
Geneva Conference on Preventing Violent Extremism - The Way Forward 

Statement by Germany 

7 April 2016 

Check against delivery 

 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

Thank you very much for the invitation to this important conference 

which enables the international community to share information 

and views concerning the causes and  effects of violent extremism 

and the measures to prevent it.  

 

There are as many root causes of violent extremism as there are 

factors influencing radicalization processes. There is no uniform 

radicalization pattern. Radicalization may for instance be triggered 

by negative personal experiences, Internet propaganda or the 

influence of fellow prison inmates.  

 

Germany has taken numerous measures at various levels to 

prevent radicalization and identify radicalization tendencies as early 

as possible. We pursue an integrated and interdisciplinary 

approach which includes the relevant public and private players 

and caters for specific local conditions.   

 

We set great store by information and education. The Federal 

Agency for Civic Education and the institutions funded by it, for 

instance, provide a wide range of services which include further 

training, conferences and preventive approaches online. Recently, a 
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YouTube format has been developed in cooperation with well-

known YouTubers in an effort to counteract ISIL propaganda, in 

particular.  

 

The counselling service on radicalization at the Federal Office for 

Migration and Refugees is a central element of our efforts to 

support family members and friends of persons who are in the 

process of becoming radicalized. The service was set up in 2012 

and serves as a first point of contact for friends and family 

members. If necessary, it arranges further personal assistance from 

civil society partners at local level.  

 

The dialogue with Muslim associations and other relevant contacts 

is also important. We have a long-standing culture of dialogue, for 

example in the framework of the German Islam Conference. Various 

other networks and platforms have been established to share 

information.  

 

To succeed, however, prevention and deradicalization require 

everyone to work together. It is very important for us to closely 

share information also with our European and international 

partners. Furthermore, we support several projects worldwide to 

combat violent extremism, for instance a project of "Muslims for 

Human Rights" in Kenya. We also set great store by joint 

approaches and best practices in multilateral forums. In this 

context, I should like to draw your attention to this year's OSCE 

Counter-Terrorism Conference, which will take place in Berlin from 

31 May to 1 June. It will deal in depth with preventing and 

countering violent extremism and radicalization that lead to 
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terrorism.  

 

Violent extremism concerns every society and knows no borders. It 

affects all of us. Therefore, Germany explicitly supports the Plan of 

Action to Prevent Violent Extremism presented by the United 

Nations' Secretary-General, which lays the foundations for our 

concerted efforts. We are currently drawing up a strategy to prevent 

extremism and promote democracy in line with its recommendation 

to develop a national action plan which sets national priorities for 

addressing the local drivers of violent extremism. 

 


