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Excellencies, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

 It is with great pleasure to welcome you today to this briefing on 

the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the 

African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM).  

 

This briefing session is part of a series of events of the annual 

Africa-NEPAD Week, organized to advocate for and mobilize 

partnerships for Africa’s development.  

 

In this context, this briefing is intended to provide an overview to 

Member States on efforts being made by African countries and 

institutions, with the support of the international community, in 

promoting peace, security and development, and achieving 

internationally agreed development goals, including the MDGs. 

 

I wish to welcome our colleagues from the NEPAD Agency and 

the African Peer Review Mechanism Committee of Eminent Persons and 

Secretariat. I am particularly honoured to introduce Dr. Ibrahim Assane 

Mayaki, the Chief Executive Officer of the NEPAD Agency and 

Ambassador Fatuma Ndangiza Nyirakobwa, the Vice Chair of the APR 
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Panel of Eminent Persons and thank them for taking part in this 

interactive session of our deliberations.   

 

 The year 2013 is indeed a historic year of African celebration. In 

May of this year, African leaders gathered at the Summit level in Addis 

Ababa to commemorate 50 years of achievements by the Organization 

of African Unity / African Union (OAU/AU).  

 

This week we are celebrating, at the UNHQ in New York, the 10th 

Anniversary of the establishment of the APRM, a unique, African-driven 

mechanism for deepening good governance and ensuring commitments 

to the standards of good political, economic, corporate governance 

through voluntary and inclusive peer reviews.  

 

We are also celebrating the 10th Anniversary of the establishment 

of the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa, an Office whose core 

mandate is to advocate for and mobilize international support for 

Africa’s development, support the implementation of the outcome of 

major United Nations Conferences, and ensure coordination and 

coherence in the UN’s support for Africa. 

 

 Given the convergence of these three important milestones, this 

year gives us a unique opportunity to take stock of the progress the 
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continent has made, the challenges it still faces, and the opportunities 

and prospects that lie ahead.  

 

 This exercise is more than timely as it coincides with the ongoing 

discussions on the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the formulation 

of Sustainable Development Goals.  These discussions should reflect our 

commitment to supporting Africa’s development needs, particularly 

NEPAD priority areas, through our work in the United Nations on these 

issues.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

Allow me now to present the case points in the two reports of the 

Secretary-General produced by the Office of the Special Adviser on 

Africa, namely: 

 

(a) New Partnership for Africa’s Development: eleventh consolidated 

progress report on implementation and international support 

(A/68/222); and  

 

(b) Implementation of the recommendations contained in the report of 

the Secretary-General on the causes of conflict and the promotion 
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of durable peace and sustainable development in Africa (A/68/220 

– S/2013/475). 

 

I will start with the Secretary-General’s report on the New 

Partnership for Africa’s Development:  Eleventh consolidated 

progress report on implementation and international support  

 

I. Actions by African countries and organizations 

 

As an Africa-owned, Africa-led socio-economic development 

framework, NEPAD represents an important paradigm shift in the way 

that African governments and people conceive their development. Since 

its adoption over a decade ago, the continent has enjoyed accelerated 

economic growth and social development.   

 

African countries and organizations made significant progress in 

implementing NEPAD priorities and consolidating past gains, in spite of 

the lingering effects of the global financial and economic crisis. While 

highlighting Africa’s economic growth and social development, the 

report also highlights the continent’s persisting challenges, including its 

slow progress towards achieving the MDGs.  
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It also underscores the need for African countries to strengthen 

domestic resource mobilization, increase public investment, and catalyse 

private sector resources for the implementation of NEPAD’s priority 

programmes, particularly those related to infrastructure and agricultural 

development.  

 

Distinguished Delegates, 

 

With respect to the implementation of NEPAD priorities, African 

countries have made significant progress in both infrastructure and 

agriculture.  

 

• On infrastructure, African leaders signaled their commitment to 

infrastructure development by adopting the Programme for 

Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), which was 

endorsed by the African Union Heads of State and Government in 

July 2010. During the past year, African countries intensified 

efforts to accelerate infrastructure development, including through 

initiating modern infrastructure projects in transport, energy, 

information and in communications technology.   
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The continent also made significant progress in generating 

domestic resources to finance infrastructure projects, providing a 

substantial part of the financial resources spent thus far.  

