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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
I’m delighted to be contributing both as a representative of the United Kingdom 
and also as co-chair of the Global Counter Terrorism Forum working group on 
Countering Violent Extremism.  I would like to thank our hosts, the United 
Nations and the Government of Switzerland, for bringing us together around this 
crucial topic. 
 
I will emphasise three points and one national commitment: 
 
First: the extent of the challenge.  Violent extremism affects all our societies.  We 
need to reflect the urgency and scale of effort required in how we develop 
national action plans and effective responses.  It will be up to each government 
as to whether and how to develop such a plan, but we must all act. 
 
Second: we need to learn lessons from each other.  None of us have all the 
answers – but together, we can succeed.  So we should bridge our divides and act 
in a new mode of collaboration and partnership, using our national action plans 
to build up the evidence base and test what works. 
 
Third: we need to adjust our approach as governments so that we develop 
powerful partnerships with industry and civil society that empower 
communities to take action.  Violent extremism can only be fully rooted out if our 
national action plans inspire action at the community level. 
 
On my first theme, the extent of the challenge… 
 
You will have heard my Prime Minister talk about it not being enough to focus 
only on those who have committed themselves to violence.  We also need to 
focus on the extremism that lies behind the violent extremism, and must defeat 
extremist ideology in all its forms.  So we strongly welcome the Secretary 
General’s focus on this being a broad, preventative agenda, one that should be at 
the heart of the United Nations and international rules-based system – as much 
about development and human rights as about peace and security.  We should 
aim to change the conditions in which extremism flourishes and stop vulnerable 
individuals taking choices that lead them down the path to violence.  To achieve 
this, we need to take dynamic action at the national level that involves the whole 
of government, justice, private sector and community actors. 
 
On learning lessons… 
 
None of us are immune to this menace – even if you do not currently face a direct 
threat, you are likely to in the future.  So we must all take actions now to prevent 
extremism taking hold.  But the evidence base on what actually works is thin.  So 
in the UK we are investing in research, including through our new Extremism 
Analysis Unit, and in programmes that innovate and test what works.  There are 
no generic templates.  But the early evidence shows that there are ways 
government can act – and more importantly not act – that will make a difference.  
Our responses must avoid doing harm, for example by suppressing civil liberties.  
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We want to work in partnership with all governments who have experiences to 
share, and with organisations such as those represented on this panel, so that 
together we design appropriate responses.  In this regard, we applaud the work 
of the Hedayah Center to capture best practice on development of national action 
plans and that of Interpeace to identify how to build positive resilience in 
communities.  We should all make use of the growing expertise that is available. 
 
On changing our approach and empowering communities… 
 
In the United Kingdom we believe we have an open, democratic, diverse and fair 
society.  And yet we still see home-grown extremists and intolerant elements 
persuading young men and women to travel and fight in Syria and Iraq.  We are 
now re-doubling our efforts.  As part of our Counter Extremism Strategy, 
launched in October, we have committed as a government to countering 
extremist ideology, to building a partnership with all those opposed to 
extremism, to disrupting extremists and to building cohesive communities.  
Nationally we are aiming to tackle the segregation and feelings of alienation that 
can help provide fertile ground for extremist messages to take root.  
Internationally we are expanding our investment in the Global Community 
Engagement and Resilience Fund, from whom we’ll hear later.  We encourage 
you to consider investing in GCERF too, so that communities across a range of 
countries develop new innovative approaches to preventing violent extremism. 
 
We are developing proactive communication campaigns – led by credible voices 
in our communities – as a model national response to tackle the narrative of 
extremism.  Nationally, as part of the counter-Daesh Coalition and through our 
membership and contributions to the United Nations, Commonwealth and 
European Union, we are developing capabilities that should help us all build 
effective strategic communications efforts.  We need to work together to win the 
propaganda war, empower credible voices to be heard, develop partnerships 
with the social media companies and persuade our young people that they do 
have a choice that does not involve violence.  We must tackle those who promote 
intolerance or suggest that some people are superior to others, whether because 
of religion, gender or race.  And we must ensure our children learn to think 
critically and can challenge such assertions and destructive ideology.  So we 
support the UN’s call for each of our governments to put tolerance and 
education, community cohesion and strategic communications at the heart of the 
action we take at the national level. 
 
As we reflect the extent of the challenge, learn from and partner with each other, 
and empower our communities, we will prevent violent extremism.  But only if 
we do so at pace and scale and build sustainable capability.  We strongly support 
the Secretary General’s challenge to each government to develop national action 
plans – in whatever form is most appropriate – and to each UN agency to make 
commitments that address violent extremism. 
 
For our part, the UK’s commitment is to share our national experience, to commit 
our resources to develop expertise and best practice through multinational fora 
and to support action through practitioner organisations.  Let us work together 
to build the international evidence base and to develop the partnerships, 
capabilities and networks essential for us to succeed in preventing violent 
extremism. 


