to the pre-1967 borders, including with regard to Jerusalem, other 
than those agreed by the parties, and its support towards finding a solution to resolve the status of 
Jerusalem as the future capital of two States. 
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8. The Organizers together with a number of Participants welcomed the Joint Security 
Council Statement by the United Kingdom, France and Germany, as well as of Portugal, of 
February 2011, subsequently endorsed by the European Union, which called for the creation of 
the Palestinian State on pre-1967 borders, with agreed land swaps, an immediate halt to 
settlement activity, a just, fair and agreed solution to the question of Palestine refugees, and 
agreement on the status of Jerusalem as the future capital of both countries.  The Statements also 
called for security arrangements that respect Palestinian sovereignty and protect Israel's security.  
The Participants also recalled the speech by President Barack Obama on 19 May 2011 which 
underscored the need to establish the Palestinian State on pre-1967 borders. 
 
9. The Participants noted the important role played by the Quartet, and called on it to take 
the lead and convene an urgent meeting, as called for by the EU High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, in order to endorse parameters for a negotiated 
two-State settlement set out in the Joint Security Council Statement.  The Participants also 
welcomed the initiative by France to convene a peace conference with both parties in July, in an 
effort to restart the negotiations with a view to achieving a solution to the conflict 
 
10. The Organizers wish to reiterate the importance of the readiness of Palestinian 
institutions for statehood, referring to the assessments by the World Bank, the IMF, and the 
United Nations that the Palestinian Authority is above the threshold for a functioning State in the 
key sectors studied, and that Palestinian institutions compare favourably with those in 
established states; and the subsequent endorsement by the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee of these 
assessments. 
 
11. The Organizers wish to express appreciation to the European Union for its political and 
financial support for the State-building process by the Palestinian Authority.  The Participants 
noted the financial support provided by the European Union to the Palestinian Authority, through 
the European Commission, which represented the largest share of the multilateral assistance to 
the Palestinian Authority.  The Participants praised the individual Member States of the 
European Union, some of which were among the main bilateral donors to the Palestinian 
Authority.  The Participants also welcomed the signing, in April 2011, of the Agreement 
between the European Union and the Palestinian Authority, giving immediate access and full 
liberalization to all agricultural products, processed agricultural products and fish and fishery 
products originating in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, which will further facilitate Palestinian 
trade, a crucial element for an emerging viable State. 
 
12. The Participants pointed out, however, that progress on the socio-economic front was not 
sufficient, as long as the main obstacle to the development, namely the occupation, was still in 
place.  In particular, the Participants expressed frustration at the fact that the political track 
continued to fall behind the significant progress made by the Palestinian Authority in its State-
building agenda. 
 
13. The Organizers stressed the importance of Palestinian internal unity for the creation of 
the viable, sovereign and internationally recognized State of Palestine.  They welcomed the 
reconciliation agreement concluded in April 2011 under the Egyptian auspices, and called on the 
parties to fully implement it.  The Organizers wish to express appreciation for the continued 



 4 

efforts of Egypt to assist in bringing about Palestinian reconciliation.  The Organizers welcome 
the support of the European Union of the Palestinian reconciliation efforts, based on the 
principles of non-violence, and its commitment to continue its support, including through direct 
financial assistance, for a new Palestinian Government composed of independent figures, as 
expressed in the conclusions of the Council of the European Union on 23 May 2011 and 
reaffirmed by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. 
 
14. The Participants noted that the month of September would be important for Palestinian 
and international efforts at bringing about Palestinian statehood.  In particular, a number of 
factors will converge in September: President Obama’s target for a peace agreement between 
Israel and the Palestinians; the completion of the Palestinian two-year State-building programme; 
and the request by the Palestinians for the recognition of their statehood.  The Participants noted 
the efforts of Palestine, the Arabs and others in advancing the cause of recognition and admission 
of Palestine as a member of the United Nations at the 66th session of the General Assembly 
which will start in September 2011.   
 
15. In this regard, the Participants noted that Palestine has already been recognized as a State 
by a substantial number of countries.  The Organizers endorse the call by the Participants on the 
European Union to collectively recognize the State of Palestine, as well as on its Member States 
to individually recognize the State of Palestine, if they have not already done so. 
 
16. Turning to the national parliaments and inter-parliamentary organizations, and civil 
society organisations, the Participants pointed out the important role these organisations have 
played in advancing the Israeli-Palestinian political process, particularly through their work 
towards upholding international law and promoting an effective political dialogue aimed at 
resuming the negotiations and resolving all permanent status issues.  The Organizers encourage 
these organisations to develop closer cooperation among themselves, with Israeli and Palestinian 
lawmakers and civil society organizations, and with the United Nations and its Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People, and remain closely engaged on the 
issue, with a view to supporting a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the question of 
Palestine. 
 
17. The Organizers welcome the critical role played by the European Union and individual 
European States in achieving a durable peace in the Middle East.  The Organizers reiterate their 
appreciation for the strong support by the officials of the European Union, as well as individual 
European Union Member States for broader international efforts at resolving the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.  The Organizers encourage the policy-making organs of the European Union 
and its Member States to continue to play an active role in various aspects of the political 
process, in addition to the European Commission’s substantial economic assistance, including 
through supporting Palestinian statehood at the United Nations during the 66th session of the 
General Assembly starting in September 2011. 
 
 

*** 