 

• The NEPAD Agency has worked to accelerate the implementation 

of the African Union-NEPAD Presidential Infrastructure 

Champion Initiative (PICI).  Several PICI projects have made 

noteworthy progress, including the “Trans-Saharan Gas Pipeline” 

project and the “Missing Link of the Trans-Saharan Highway” 

project, which will link Algeria, Niger and Nigeria.   

 

Other innovative PICI projects have been launched across all 

sectors.  The “Nile River Navigation” project, championed by 

Egypt, aims to develop a navigational water route that traverses 

five countries -- Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, South Sudan and 

Uganda.  

 

Two of the nine projects included in the North-South Corridor, 

championed by South Africa, are nearing the implementation 

stage. This initiative covers eight countries in Southern, East and 

North Africa cutting across various infrastructure sectors, 

including road, rail, ports and energy. 
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• Progress has also been made in ICT subsectors, particularly in 

the implementation of the NEPAD ICT Broadband Infrastructure 

Programme to connect all African countries with one another and, 

in turn, with the rest of the world through broadband fibre-optic 

submarine cables. Similarly, the NEPAD e-School Initiative aims 

to equip all African primary and secondary schools with ICT 

equipment. 

 

• In agriculture, the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture 

Development Programme (CAADP) has steadily grown in 

importance, with increased participation by African countries. As 

of June 2013, 40 African countries have engaged the CAADP 

process, with 30 signing CAADP compacts and 23 finalizing their 

investment plans. African countries have also made substantial 

progress in the implementation of their CAADP commitments. In 

particular, eight countries have surpassed the 10 per cent budgetary 

allocation targets to agriculture set out in the Maputo Declaration 

on Agriculture and Food Security and many countries that have not 

yet met the target have made progress.   

 

The NEPAD Agency focused its efforts on building national 

capacities and institutions for CAADP implementation, providing 

support to several African countries in the preparation of the 
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CAADP compacts and National Agriculture and Food Security 

Investment Plans. 

 

• In the area of governance, African countries have made 

commendable progress through the African Peer Review 

Mechanism (APRM) and the implementation of recommendations 

emanating from the peer review process. In its tenth year of 

existence, the APRM continued to strengthen political, economic 

and corporate governance across the continent. During the 

reporting period, Niger, Tunisia and Chad joined the APRM, 

bringing its membership to 33 countries representing more than 76 

per cent of the African population.  Tanzania and Zambia were 

peer-reviewed in January 2013, increasing the number of countries 

reviewed to 17.  

 

 

• In the health sector, progress towards meeting the target set out in 

Abuja Declaration of allocating at least 15 per cent of annual 

national budgets to the improvement of the health sector continued 

during the review period. At the end of 2012, Botswana, Burkina 

Faso, Malawi, Niger, Rwanda and Zambia had reached the target, 

with just over half of all African countries reporting that they had 

allocated 9 per cent or more of their national budgets to health. 
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• On education and training, African leaders continued to 

implement the Global Education First Initiative to accelerate 

progress towards education goals. The NEPAD Agency continued 

to promote nursing and midwifery education in support of maternal 

and infant well-being in African rural areas. For instance, in the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, Rwanda and the 

United Republic of Tanzania, some 70 nurses and midwives have 

been trained in a NEPAD-supported master’s degree programme in 

midwifery, maternal care, child nursing and trauma in the past two 

years.  

 

• On the issue of gender, the continent also made strong progress 

in the implementation of its gender commitments.  In 2012, the 

proportion of seats held by women in African national parliaments 

reached nearly 20 per cent and nearly half the countries on the 

continent have achieved gender parity in primary school.     

 

While Africa has made significant strides in its development 

efforts, resource and capacity constraints continue to hinder progress.  

International support will be a vital complement to Africa’s own efforts.  
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Let me now briefly turn to the international dimension of the 

partnership. 

 

II. International Support Measures 

 

(a)  Official Development Assistance 

 

According to the OECD’s latest data, total ODA flows to Africa 

declined, falling from $51.7 billion in 2011 to roughly $43 billion in 

2012. This decline, due in part to fiscal tightening in many donor 

countries, has caused donor countries to fall even further behind in 

meeting the aid targets set at the 2005 G8 Gleneagles Summit. Aid 

allocation to Africa remains significantly below the level implied by the 

Gleneagles commitments, which would have been around $66 billion in 

2011 prices.   

