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YEAR IN REVIEW 2004
(14 mins.)
9 December, 2004
	CUM. TIME
	VIDEO
	AUDIO



	00:00
	OPENING MONTAGE


	 (MUSIC)

	00:02
	TITLE: GRAPHIC 2004
	NARRATION
2004. 
A Year of many challenges. 

The aftermath of war in Iraq still dominated the news.…

The world’s worst humanitarian crisis unfolded in Darfur in Sudan.… 

And a year the United Nations around the globe fought for peace and human rights – and against poverty, disease, and human suffering.                                                   (26)


	00:28
	INJURED PEOPLE
	Around the world, violence ran rampant. From Beslan to Baghdad…from Darfur to the Gaza Strip, basic human rights were trampled.  United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan urged the world to end the brutality.                                                   (16”)


	00:45


	ANNAN ON-CAMERA
	ANNAN: (sync sound) 

“Today the rule of law is at risk around the world.  Again and again we see laws shamelessly disregarded. ”                       (8”)


	00:54
	FIGHTING
	NARRATION
And perhaps nowhere was violence more evident than in Iraq.  Fierce fighting between insurgents and U.S.-led coalition troops continued, with civilians caught in the crossfire.  Amid this bloodshed, sovereignty was returned to Iraq, an interim step endorsed by the UN Security Council.    (21”)
 

	01:16


	SYNC SOUND
	NATURAL SOUND

“The draft resolution has been adopted unanimously.”                                           (4”)


	01:20

01:37
	IRAQ MEETING
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
	NARRATION
In May, UN Envoy Lakhdar Brahimi travelled to Iraq to help set up its new political structure and pave the way for the country’s first democratic elections due to take place early next year. 
Meanwhile, UN local staff worked to provide much needed water and medical supplies.
                                                                (23”)


	01:44

	WAREHOUSE

	NARRATION
Allegations of corruption around the UN’s former Oil-for-Food Programme, which fed millions of Iraqis for years, led the Secretary-
General to appoint an independent panel to 
investigate the handling of the programme. 
                                                                (13”)

	01:56

	ANNAN ON-CAMERA
	ANNAN: (sync sound) 

“We want to get to the bottom of it and clear it as quickly as possible.  It has done damage.  Yes.”                                          (5”)


	02:03
	ARAFAT’S MEMORIAL

	NARRATION
The year has seen the death of Yasser Arafat, leader of the Palestine Liberation Organization.  Arafat did not live to see the creation of an independent Palestine but Senior UN Envoy to the Middle East, Terje Roed-Larsen spoke of a continued commitment to Arafat’s ideal.                  (20”)
 

	02:21
	LARSEN ON-CAMERA
	LARSEN: 

“Now that he has gone, both Israelis and Palestinians must, make even greater efforts to bring about the peaceful realization of the Palestinian right to self-determination.”  (12”)


	02:33


	PEACE BELL CEREMONY

	NARRATION

While the United Nations and the world remembered the 10th anniversary of the genocide in Rwanda, a new tragedy was 
coming to light in Darfur in Western Sudan where local warfare has led to the worst humanitarian crisis on the planet.  More than a million and a half people have fled their homes and tens of thousands have been raped or murdered – caught between the government militias and local rebel groups trying to expand their territory.                (29”)


	03:04

	 FACES
	In a race against time, refugees battled sandstorms and near starvation to reach safety in neighbouring Chad.                    (9”)


	03:13
	FAIZA ON-CAMERA
	FAIZA: (In Arabic – English translation)
“For one month we were walking, until we reached Chad.”                                         (4”)


	03:18
	REFUGEES GET FOOD


	NARRATION
United Nations agencies worked feverishly to help set up refugee camps and provide desperately needed aid.  Food convoys crossed thousands of miles of desert, and planes airlifted lifesaving supplies to hundreds of thousands.                           (15”)


	03:34
	SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING
	NARRATION
In an effort to speed peace talks, the Security Council took the extraordinary step of meeting in Nairobi, Kenya.                        (7”)


	03:42
	ANNAN ON-CAMERA
	ANNAN:

“Only a comprehensive political solution for the Sudan as a whole offers any longer-term hope of stability in the country.”              (10”)


	03:51

	APPLAUSE


	NARRATION
The meeting ended with warring factions from another conflict in Southern Sudan signing a peace pledge – raising the hope that peace in the south would spill over to Darfur in the west.                                   (10”)


	04:05


	WOMEN CRYING
	This crisis is just one of many old conflicts challenging the United Nations.                (9”)


