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Remarks for Mr. Dossal at the opening of the Exhibition

‘Annus Mirabilis, 1989, Hungary; the Year that Accomplished what 1956 started”.

16 October 2006, Café Austria, 12:30 PM

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

· I am delighted to be invited to open this event and I would like to thank the Hungarian government for the honour. I am also glad to welcome all of you to the UN, in particular the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee of the Hungarian Parliament.  

· Hungary is a living example that the long-term commitment to the values of democracy and human rights pays. Today, we celebrate the anniversary of a movement that has symbolised Hungary’s determination to fight oppression.
· Hungary today is a mature, dynamic democracy, and, in many ways, a model for others. We know that Hungary was at the vanguard of political change in Europe. Its transition to democracy was one of the smoothest in the region. And economic reform and liberalisation have made Hungary one of the fastest-growing markets in the region. 
· Recognizing the exceptional nature of the Hungarian experience in transitioning from authoritarian rule to democracy, the Secretary-General selected Hungary to be a member of the Advisory Board of the UN Democracy Fund, a new, strategic instrument that came out of UN reform for advancing the UN democracy agenda. 
· This Fund, which is under the management of the UN Office for Partnerships, which I head, is a powerful evidence of the strong demand that exists for support from the international community for assistance to democracy. With its establishment, the UN will be able to provide an ever more innovative type of assistance in the area of democracy promotion, political dialogue and human rights. 
· Hungary’s participation in this process through Ambassador Brodi has been exemplary, providing both political and financial support right from the start. 
· We are also pleased to engage on an official partnership with the International Centre for Democratic Transition, and I would like to commend the Director of the Centre, Ambassador István Gyarmaty, for his leadership. 
· We are working closely with the Centre both by supporting projects developed for democratic promotion in a number of countries and by benefiting from its experience in systematic research and practice on transitions. 

· As Hungary embarks on this series of event to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the 1956 freedom fight and revolution, it is the hope that Hungary’s experience might inspire others to stand up for freedom and demand the universal right of all people to choose their leaders and participate in political life.
· The UN has done more than any other organization to support democracy. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the General Assembly in 1948 has inspired constitution-making in every corner of the world, and contributed greatly to the eventual global acceptance of democracy as a universal value. 
· In addition, with the assistance of the UN system, major progress has been achieved in terms of fair and regular elections, representative Parliament, accountable government, national and local, predictable justice, honest public office-holders, a free press, civil society organisations as numerous as needed, and a system that protects all rights for all. 
· The UN stands ready to continue in this endeavour and is proud to count on the support of countries such as Hungary to do so. 
· Congratulations on this beautiful exhibition and best wishes for the continuation of the festivities. [image: image2.png]



