"Strengthening the Voice and Visibility of Women in Elections" proposal #2390

	Organisation Name
	IPS Inter Press Service International Association

	Project Title
	Strengthening the Voice and Visibility of Women in Elections

	Project Location
	Africa

	Project Summary
	Focusing on women in African elections through linked communication activities for journalists, female candidates and women's organisations. Journalists will be mentored and commissioned to do independent electoral reporting with a strong gender lens. Female candidates and women's organisations will be trained to use the media to get their messages across. Cross-training encounters will link journalists/candidates/NGOs. A tool kit, the "iKNOW politics" and other networks will capture lessons.

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Civic Education, Electoral Support and Political Parties

	Problem being addressed
	Nineteen African countries expect to hold elections in 2007/2008 (electionguide.org), with many facing challenges to democractic processes. Globally and in Sub-Saharan Africa women make up around 15% of members of parliament (IDEA, 2004). The first African female head of state was elected in 2006. Elections are an opportunity to increase women's representation, raise issues of inequality and press for change. Media play a key role in informing voters and creating a context of accountability.

	Executing Agent
	UNIFEM

	Implementing Partner(s)
	UNIFEM and IPS


"Strengthening Women's Engagement in Peace and Recovery in the GLR" proposal #2376

	Organisation Name
	UNIFEM East Africa Office

	Project Title
	Strengthening Women's Engagement in Peace and Recovery in the GLR

	Project Location
	Africa

	Project Summary
	This project aims at the realisation of women’s political empowerment, human rights and security in the Great Lakes Region of Africa, with a special focus on Rwanda, Burundi, and the Democratic Republic of Congo. In this programme, UNIFEM relies on advocacy, policy dialogue, action networks, and capacity building, to help eliminate gender inequality, insecurity, and exclusion of women. 

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Civic Education, Electoral Support and Political Parties

	Problem being addressed
	The proliferation of peace agreements and democratic elections in the countries of the region, the inherent precariousness of post-conflict situations, and the cross-border nature of the problems that affect them, create a window of opportunity that must be seized to develop a common vision for peace and human security for all women of the GLR. In such a fragile context, inclusion is key to avoid re-activating the cycle of violence and insecurity

	Executing Agent
	UNIFEM; a Regional Programme Manager for the GLR will coordinate from Nairobi, K

	Implementing Partner(s)
	African Union, UN ECA, and regional women networks (FERFAP, FEMNET, ABANTU for


"Dialogue des sociétés civiles pour la Démocratie en Afrique de l’Ouest" proposal #2220

	Organisation Name
	Conseil des ONG d’Appui au Développement

	Project Title
	Dialogue des sociétés civiles pour la Démocratie en Afrique de l’Ouest

	Project Location
	Africa

	Project Summary
	Les coalitions nationales d’ONG du Bénin, Burkina Faso, Guinée, Mali, Niger, Sénégal, Tchad et Togo proposent d’agir ensemble afin de promouvoir une interface entre pouvoirs publics et société civile au niveau national et régional. Le projet d’une durée de deux ans vise à renforcer la capacité d’analyse, de mobilisation et de communication des coalitions d’ONG grâce à des programmes de capitalisation et d’expertise (plaidoyer) et de renforcement institutionnel (communication et information).

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Civil Society Empowerment

	Problem being addressed
	On ne peut que déplorer le manque de reconnaissance tant des autorités gouvernementales nationales, régionales qu’internationales des acteurs collectifs nationaux, nos plates-formes nationales d’ONG ont souhaité s’unir pour se renforcer mutuellement, assurer un suivi conjoint des négociations intergouvernementales régionales et internationales et contribuer ainsi à l’émergence d’une diplomatie non gouvernementale sous-régionale.

	Executing Agent
	CONGAD – Conseil des ONG d’Appui au Développement 

	Implementing Partner(s)
	Cordination SUD – France (appui technique) PNUD – Division des Organisations de


"Role of Parliaments in implementing UN human rights treaties" proposal #1703

	Organisation Name
	INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

	Project Title
	Role of Parliaments in implementing UN human rights treaties

	Project Location
	Africa

	Project Summary
	The project aims a) to increase parliamentarians' knowledge about human rights treaties, b) to strengthen their capacity to contribute to the preparation of country reports to the UN treaty bodies and to the implementation of their concluding observations c) to increase the number of ratifications. This project will focus on francophone African countries. This is where the need to improve compliance with the treaty body system is most acute. Key activity a) will identify six priority countries.

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

	Problem being addressed
	Parliamentarians are uniquely placed to promote and raise awareness on human rights; they adopt legislation, oversee the executive, shape public opinion and ratify international instruments. However, in developing countries in particular, they often lack the knowledge of international human rights standards and mechanisms to fulfil their role. They are often unaware of the work of the UN treaty bodies and therefore do not monitor government compliance with human rights obligations.

	Executing Agent
	INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

	Implementing Partner(s)
	Parliaments and the UN, in particular the OHCHR.


"ELECTORAL REFORMS AND THE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN" proposal #2284

	Organisation Name
	SADC PARLIAMENTARY FORUM

	Project Title
	ELECTORAL REFORMS AND THE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION OF WOMEN

	Project Location
	Africa

	Project Summary
	Electoral reform lobbying and advocacy by political parties that are aimed at improving the environment within which elections take place to enhance the participation of women in political and democratic governance processes. Electoral reforms strategy recognizes that on its own, observation of elections is not a guarantee for democratic electoral competition, it must be geared towards influencing the process to improve the legal and political environment in which elections are conducted. 

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Civic Education, Electoral Support and Political Parties

	Problem being addressed
	Electoral reform lobbying and advocacy by political parties that are aimed at improving the environment within which elections take place to enhance the participation of women in political and democratic governance processes. Electoral reforms strategy recognizes that on its own, observation of elections is not a guarantee for democratic electoral competition, it must be geared towards influencing the process to improve the legal and political environment in which elections are conducted. 

	Executing Agent
	SADC PARLIAMENTARY FORUM

	Implementing Partner(s)
	PARLIAMENTS OF SADC-


