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Mr. Chairman, 

I wish first to commend the enlightening interventions by the 

distinguished speakers, which have contributed extensively to 

enriching this exchange of thoughts on such an important topic as 

mobilizing resources allocated to the process of combating violent 

extremism. 

 

We believe that the recent decades have amply demonstrated how the 

phenomena of violent terrorism and concomitant terrorism have 

been on the rise both quantitatively and qualitatively. While activities 

related to those phenomena began in a rather rudimentary form, we 

witness nowadays how they have acquired more sophisticated 

dimensions. Terrorist groups that used to be limited in number and 

possessed poor capabilities are transforming into "armies", they 

have come to acquire extensive capabilities that amount to those of 

small-sized states. This dramatic development has enabled terrorist 

groups to wage full-fledged wars, in which they committed egregious 

violations of human rights, resulting in their gaining control of large 

expanses of land. 

 

We are of the opinion that in order to combat this evolving trend 

effectively, a state should mobilize diverse sources of soft and hard 

powers at its disposal. Needless to say that in view of the mutant 

nature of this new threat a state has to upgrade its security and 

military capabilities. However, this security/military dimension 

should be part and parcel of a comprehensive and multi-dimensional 

national strategy or plan of action that is professionally formulated 

to confront this threat. The said strategy should include an 

ideological aspect that seeks to refute the bases of extremist ideologies 

and promote tolerance, an educational aspect that seeks to promote 

and develop education in general and education on human rights in 

particular, a social aspect that seeks to strengthen social cohesion 

within diversity and combat racism, xenophobia and defamation of 

religion, an economic aspect that seeks to realize development, 

improve standard of living and reduce unemployment, and last but 

not least, a political aspect that seeks to promote democracy, good 

governance and rule of law. 

 



It should be underlined that the aforementioned strategy or plan of 

action should be elaborated by means of a joint initiative supervised 

by states that bear an inherent responsibility in this regard. It should 

engage also other relevant stakeholders; namely academia, cultural 

and religious institutions, political parties, civil society and private 

sector. This process should be carried out in full conformity with law. 

 

These national endeavours to combat terrorism should be 

complemented by collective efforts exerted regionally and 

internationally to the same end. Those collective efforts should 

consist in –inter alia- exchanging expertise and information and 

capacity building. They should target mainly the trans-national 

dimension that is related to violent extremism. This dimension 

includes various forms of support rendered by some States to 

terrorist groups operating in other States, be that political, military, 

financial or logistical support. It includes also the increasing 

movement of foreign fighters from one country or region to another, 

as well as the employment by terrorist groups of mass media in 

promoting their ideologies and recruiting new elements. 

 

We appreciate the proposal by the Secretary General to establish a 

special fund to finance projects within the process of preventing 

violent extremism. In this regard we believe it is important that 

member States engage in formulating the terms of reference of this 

proposed fund. Moreover, we stress that there is a need to mobilize 

resources to finance preventing violent extremism projects without 

encroaching upon the resources already allocated for countering 

terrorism. 

 

I thank you. 
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