 

(b) Debt Relief 

 

The international community has continued to address Africa’s 

debt problems through the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries initiative 

(HIPC) and the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiatives (MDRI), as well as at 

bilateral levels. 
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As of June 2013, 29 African countries reached the post-

completion point, thus receiving full debt relief. By the end of 2012, 

two countries – Comoros and Guinea – reached the HIPC initiative’s 

completion point. In addition, during the reporting period the IMF and 

the World Bank announced $176 million in debt relief for the Comoros 

and $2.1 billion for Guinea.   

 

The Paris Club of Creditors also announced debt cancellation of 

$8.1 billion for Comoros and debt relief of $344 million for Guinea, 

including $151 million in debt cancellation. While the debt burden of 

African countries has continued to reduce, there are still a large number 

of heavily indebted countries in need of debt relief, particularly post-

conflict countries.  

 

(c) Foreign Direct Investment 

 

According to UNCTAD, despite the decline of 18 per cent in 

global FDI flows, FDI flows to Africa increased from $47.6 billion in 

2011 to $50 billion in 2012. While FDI flows to Africa were driven 

largely by investment in the extractive sectors, FDI flows for services 

and manufacturing also recorded some gains.   
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Emerging countries of the South, including Brazil, China, India 

and the United Arab Emirates, continued to channel investment towards 

Africa in 2012. According to the African Economic Outlook (2013), 

South-South investment made up the largest share of announced 

greenfield investment to Africa for the second year in a row. 

 

Another positive development is the diversification by African 

countries of their sources of external financing. According to the 

International Monetary Fund, as of May 2013, 11 countries had 

issued bonds on the international financial markets, hence reflecting 

the increased confidence on the part of investors in the future growth 

prospects of Africa. 

 

(d) Trade 

 

Progress in the area of trade remained limited.  While preparations 

for the Ninth Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization, 

which will be held in Bali, Indonesia in December 2013 are underway, 

the Doha Round of trade negotiations remains stalled on important 

issues affecting Africa, including trade distorting agricultural 

subsidies.  Failure to conclude the Doha Round has impeded efforts to 

boost African trade and strengthen its development. 
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Unfortunately, Aid for Trade resources committed to Africa 

declined from $18.5 billion in 2010 to $13.1 billion in 2011, 

representing a 29 per cent drop. This decrease, caused by lower 

commitments to energy and transport projects, has affected countries 

both north and south of the Sahara. 

 

III. Challenges  

 

While the continent has made significant progress in the 

implementation of key NEPAD priority sectors, Africa continues to face 

challenges. With less than two years left before the MDG 2015 target 

date, many African countries are far off track to meet the Goals by 2015. 

Moreover, the continent faces new and emerging challenges including 

climate change, rapid population growth, and increasing unemployment, 

particularly amongst its youth.  

 

In addition to African efforts to strengthen domestic resource 

mobilization to underpin development financing, the continent will need 

the strong support of its international development partners to meet its 

goals. It is particularly important for the international community to 

meet its commitments towards Africa’s development, including through 

ODA, trade, debt relief, capacity development and technology transfer. 
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With the 2015 deadline to achieve the MDGs fast approaching, the 

international community has begun deliberations on the Post-2015 

Development Agenda.  The Rio+20 Outcome Document underscored the 

special and significant challenges in achieving sustainable development 

in Africa and called for more attention to be given to Africa and the 

implementation of previously agreed commitments related to its 

development needs.  In the Outcome Document of the 68th General 

Assembly Special Event on the MDGs, held on 25 September 2013, 

Member States acknowledged that most African countries remain off-

track in meeting the MDGs and committed to strengthening their support 

for the implementation of the NEPAD.  In this context, it is paramount 

that Africa’s needs and priorities are reflected in the new Agenda, 

including as part of the Sustainable Development Goals currently being 

devised.   

 

Financing is a particularly important consideration for the Post-

2015 Development Agenda.  In light of its importance, Senegal, as the 

country chairing NEPAD will hold the Dakar Financing Summit for 

Africa’s Infrastructure in December 2013. The main objective of the 

Summit is to attract financial investment and political recommitment for 

major African regional infrastructure projects. 
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In addition, during the “Sixth High-level Dialogue on Financing 

for Development” held early this month, the “Group of 77 and China” 

urged the President of the General Assembly to appoint co-facilitators to 

hold informal consultations with a view to taking a final decision by 

2013 on the need for a follow-up Conference on Financing for 

Development, in keeping with the General Assembly resolution 67/199. 

