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	Organisation Name
	Center for Community Journalism and Development

	Project Title
	Media, Democracy and Development in the Philippines

	Project Location
	Philippines

	Project Summary
	The Philippine mass media’s watchdog role is critical to the preservation & advancement of Philippine democratic institutions. This project aims to renew media ethics & sense of responsibility, to increase public awareness on the right to information, improve investigative journalism, promote independent media & strengthen mass media-citizens relations to be better able to address governance issues & concerns. 

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Access to Information

	Problem being addressed
	The concept of an independent press has yet to take root in the Philippines. Big media organizations in the Philippines are often owned by conglomerates and wealthy families. This weakens the media’s role as watchdog. Recent government actions have sent a chilling effect on the media and subtle threats to independent journalists exist. There is a need therefore to strengthen independent media groups so that they can increase transparency and accountability in government and the private sector.
	

	Executing Agent
	United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) - Philippines
	

	Implementing Partner(s)
	CCJD, PCIJ, Foundation for Independent and Responsible Media, & Center for Media
	


