The Future of
the United Nations

Understanding the Past
to Chart a Way Forward

Joshua Muravchik

The AEI Press
Publisher for the American Enterprise Institute
WASHINGTON, D.C.




Contents

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
INTRODUCTION

1. THE BIrTH OF THE UN: A CASE OF THOUGHTLESS
PATERNITY

2. AFTER SIXTY YEARS: FAILURE ON MANY FRONTS
Keeping the Peace 17
Nuclear Nonproliferation 34
A Moral Beacon? 42
Human Rights 59
Some Nations Are Less Equal than Others 62
Combating Poverty 69

3. SOME AREAS OF SUCCESS
Peacekeeping 73
Regulatory Agencies 75

4. SOURCES OF FAILURE
The Non-Aligned Movement 81
European Anti-Americanism 83
Lack of Accountability 86
Serving Its Own Interests 89

5. PROPOSALS FOR REFORM: HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL
Improving the UN’% Efficiency 94
Enhancing the UN% Capabilities 97

vii

17

73

81

92



vi THE FUTURE OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Revising the UN'’s Political Structures 100
The Security Council and the United States 106

6. A BETTER APPROACH

APPENDIX A: WHICH UNITED NATIONS MEMBER
COUNTRIES VOTED MOST OFTEN WITH THE
UNITED STATES IN THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY?

APPENDIX B: ODD MAN OUT OR BACK WHERE
‘WE STARTED?

ArpENDIX C: THE UN’s BUDGET: WHO PAYS?

APPENDIX D: THE COMMISSION ON HUMAN
RiGHTS: FOXES GUARDING THE CHICKEN COOP

NOTES
INDEX

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

110

123

129
130

136
139
155
167