	04:12
	PEACEKEEPING
	In the Democratic Republic of Congo, UN peacekeepers were tested as new violence erupted.  United Nations Under-Secretary-General for Peacekeeping Operations, Jean-Marie Guehenno…                                  (12”)


	04:25
	GUEHENNO ON-CAMERA
	GUEHENNO: (sync sound)
“At the moment, the international community is not addressing the challenges of the Congo with the necessary resources.”      (6”)  


	04:32
	UN TANKS
	NARRATION

Taking up that challenge, the UN Security Council authorized nearly six thousand more peacekeeping troops.                                (7”)


	04:41


	DEMONSTRATION
	And in Cote D’Ivoire…a different challenge. The government violated a cease-fire by launching an attack on rebels – killing nine French peacekeepers.  In response – the Security Council imposed an arms embargo.  

                                                                (16”)


	04:55
	FAMILY WALKING
	Elsewhere in Africa, countries struggled to avoid relapse into conflict.  In Liberia, with UN support, former soldiers were disarmed, many of them women and children.  Ex-combatants and returning refugees were then trained, side-by-side, in trades that help rebuild their country.                                (20”)


	05:16
	AMPUTEES


	In Sierra Leone, victims of war crimes have a chance for justice as they get ready to meet attackers at the UN assisted “Special Court”.  The UN has also helped train local police forces to take over security of their own country.                                                   (20”)


	05:40


	BRIEFING
	NARRATION
Other nations around the world also worked to rebuild after war. Satellite technology made it possible, with UN assistance, for census teams in newly independent Timor Leste to gather vital information about its population.  (16”)


	05:56
	SNOW/PEOPLE
	And in Afghanistan, millions lined up for the country’s first free elections – a sign of hope after decades of despair.  With UN assistance, Afghanis voted and they elected Hamid Kharzai President.                       (15”)


	06:12
	REFUGEE BOARDS BUS


	Finally, war refugees, like the “one millionth” returnee, Abdul Wakhil, are returning home after years of exile in countries like Iran. 

                                                                (10”)



	06:23


	WAKHIL ON-CAMERA


	WAKHIL: 

“I am happy to go home to help my people and rebuild the country.”                           (7”)


	06:33
	POPPY FIELDS
	NARRATION

But Afghanistan’s problems remain enormous.  Its opium economy is booming and millions of landmines still litter the countryside.                                             (10”)


	06:42
	MEN LISTEN
	NARRATION
Ridding this country, and other war-torn nations, of deadly landmines is an ongoing UN priority.                                                (6”)


	06:49
	MINE CLEARING
	Thirty-seven million landmines have been destroyed in just five years, saving others from a fate similar to fourteen-year-old Cambodian boy, Lay Sokhum, who lost both 
legs after stepping on a long-forgotten mine.
                                                                (14”)


	07:06
	BOY WALKING
	How to raise money to heal the medical and psychological scars of mine victims was a focus of the UN Summit for a Mine Free World held this year in Nairobi.                 (9”)


	07:16
	WAR TANKS
	2004 was a year in which global defense spending increased to more than nine hundred billion dollars, nearly twenty times more than was spent on development.  World Bank President James Wolfensohn called for a shifting of priorities.               (16”)


	07:33
	WOLFENSOHN ON-CAMERA
	WOLFENSOHN:  (sync sound)
“I feel that if we spent nine hundred billion on development and on getting people to have jobs and to go into business we probably would not need more than fifty billion for defense.”                                                 (11”)


	07:45
	TRADE FAIR
	NARRATION

But the world is spending less on development percentage wise than in decades past.  Almost a quarter of the world is poorer today than it was just ten years ago.                                                         (11”)


	07:56
	POVERTY
	Cutting in half the number of people who live in extreme poverty is one of the UN’s Millennium Development Goals – a set of targets and time-frames endorsed four years ago by world leaders to address the most crucial issues facing humanity in the next few decades.  But in 2004, many of the poorest 
countries were still bypassed by globalization.                                           (26”)


	08:23
	ANNAN ON-CAMERA
	ANNAN: (sync sound)
“In many countries, progress is too slow to meet the goals, but with creativity and political will, we could do much better.”  (10”)
  

	08:33
	TRADE FAIR
	NARRATION

Efforts to close the gap continue. The United Nations worked to overcome trade barriers. And all around the world, UN agencies have been helping women gain financial independence.  From teaching women to farm clams in Morocco…to providing small business loans to female Palestinian refugees and orchid growers in Fiji.        (24”)

