"Creating Demand for Accountability in Kyrgyzstan through the Anti-Corr" proposal #2645

	Organisation Name
	United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

	Project Title
	Creating Demand for Accountability in Kyrgyzstan through the Anti-Corr

	Project Location
	Kyrgyzstan

	Project Summary
	It is proposed that technical assistance be provided to Kyrgyzstan through an anti-corruption mentor, who will provide a broad range of hands-on and sustained technical assistance, including policy advice, technical expertise and implementation support. This support is essential because corruption has become endemic in Kyrgyzstan affecting the entire social fabric of the country. Even government officials acknowledged that corruption was rampant in the country and that it contributed to the mass uprising against the former President in March 2005. There are well-founded fears that if corruption is not contained, it could lead to a possible political implosion, increase in organised crime and threaten national security and sustainable development. The mentor will be based at the newly established anti-corruption agency in Kyrgyzstan, which needs support to move the country out of the current impasse and paralysis caused by corruption. Furthermore, UNODC has received a number of requests for assistance from officials in Kyrgyzstan, especially during the anti-corruption needs assessment mission. 

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Accountability, Transparency and Integrity

	Problem being addressed
	Both the UNDP and UNODC missions concluded that corruption had become endemic affecting the entire social fabric of the country. Everybody who met the mission teams, including government officials, acknowledged that corruption was rampant in the country. There are well-founded fears that if corruption is not contained, it could lead to a possible political implosion, increase in organised crime, threaten national security and sustainable development. This makes containing corruption a priority for Kyrgyzstan. Currently, donors are maintaining a wait-and-see attitude and they are withholding grants in anticipation of signs of more commitment by the government to fighting corruption. This policy may backfire if it leads to complete destabilization of the country. The government has just established an anti-corruption commission but it has a daunting task of developing a mandate, coordinating the different government units that are already accused of corruption. Local expertise is very limited hence the need for a mentor who can build the capacity of the new institution to fight corruption. 
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