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Session I: The PVE Plan of Action in the Context of the larger UN Prevention 

Agenda 

Canada welcomes and strongly supports this initiative of the Secretary-

General.  Addressing violent extremism is complex and requires a 

comprehensive response which must go well beyond traditional security thinking. 

This Plan of Action’s comprehensive approach makes the important linkage 

between deficits in governance and human rights, and factors that can motivate 

radicalization to violence.  

Inclusive and accountable governance fosters peaceful pluralism and diversity. 

As others have highlighted, inclusiveness will be crucial to our common success. 

Safeguarding human rights, promoting tolerance and pluralism, and reducing 

inequality must therefore be at the forefront of efforts to prevent violent 

extremism.  

Prevention efforts require input from non-government actors, such as civil society 

and community organizations. An effective approach to preventing radicalization 

to violence begins in communities and involves working with local leaders to 

develop early intervention programs.   

Canada fully supports the call for the development of National Action Plans to 

Prevent Violent Extremism. Canada is already engaged in a process to bring 

together our efforts in this area, which my delegation will expand upon in another 

session of our work today.  

Moreover, we will need to ensure that the UN’s efforts in this field are also closely 

coordinated with ongoing work in other fora, to avoid duplication of efforts. The 

Global Counterterrorism Forum, for instance, has done valuable work on 

community engagement and community policing, among other actions of the 

GCTF.  

Finally, Canada is a longstanding advocate of reforms to the UN system that can 

make it more efficient and effective. Removing siloes and achieving an all-of-UN 

approach will be of great benefit to the UN in implementing its efforts and 

achieving effective outcomes at the global level.  

 



 

Session III: Priorities for National PVE Plans of Action 

Canada has placed countering radicalization to violence as a key government 

priority. In this year’s federal budget, the Government of Canada committed long 

term funding to establish an Office dedicated to community outreach and 

counter-radicalization efforts. 

The Office will provide leadership on Canada’s response to radicalization to 

violence, advance research, coordinate local, national and international 

initiatives, and support community engagement. Canada’s experience with 

building a pluralistic society will inform our approach to countering radicalization 

to violence.  

And in this regard I should state that, consistent with the UN General Assembly 

Resolution on the Plan of Action to Prevent Violent Extremism, Canada’s 

experience and approach is that violent extremism should not be associated with 

any religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic group.  

Success in countering radicalization to violence requires the support and 

participation of all levels of government – Federal, provincial and municipalities 

working together – as well as society as a whole, with a particular focus on 

women and youth.  It also requires a broad-based approach involving work with 

security agencies as well as social programming.  

In particular, we should focus on early prevention. In this regard, Canada has 

seen promising results with locally-driven efforts. For example, Montreal’s Centre 

for the Prevention of Radicalization Leading to Violence - which the Secretary-

General recently visited and which is one of the various initiatives supported by 

the Government of Québec – works closely with families and youth who are 

vulnerable to becoming radicalized to violence.   

Increased community resilience not only decreases the odds of radicalization to 

violence, it also prevents the general population from over-reacting to violent 

extremism and resorting to profiling or marginalizing minority groups.  

It is in this vein of promoting tolerance and peaceful pluralism at home and 

abroad that Canada recently warmly welcomed 25,000 Syrian refugees within a 

period of only 4 months, with more still to follow.  

Finally, in terms of priorities on national PVE action plans: research, in particular 

on evaluation and metrics to measure success, will be key.  This is a priority for 

Canada and we would welcome efforts to collaborate and share best practices 

with other member states under the Plan of Action. 


