"Community Conversations: Empowering Democractic Dialogue in Iraq" proposal #2095

	Organisation Name
	People in Need

	Project Title
	Community Conversations: Empowering Democractic Dialogue in Iraq

	Project Location
	Iraq

	Project Summary
	This project will empower 20 CSOs in Basra, Missan and Thi-Qar provinces, Iraq to become community facilitators and the partners of local government in developing democratic dialogue. 120 community meetings, trainings, seminars and workshops for both CSOs and local government representatives will be held. The project will use Central European experience with democratic transformation to bridge the gap between citizens and government in Iraq through the empowerment of CSOs.

	Duration
	2 years

	Activity Line
	Democratic Dialogue and Constitutional Processes

	Problem being addressed
	In the past, Iraqis did not approach government representatives with questions and concerns, as was the case with Czechoslovakia. Oppressive regimes teach citizens to stay quiet and never turn to government with complaints or ideas. In democracy, this input from the population is vital to correctly identifying local problems and finding solutions. In order to strengthen Iraqi civil society and democracy, CSOs and the local government must be brought together in a constructive format.
	

	Executing Agent
	Michael von der Schulenburg (D-SRSG), UNOPS, Baghdad, Iraq
	

	Implementing Partner(s)
	People in Need (PIN) Czech Republic
	


"Dove of Peace Program for Northern Iraq" proposal #1958

	Organisation Name
	Concordia (local Iraqi politically independent NGO)

	Project Title
	Dove of Peace Program for Northern Iraq

	Project Location
	Iraq

	Project Summary
	This project in the northern Iraqi governorates of Dohuk, Erbil, Suleimaniyah, and Ninewah includes over 1,700 human rights seminars, 48 3-day human rights workshops, 48 2-day gender equality and social change workshops, 4 counseling and peacebuilding centers, 3 art exhibits on human rights, and 2 multicultural music festivals. Concordia's board and staff will meet with the KRG Office of the Coordinator for UN Affairs to share project information and network with other local Iraqi NGOs.

	Duration
	1 year

	Activity Line
	Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

	Problem being addressed
	Respect for human rights in northern Iraq is very low. Most people do not know their rights or how to protect them. Ethnic and religious minorities and women face severe discrimination. Sexual violence is rarely discussed and "honor killings" are still a big problem in the north. Religious freedom is minimal, people are sometimes secretly imprisoned for divergent political views. Without special efforts to protect women and minorities, the chances for equal participation in society are small. 
	

	Executing Agent
	Concordia (local Iraqi nonpartisan NGO registered with KRG Ministry of Interior
	

	Implementing Partner(s)
	Concordia; KRG Office of the Coordinator for UN Affairs as one of project monito
	


"Building a Sustainable Independent Nationwide News Agency for Iraq" proposal #1473

	Organisation Name
	IREX Europe

	Project Title
	Building a Sustainable Independent Nationwide News Agency for Iraq

	Project Location
	Iraq

	Project Summary
	The project will diversify the news available to Iraqis by enabling the new independent National Iraqi News Agency (NINA) to open reporting offices in nine governorates, supporting the key component of democracy represented by independent media. The project will allow regular reporting on Iraq's ethnic communities, employ more female journalists to foster gender coverage, and establish a national communications network to deliver objective and professional news to local media outlets.

	Duration
	1 year

	Activity Line
	Democratic Dialogue and Constitutional Processes

	Problem being addressed
	Until NINA's founding in October 2005, Iraq lacked an independent news agency, a fundamental element of the sustainable, professional media required in a democracy. NINA is providing media outlets, NGOs and the public and private sectors with unbiased, accurate information and working toward commercial sustainability. However, NINA lacks resources to establish a network of bureaus to ensure the continuous country-wide news coverage required by clients to meet citizens' information needs. 
	

	Executing Agent
	IREX Europe
	

	Implementing Partner(s)
	National Iraqi News Agency (NINA), Baghdad, Iraq
	


