Sectarian Violence:
Radical Groups Drive Internal Displacement in
Iraq

by

Ashraf al-Khalidi
and
Yictor Tanner

THE BROOKINGS INSTITUTION — UNIVERSITY OF BERN
PROJECT ON INTERNAL DISPLACEMENT
1775 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington DC 20036-2188
TELEPHQNE: 202/797-6168 FAX: 202/797-6003
EMAIL: brookings-bern@brookings. edu
www. brookings.edu/idp




Table of Contents

SYNOPSIS ...ttt csssssssessssonisssssss et ssmsasassssssstasssessssensssmansassassssssesnassanassos 1
INTRODUCTION....otiiirrrnsicrarenriarsesasesarsassssssens 5
HOW THIS REPORT WAS RESEARCHED. ......... teresesssensssmsas st nasanertes 6
SECTARIAN VIOLENCE IN IRAQ....ovcmienieernsiermnsssssrssrasisssesessnsssssnsassasesssssosensosnsnns 7
How the violence unfolded.............ococemimimiiceie e e 7
Views of the radical AUthOIILIES ..........cccerieiericereiiree et 9
How ordinary people view each other.............. e er et a e e e sheenr et e r e s seeenees 10
Radical armed groups drive sectarian diSplacement.........coceeevrrereesreceercveiinisiieseennens 12
The displaced: pawns in the political GAmE ........ccocvevivrevecreeriiee e 14
Few voices of MOderation...........cervireiviereircreeiiiiisiriteesecsssicsiessesescssss e s 16
HOT SPOTS OF VIOLENCE AND DISPLACEMENT .....coiintictivnrennnranssicssaessennes 17
MIXEA AIEAS....cuueeveeireeieeeeieeeinesterrae s et ebs e seness et bbbt ess e e e basssasbe st s s e aentn 17
The presence of gOVErnance StriCtUTIBS .......coceveivecirciiiisneier et s 19
Towns that are no longer MiXed..........ccccoeiiririeireerine e 20
INUMBERS.....ccicetisntineessnostonisstsmensnssissassnsisssestesssssnsssesssssssssnsasssasnsassssssssansassnsarassssssnsesss 20
CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE DISPLACED BY SECTARIAN VIOLENCE........... 22
Sunni Arabs from Shi®a AT as ......ccccevvvivriecrrierinieeeereir e s 22
Shi‘a frOmM SUNII ATCAS....cuveeeeierirereee e siriseereterrent st st srrema s b b s s e e snensarasesasenses 22
Arabs (Sunni and Shi‘a) and other minorities from Kurdish areas...........ccccoeonecurnnnn. 23
Minority groups from both Sunni and Shi‘a areas..........ccooeivieeninneccini 24
Sunmni Arabs from CONflICt ArAS ...vverervereer it 26
CONDITIONS OF DEPARTURE ...cccrvvriniirsiammnrensnsensssssssisssssasssnssssiasesisssssssssssssasssncs 27
General (as opposed to personal) intimidation and ramor-mongering ..........oeeeeceneen 27
INCTEASES 1N VIOIEICE ... vvivieveireevrrenees et st eieanss ettt sttt 28
Targeted threats and Intimidation ........oo.ovv i 28
Administrative diSPIACEMENE ......cceremiuiicrieietitrrees e e 29
OTHER PATTERNS OF DISPLACEMENT ....oceniiisiisiinmecsnsmssesnsninransas w29
Micro-displacement and nighttime displacement .........e.cooviicieiiiiiiiiis 29
Daylight diSPIACEMENLT ......uivivrisnrssrerses s s 29
Repeat-QiSPIACEIMENE ..........ovveuremensessass st s 30
‘Fake’” diSPLACEINENL ........evrvrerieriemremrinit ettt st 30
HOW DO PEOPLE COPE? ...ririncriereninscstssssitissssnissssenssissssnsesstaneaisssasns 30

PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE...cosverinrinrnsenrisenssnssasssniessanmsstsssascnsssissssinsassssssnnns 34



