
 
Geneva Conference on Preventing Violent Extremism 

7 – 8 April 2016 

 

Session II – Addressing the Drivers of Violent Extremism, 7 April 2016 

 

Statement by Her Excellency Dr. Hala Hameed, Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary, and Permanent Representative of the Republic of Maldives to the 

United Nations Office at Geneva 

 
Check against delivery 

 

Thank you Mr. Chairman, and the panelists for the discussion this morning. The 

Maldives looks forward to continuing our close engagement with the UN System and 

your office in particular. 

Let me add my voice on behalf of the Maldives to thank the United Nations Office at 

Geneva and the Government of Switzerland for co-organizing this timely conference. 

We welcome the Secretary General’s Plan of Action which clearly and comprehensively 

identifies the way forward, collectively.  

Excellencies,  

As has been demonstrated by the despicable attacks in Turkey, Brussels, Pakistan, – 

among others, extremism is neither national nor regional. It is bound by no border. It is 

inherently pervasive and global.  

Violence, fuelled by hatred and fear, have reached every society in every corner of the 

world. The Maldives is no exception. We vehemently condemn all acts, methods and 

practices of violent extremism and terrorism, in all its forms and manifestations, 

committed by whomever, wherever, and with whatever grounds. 

Violent extremism cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, 

civilization or ethnic group. The Maldives has repeatedly and continuously condemned 



any acts of terrorism in the name of Islam. An entire faith cannot and should not be 

blamed and targeted negatively for the despicable acts of a group of persons. Any 

approach to addressing the prevention of violent extremism must recognize and address 

ideological subversion. 

Excellencies,  

When discussing how we, as a global community should address the struggle against 

violent extremism, we must acknowledge that this fight is not won on the battlefield, or 

through military might. But rather through winning the war in values progress, and 

ideology, where societies are empowered to open their minds for tolerance; and their 

hearts to respect one another. This tolerance and respect begins with our young. Our 

young and youth must be protected, nurtured, and empowered.  

We may develop our economies; stabilize our societies; but we may still fail to make 

substantial headway in this struggle in preventing violent extremism. I say this, because 

there exists today, a gap between sustainable development and counter-terrorism. A gap 

that has seen the educated, the well-endowed, and the privileged join the multitudes of 

the destitute in turning to extremism and violence. What we need is a strong cohesive 

narrative; a narrative of tolerance, respect based on the fundamental values of 

principles; where women and youth are empowered and engaged in meaningful 

development. 

The Maldives believes the importance of counter-terrorism initiatives, such as those 

enacted in our Anti-Terrorism Act of 2015, which creates a framework not only for 

prosecution of Maldivians engaged in violent extremism activities at home and abroad, 

but also for implementation of plans to prevent violent extremism and radicalisation. 

The Maldives recently established a Counter Terrorism Centre and strengthened 

legislations including adopting the Money Laundering and Terrorism Financing Act of 

2014. As mandated, a National Strategy to counter terrorism is being drawn up by this 

Centre.  

Excellencies,  

Our discussion of drivers must address ideology directly. There is neither reason nor 

any coherence in terrorism today. Violent extremism targets the innocent, the most 

marginalized, the minorities, and the defenceless. However, we, the global community, 

must be coherent in our planning, unified in our resolve, and coordinated in our efforts. 

The Maldives stands ready to work with the community of nations to end this global 

scourge. Once and for all, and for all of us!  

Thank you.  

 


