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Madam Chairperson, 
 
Violent Extremism has no agreed definition. The Secretary General accepts this 
in his report. But at least a shared understanding of this term is necessary if we 
are to have a meaningful discussion on it. To this end, a working definition of 
violent extremism may be “violence that is threatened or perpetrated, and that 
arises from extreme views – ideological, political and religious”. Violent 
extremism is also distinct from terrorism. It is more an immediate precursor, or 
an accompaniment, of terrorism rather than an equivalent phenomenon. 
 
Violent extremism is a global phenomenon which may have many drivers and 
different manifestations. It neither emerges from any particular region, nor is 
linked to any one religion, nor steered by any one set of conditions. It can occur 
anywhere in the world. All UN Member States unequivocally rejected attempts to 
associate any country, race, religion, culture or nationality with violent 
extremism and terrorism.  
 
Yet, there is continuing denial of this evident reality. For instance, this is even 
reflected in the annotations for the themes of this session. These are skewed 
towards treating this issue exclusively as a product of domestic governance, 
gender, media and education issues. They seek to circumscribe the discussion on 
national action plans to factors internal to countries. Such limitations lead to an 
inadequate understanding of the causes and nature of violent extremism and, at 
worst, to an ideological agenda identifying violent extremism with particular 
countries, region or religion. In this context, the OIC rejects the use of the term 
“Islamic State” for “Daesh” as it gives a wrong message about Islam which is a 
religion of peace. 
 
 
Allow me to briefly remind ourselves to points raised in this morning’s session of 
the drivers of violent extremism. It is very clear that violent extremism is being 
pushed by a complex mix of factors. Economic inequities, mis-governance, 
extreme ideologies, external interventions, and, foreign occupation – are some of 
the leading factors. No national action plan can succeed without addressing all 
relevant drivers of violent extremism. 
 
For instance, in parts of Africa and the Middle East, a key factor in the recent rise 
of violent extremism has been the incessant foreign interventions and, in certain 
cases, outright, and continued, foreign occupation. To ignore this, and to focus 
only on, say, weak governance structures or gender inequality, would be illogical. 
Even on governance, we would need to acknowledge the close linkage between 
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the rise of extremism and deliberate destruction of governance institutions 
through foreign intervention and foreign occupation. The more we look at the 
recent history of Africa, the Middle East and South Asia, the more this linkage 
reinforces itself.  
 
My own country continues to grapple with violent extremism that is geared  by 
drivers and factors beyond our national domain.  
 
That notwithstanding, we have made sincere efforts to deal with intrinsic drivers 
of violent extremism. Almost half of our 20-point National Action Plan addresses 
various drivers of violent extremism. Our Prime Minister’s Youth Programme 
strives to provide educational opportunities, skill development and microfinance 
facilities to our youth. Our recent legislations protecting women at work places 
and the latest women rights bill seek to empower women. We also seek to 
augment our efforts through bilateral cooperation and partnership with the 
relevant UN agencies. We would be happy to share our experience of formulating 
and implementing the Action Plan with interested countries.  
 
Violent extremism is increasingly afflicting developed countries as well. In recent 
years, there has been a disturbing rise of extreme right wing parties, driven by 
xenophobic, Islamophobic impulses in the West. There are increasing incidents 
of violence against particular communities. Why is this happening? In the 
developed world where ostensibly effective governance structures are in place, 
the rule of law apparently exists, gender equality is an accepted norm- then why 
do we see the rise of extreme right wing parties? Why is a political discourse that 
creates an environment ripe for violent extremism being allowed to flourish?  
 
Madam Chairperson, 
 
The UN needs to address the phenomenon of violent extremism in its totality. 
The global spread of this problem and the international drivers behind it, cannot 
be ignored for political expediency. We expect the UN to be impartial and non, 
selective. So let me ask: While there appears to be a readiness, even eagerness, to 
have the UN move into particular parts of the world under a vague mandate of 
PVE, would the UN be in a position to go to a country where extremist right wing 
ideologies have been given free reign and are making the atmosphere conducive 
to attack particular communities, and where extreme discourse is leading to the 
success and mainstreaming of such political parties? The UN needs to think, plan 
and act in a neutral manner. It must prevent itself from being perceived  as it was 
during the Iraqi misadventure. If the UN does not address violent extremism in a 
comprehensive manner then its credibility could be undermined. We must not 
allow that.  
 
Madam Chairperson, 
 
In order to prevent violent extremism we need: (a) a better understanding of the 
concept of violent extremism; (b) a recognition that it is emanating from 
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developed and developing countries; (c) a clear identification of the drivers, both 
international and domestic; and, (d) an appreciation of the mix of measures 
required to counter violent extremism which are appropriate to specific national 
and regional situations. Without this, the inclusion of PVE in the work of every 
UN Agency can lead to unproductive, expansion of their mandates and a wastage 
of resources. 
 
We would propose that the UN should focus on providing a forum for enhancing 
our common understanding of the phenomena of PVE, and for the exchange of 
national experiences and best practices in preventing violent extremism. The UN 
may support member states in preventing violent extremism, only if requested by 
Members States, while fully respecting the sovereignty of Member States.  
 
 Thank You.  

 
------ 