	08:57
	HOSPITAL
	NARRATION

The fight against disease was another of the year’s priorities.  While controversies about the legal aspects of cloning and stem cell research led to heated debate in the General Assembly, around the world the UN World 
Health Organization focused mainly on grassroots approaches to health care.    (18”)


	09:17
	WORKERS VISIT VILLAGE

	Health care workers in Africa travel house-to-house in twenty-three countries to ensure that more than eighty million children are immunized against polio as part of the 
UNICEF-sponsored largest public health campaign in history.                                (15”)


	09:36
	FUNERAL
	At the same time, HIV/AIDS remains the biggest global health threat.  Nearly forty million people carry the virus.  In just two years, women’s infection rates have increased nearly sixty percent in some regions.  The international effort to reverse 
the spread of this pandemic – another Millennium Development Goal – continues.
                                                                (23”)


	09:58
	HEALTH CLINIC

	NARRATION

UN AIDS and the World Health Organization began the second year of their initiative to dispense treatment to three million HIV-infected people.  And a simple ten-dollar-a -year antibiotic treatment was found to cut the mortality rate of HIV infected children almost in half.  To reduce new infections, prevention programmes were a front-line defence.  (25”)


	10:24
	ARMED FORCES
	In Papua New Guinea, where nearly one third of the country’s armed forces are infected, nurses teach soldiers the virtues of safe sex.                                                  (10”)


	10:34
	ALEXIS ON-CAMERA
	ALEXIS: (sync sound)
“They have unprotected sex, they pick up the virus, they come back to their families and they mostly give it to their wives”.             (7”)


	10:44
	CONFERENCE
	NARRATION

And in Thailand, the largest global conference on AIDS in history, co-sponsored by the UN, ended with a call for solidarity between governments and the private sector to ensure access to treatment for all.      (15”)


	10:59
	ICEBERG
	NARRATION
2004 was also a year with severe environmental challenges. Arctic ice was melting quickly due to global warming, raising sea levels and threatening to flood small islands like Tuvalu in the Pacific. Tuvalu President Maatia Toafa…            (17”)


	11:16
	TOAFA ON-CAMERA
	TOAFA: (sync sound)
“The threat is real and serious and is of no difference to a slow and insidious form of terrorism against Tuvalu.”                         (8”)


	11:27
	FLOODS
	NARRATION

Hurricanes and tropical storms devastated small island nations like Grenada and Haiti in 2004.  UN Peacekeepers in Haiti, already on the ground to help control chaos following 
the departure of former President Aristide, worked with aid agencies to help victims of the storm.                                                (19”)


	11:48


	LOCUST SWARM

	And abundant rains in the African Sahel region led to the biggest locust invasion in two decades.  With a swarm capable of eating as much as what ten elephants would in a single day, the crops of entire countries were wiped out.                                       (19”)


	12:10
	CHIEF ON-CAMERA


	VILLAGE CHIEF: (In French – English translation)
“This field had crops planted all over, but now it looks as if we never planted anything.  It’s just a pile of sand.”                              (8”)


	12:16


	SPRAYING FIELD


	NARRATION

A UN-coordinated eradication campaign helps control the damage.                         (7”)


	12:25
	SMOKE STACKS
	As the year drew to a close, a break through step for the environment.  Russia signed the Kyoto Protocol, an essential vote that paved the way for this international climate-change treaty to take effect early next year.        (18”)



	12:43

	UN COMPOUND
	As it approaches its 60th Anniversary in 2005, the United Nations prepares to undergo the most sweeping reforms in its history.  At year’s end, a high-level panel made 101 
recommendations for reform, including expansion of the Security Council to make it more representative of today’s world and a 
more aggressive approach to interventions when States fail to protect their own citizens.
Mr. Anand Panyarachun, Chair of the High Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change.                                                   (33”)



	13:17


	PANYARACHUN ON-CAMERA
	PANYARACHUN:
“Our intention was to try and produce some kind of system which would meet the challenges of the future and which would be required by this century.”                         (10”)


	13:27
	CLOSING MONTAGE
	NARRATION

The challenges will be great in the year to come as the United Nations works to rethink the concept of collective security, help restore the rule of law around the world and continue its mission, not only to alleviate suffering but to foster peace and development.  It is work that must be done.  It is only by meeting these challenges that global problems can be overcome.  (26”)



	14:00

	FADE TO BLACK
	END