Should this conference be held before 2015, it would contribute 

meaningfully to the post-2015 development agenda, particularly on the 

need for additional resources for implementation such as financing, 

trade, technology transfer and capacity building. 

 

Excellencies, 

 

I now have the pleasure to introduce to you the Secretary-

General’s report on the Causes of Conflict and the Promotion of 

Durable Peace and Sustainable Development in Africa, which is a 

report submitted to both the General Assembly and Security 

Council. 

 

Since the last report published in July 2012, the majority of 

African countries have been experiencing a period of greater political 

stability. African countries have also achieved significant progress in 

democratic governance, notably with the peaceful organization of 
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presidential elections in Somalia, Ghana, Kenya, Mali and Zimbabwe to 

name a few.   

 

• In fostering these positive developments, the APRM has 

been playing a catalytic role by promoting good governance.  

The Mechanism has opened up political space for citizen’s 

participation in policy debates, fostered national dialogues, 

increased advocacy for good governance, and improved service 

delivery.   

 

In spite of these positive developments, there have been some 

setbacks such as in the Central African Republic (CAR), the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo (DRC), and Mali.  

 

• In the Central African Republic, Seleka coalition rebels 

carried out a coup against the existing government in March 

2013. Despite the Libreville ceasefire agreement of January 

2013 between the former Government of CAR, the Seleka 

coalition, and other military and political factions, the political, 

security and humanitarian situation in the country continues to 

be a source for significant concern.  
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The United Nations has continued to support the conflict resolution 

and mediation efforts of the Economic Community of Central African 

States (ECCAS), mainly through the deployment of an additional 

1,200 regional peacekeepers to strengthen ECCAS troops in Bangui. 

The United Nations Security Council also passed a resolution asking for 

detailed options for international support to the International Support 

Mission for the Central African Republic (MISCA), including the 

possible option of a transformation of MISCA into a United Nations 

peacekeeping operation. The resolution further asked the United Nations 

to reinforce its current mission, the United Nations Integrated 

Peacebuilding Office in the Central African Republic (BINUCA), and 

called for "free, fair and transparent presidential and legislative 

elections" at the end of the 18 month transitional period. 

 

• In the DRC, the situation in the eastern part of the country 

continued to deteriorate due to continued conflict involving the 

March 23 Movement (M23) and Government forces.  A 

comprehensive Peace, Security, and Cooperation Framework 

for the DRC and the region was signed in May 2013 following 

wide ranging consultations between countries of region, with 

the support of the International Conference on the Great Lakes 

Region (ICGLR), the Southern African Development 

Community (SADC), the African Union and the United 
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Nations. The Framework Agreement seeks to address and end 

the repeated cycles of instability in eastern DRC and the region.  

  

• In Mali, in close partnership with the African Union and 

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the 

United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization 

Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) was established in July this year. 

The Mission is intended to support Malian authorities and 

ensure that the transitional roadmap aimed at bringing the 

country back to democracy will be implemented.  

 

 It is hoped that the presidential elections recently held will 

contribute to the further stabilization of the country, and foster inclusive 

democracy, national reconciliation, durable peace, and sustainable 

development.  The United Nations and partners of the international 

community are determined to contribute further to an environment that 

would address the national and regional social and economic challenges 

that triggered this conflict in the first place. 

 

The United Nations also continues to strengthen institutional 

cooperation with AU and RECs, further support mediation efforts, and 

financially and operationally back peacekeeping and peace building 
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missions along with other development partners committed to peace, 

development and reconstruction in Africa.   

 

Excellencies,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

This year the thematic focus of the Causes of Conflict report is on 

good governance and elections as sources for peace and stability for the 

continent. This is timely and relevant. Eighteen elections took place in 

Africa in 2012 and 17 are scheduled for 2013.  

 

Several countries such as Ghana, Kenya, and Zimbabwe have 

already held successful elections. The 2013 Kenya and Zimbabwe 

elections were notably peaceful, when compared to the electoral 

violence and turmoil that followed the contested presidential polls in 

the previous cycle.  

