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Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Korea 

 

 

Session I: The PVE Plan of Action in the Context of the larger United Nations 
Prevention Agenda 

 

 First of all, I would like to thank the UN Secretariat and Swiss Government for 

organizing this timely conference. I also would like to join others in thanking 

the panelists for the insightful as well as informative presentations. 

 

 Korea welcomes and fully supports the UN Secretary General’s Plan of Action 

to Prevent Violent Extremism. We are ready to contribute not only to the 

international discussion of the Action Plan but also to its implementation. 

 

 At a time when this year marks the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the 

UN Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, we fully share the Secretary General’s 

approach to upgrade and re-orient the Strategy fit to the changed 

international environment of terrorism based on the lessons learned during 

the past decade.  

 

 In spite of our strenuous efforts, we still witness unabated, even increased, 

acts of violence by terrorists and extremists groups. One might even say that 

the Global Strategy has not been successful. But no one can deny that our 

efforts have not been futile at all. As the forces of violence grow, the 

determination of international community to counter them has grown 

stronger than ever.   

  

 In this context, I believe that we have to ask ourselves the following three 

basic questions when or before we discuss the context of the PVE Action Plan.  
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- First, what are the lessons we have learned for the past ten years?  

- Second, in this context, what distinguishes the current Plan of Action from 

the Global counter-terrorism strategy? 

- Third, what is the nexus between the Global Strategy and the Action Plan?  

 

 Even though we could find some answers to these questions in the Secretary 

General’s report, I believe further and deeper thoughts on these are necessary. 

- It must not be just lack of focus on the measures under pillar I and IV in 

the Global Strategy that has made our efforts not effective. 

- Even though the action plan stresses “All-of-UN” approach, it is not 

something new in the Action Plan but has been also important factor in 

the Global Strategy. 

- The Global Strategy is not something irrelevant as the Action Plan is 

introduced. It should be still implemented.  

 

 Having said that, I would like to conclude by stressing the crucial and central 

role of the United Nations systems in the implementation of the Action Plan.  

- While we fully endorse the “All-of-UN” approach, its role should be more 

than assisting Member States in the implementation of the global, 

regional and national implementation of the Action Plan. We hope the UN 

system to be more at the forefront in the prevention of violent extremism 

as it has done in the process of the Global Strategy.    
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Session II – Addressing the Drivers of Violent Extremism 

 

 

 On this topic, I would like to share with you briefly two recent activities Korean 

government has conducted. 

 

 First, in partnership with Hedayah Center of UAE, Korean government hosted a 

workshop on CVE in Seoul July last year. It was a very useful event to raise 

awareness and understanding among the government, academia and business 

on push and pull factors of violent extremism and how to address the 

challenges in our context.  

 

- One of the important elements emphasized in this workshop was the 

importance of developing a strategy based on the understanding and 

analysis of the push and pull factors characterized at the local and 

regional level. 

- Another element widely emphasized during the workshop was the 

importance of targeted and individual engagement with the people under 

vulnerable situation.  

 

 Second activity was the launch of an academic research project with the 

government support on the drivers of violent extremism in the context of 

Korea.  It was kind of a follow-up to the outcomes of the Seoul workshop, 

- The research not only analyzed push and pull factors in Korea but also 

made several useful policy recommendations to the government which we 

will study and consider during the course of establishing our national 

action plan. 

- We plan to share the major findings of this research with other countries, 

in particular on the occasion of the coming regional seminar which we 

plan to hold in Indonesia in cooperation with ASEAN countries this year. 
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Session III – Priorities for National PVE Plans of Action 

 

 Most of Korean people did not take the threat of violent extremism seriously 

and thought that Korea would be relatively safe from such threat until one 

Korean young man, a student, disappeared on the border between Turkey and 

Syria early last year to join the IS. 

 

 The case was a turning point that changed the attitude of Korea people. 

Furthermore, as IS listed Korea among the 60 countries of their possible target, 

and as IS claimed terrorist attack happened in Asia, Jakarta, for the first time 

early this year, PVE and CVE have become more pressing issue for Korea. 

  

 It was against this backdrop that Korean Parliament finally adopted the long-

delayed bill on Countering Terrorism just last month. This new Counter-

Terrorism law will provide a solid legal and institutional framework to 

effectively prevent and counter terrorism, including the issue of foreign 

terrorist fighters. 

 

 Korea is now well positioned for establishing national plan of action to 

prevent violent extremism in line with the priorities and recommendations set 

out in the Secretary General’s report.  

 

 In implementing the Action Plan, we strongly believe that, in our investment 

and efforts for the PVE, priority should be on youth and education.  

 

 As was repeatedly emphasized by previous speakers and panelists, the role of 

youth is at the heart not only of the international peace and security, but also 

of the sustainable development and of the human rights promotion.  

- Young people are the target of extremist group in their recruitment. Those 

who committed recent terrorist attack in Paris, in Ankara, and in Brussels 

were all young people 

- If less and less young people are joining the extremist group, the violent 
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extremists will soon wither away. If not, we are hopeless. 

 

 Education is the key in leading the young people to the path towards a future 

of hope, peace and development. Through education we could plant the seed 

of peace, tolerance, respect and construction that would blossom some day 

and take out the root of hatred, grievance and despair and among them. 

- UN should play a central role here and it is the reason why Korea strongly 

supports Secretary General’s Global Education First Initiative and actively 

participates in the Global Citizenship Education (GCED).  

- In this regard, we welcome the UNESCO’s recent decision on UNESCO’s 

role in promoting education as a tool to prevent violent extremism. 

- We also welcome the UN’s plan to support government in developing civic 

education programs and modules for school-aged children.  

- We highly recommend the UN to develop a model guidebook and 

materials on the PVE that can be used by teachers and educators as well 

as in the textbook of member states.  


