Opening the meeting, the Director of UNIC Moscow briefly outlined the main results of the Council’s session and said that it triggered rather extensive news coverage and commentary. To this effect, he quoted several articles in the Western and Russian press. 

In his comments, Oleg Malginov made a broad overview of the session. He specifically spotlighted that the latest meeting of the Council was quite important for strengthening its institutional make-up. In his words, the most important result was the agreement on the parameters of the periodical reviews of the performance of states in the area of human rights. Describing the mechanics of the review, he said that the Council is to be working throughout a calendar year non-stop. That said, a considerable element to be taken into account is the need for the UN human rights budget to at least double. 

The key-note speaker also described the discussion of the special procedures of the UN human rights machinery and commented on the way country specific mandates were debated by the Council. 

Summing up his impressions, he said that the outcome of the session is still under consideration at the Russian Foreign Ministry because of its multifaceted character. But, in any case, the glass is rather half full than half empty. 

In the lively one-hour discussion that followed, the UNIC Moscow’s guests – experts in human rights, international law, human rights activists and journalists -  were asking questions and making comments on Mr. Malginov’s overview. Among the subjects raised were the unavoidable politicization of human rights issues at the UN, modalities of periodic review, the forthcoming 60th anniversary of the Convention on Human Rights and other topics.

All in all, it was a frank and lively discussion which helped to further bolster the human rights dimension of this Centre’s work. The ground work laid last year proves to be beneficial to this UNIC, and our idea to act as a “club” on human rights is being more and more accepted.