 

 This year’s Secretary-General’s report addresses how good 

governance and the rule of law can be instrumental in ensuring better 

outcomes for electoral process in Africa, so that democratic processes 

can lead to a conducive environment for development rather than 

serving as triggers of conflict.   
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Today, nearly all countries in Africa view elections as the most 

appropriate way to choose their leaders, and elections have served as a 

powerful catalyst for better governance, security, peace and the 

consolidation of democracy in many African countries.   

 

The African Charter on Democracy, Elections, and Governance 

adopted in January 2007 called on African states to commit to promoting 

best practices in the management of elections for the purposes of 

political stability and good governance and to the promotion of a system 

of government that is inclusive and representative.  

 

Article eight of the charter calls on “State parties to eliminate all 

forms of discrimination and intolerance and adopt legislative and 

administrative measures to guarantee the rights of women, ethnic 

minorities, migrants, people with disabilities, refugees and displaced 

persons and other marginalized and vulnerable social groups so as to 

strengthen democracy and citizen participation.” 

 

The Charter rightly notes the strong linkages between elections and 

good governance, as well as the rule of law, peace, and stability. There is 

a direct correlation between credible elections, good governance, 

effective rule of law, and the reduction of the potential for conflict.  
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Indeed, good governance, effective rule of law and, in particular, 

the effective and fair administration and management of  electoral 

processes are critical to ensuring legitimate political outcomes that are 

accepted by society, thus reducing the potential for social conflict.  

 

As this year’s report underlines, the triggers of conflict in Africa 

are many and varied. However, the exclusion and marginalization of 

groups from governance and political processes constitute one of the 

most common symptoms of poor governance and a common trigger 

of conflict and relapse into conflict on the African continent.  

 

An inclusive process for choosing leaders and ensuring 

participation in decision-making is essential to build consensus and 

confidence in the democratic process and develop a culture of solving 

problems through peaceful political means rather than violence. 

 

Addressing these multifaceted issues requires that decision 

makers work with legislatures, law enforcement, political parties, 

and civil society on legal frameworks that respond to the needs of 

each society in ways that help mitigate the potential for conflict.  

 

This includes adopting an electoral system and laws that foster 

inclusive outcomes, are simple enough to work in a society without high 
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literacy rates and addresses the question of inclusion of marginalized 

groups including youth, women, and the disabled. 

 

Member States, entities of the United Nations System and partners 

of the international community should support and follow up on the 

recommendations made in the report.  

 

All concerned may also propose ways in which the family of  

nations can provide further support  in building effective state 

institutions that prevent, resolve, and mediate conflicts, while advancing 

democracy, good governance and the rule of law which foster socio-

political and sustainable  development in  Africa.  

   

Distinguished Delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Before I conclude, allow me to take this opportunity to express our 

sincere appreciation for the cooperation extended by all missions in the 

past in adopting by acclamation the associated resolutions emanating 

from the UN General Assembly plenary debate on Africa in support of 

Africa’s development and on the causes of conflict and the promotion of 

durable peace and sustainable development on the continent. 
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As Member States begin deliberations on the Post-2015 

Development Agenda, it is important that the United Nations focus and 

redouble its efforts in support of Africa's development, particularly in 

those areas emphasised in the Rio+20 Outcome Document and the 

NEPAD Sectoral Priorities.  Member States have signaled the need to 

strengthen and better coordinate the organization's support for the 

continent.  

 

 In addition to calling for strengthened coordination of the Inter-

Departmental Task Force on African affairs in Resolution 66/287, 

Member States in Resolution 66/293 called for the establishment of the 

United Nations Monitoring Mechanism to review commitments made 

towards Africa’s development -- for which OSAA will provide a 

Secretariat.  

 

 In light of these important endeavours, the Secretary-General is 

proposing to strengthen the Office of the Special Adviser on Africa to 

enable it to implement its expanded mandate and address evolving issues 

more effectively, and in support of Africa’s development. I trust that 

with your support, these proposals will carry through in support of 

Africa at a very critical time. 
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Moving the African agenda forward requires strong political will 

and efforts, supported by the United Nations, around the nexus between 

peace and security, development, human rights and good governance.  

 

As the year-long Golden Jubilee celebrations continue in 

commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the 

OAU/AU, let us recommit ourselves to the implementation of the 

African Union’s socio-economic programme NEPAD as the 

embodiment of the spirit of Pan-Africanism.  

 

Thank you. 


