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\79 STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE MR. MOMODU

- KOROMA ~ MINISTER OF FOREIGN :AFFAIRS AND
 INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION AT THE OFFICIAL

- OPENING CEREMONY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
" CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT, DEMOBILIZATION.
" REINTEGRATION AND STABILITY IN AFRICA. HELD
AT MIATTA CONFERENCE CENTRE FREETOWN 215T—-'
- 24™ JUNE 2005. |

" Your Excellency, Alhaji Dr. Ahmad Tejan Kabbah PreS1dent
of the Republlc of Sierra Leone, |

B Cablnet Mmlsters, _ |
.'Honourable Members of Parhament
» Excellenmes Members of the Dlplomatlc and Consular Corps,
= Excellency, Professor Ibrahnn Gambarl and the UN Task

Force,

| '_'Dist_inguis_hed:De.legate's, Ladies and Ge'ntlemen,- = |

Tt glves me great pleasure to Warmly Welcome you all to Slerra
| '-_gLeone The Government and People of S1erra Leone w1sh to‘_' |
| '_:extend to the United Nat1ons and 1n partleular the Ofﬁce of the*
| Special Adv1ser on Afrlca (0OSAA), its deepest appremaﬁon for' |
= _glvmg us the opportumty to host the ﬁrst DDR Conference of thls L
= nature on the Afrtcan contlnent ThlS 1s a clear mantfestanon of the_' -
g interest we. all have in promotmg peace and stab111ty on the._'

contment It also shows the level of eonﬁdence the 1nternat10nal_
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R communlty now have in the peace and stab1hty that prevaﬂs In our

country

_' 'Thanks to the W1sdom the v1sron and the courage dlsplayed by our g
..Presrdent His Excellency Alha_]l Dr Ahmad Tejan Kabbah our |
B '_DDR programme in Sierra Leone has ‘been descrlbed in many
quarters as be1ng a great success. Indeed since the DDR was'
_completed in December 2001 the country has enjoyed relative
~ peace and stablhty and there has not been a srngle 1ncrdent that-
.would give the sllghtest mdrcatlon that the DDR was not

successful

The chorce made by the Unlted Nations to host this conference in
- Sierra Leone came therefore as no surprrse to the Government The
~idea was therefore heartlly welcomed as most of our combatants
" have returned to normal civilian™ 11fe and the country is well_-
g :underway to sustamable development lt 1s therefore our pleasure
and pnde to share w1th you our humble exper1ence in th1s regard.
'- 'Mr Co- cha1rman Your Excellency, D15t1ngu1shed Guests Ladles |
- and Gentlemen lookmg closely at our own DDR programme and |
- _others in some of our 31ster states it has been observed that the ad
hoc basrs on wh1ch DDR programmes have been carrred out.on the'_ |

| '-contment has often been responsrble for a frag1le peace and the'."- B

"resurgence of conﬂrcts n some countrles Very often combatants o
are not. properly catered for in hurrredly concluded DDR. o
- Programmes with combatants often endmg up wrth no substantlal

. 'change in the1r l1ves and nothmg to look forward to in the future _'
'-They therefore are left with no optlon but to recourse to takmg up o -

' _arms to revert to war.

Mr. Co chalrman Your Excellency, D1st1ngu1shed Ladres and _. "
'Gentlemen DDR programmes have been undertaken in many'
Afrrcan' countrles Both the cont-ent and the structure of these
o programmes have varred from country to country to the extent that -
. the level of success has also varled What i is 1t that has made some_
| DDR programmes more successful than others‘? What should be“'
'the main 1ngred1ents of successful DDR programme” If one
" should ask further how has the poht1cal social and economlc-'_'l
o environment of the conﬂrct affected the success of the DDR‘? |
B | DDR programmes have also varred in length and in admmlstratron :
from place to place How has the length of the varrous elements of =
-_ the DDR programmes affected their success‘7 How long 1deally-r-' |
'should the entrre DDR programme last for and what should be the

“main elements-of-a s.ucc_essf_ul ad_mmlstratlon of the programr_ne_‘?. |
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g Mr Co charrman D1st1ngu1shed Ladles and Gentlemen _the :
._'response to these questlons and many more that may arise durmg
| .'the course of the Conference wrll serve to throw lrght on- this
" subject and help determme the outcome Thrs hopefully erl serve g
1o 1mprove on the understandlng of Afrlcan Governments and the
international communrty in the future It is therefore hoped that -
‘with thls assembly of experts v1ct1ms and benef1c1ar1es of past and
- present DDR programmes we W1ll be able to chart a better way

forward for peace and stabrhty to prevarl on the entrre contrnent

3 DDR programmes are a vital component of any peaoe process but_. -
- they cannot be 1mplemented ina Vacuum nor can they on therr own
N make a peace process successful I hope as we dellberate on these_ -
E 1mp0rtant 1ssues we shall also examme the env1ronment and ‘the : |
| mterlmkages that are bound to have an nnpact on the success of the |

. DDR and the sustarnablhty of peace

 The hostmg of th1s Conference should therefore serve as an__
.opportunlty for all the delegates to examme in detall the pol1trcal .
economlc and soc1al 1ssues that are bound to have an 1nﬂuence on
. the DDR Programmes and to. reﬂect on the numerous conﬂrcts that -
had engulfed the contment the efforts that have been made at sub-_ o

" reglonal regronal and global levels to resolve these conﬂrcts and o
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- the extent to Wh1ch the ‘cause. of sustarnable peace has been

'advanced

: 'To conclude we should be aware that there is no way Afnca is

gorng to attaln sustamable development 1n lrne “with the

Mrllenmum Development Goals, w1thout ﬁrst peacefully resolvmg;

 the conflicts that are tearlng the contlnent apart We. must therefore "

endeavour to put in place approprrate mechanlsms for successful

: :rmplementatron of DDR programmes through our respectlve.

| reg1onal organ1zat10ns Wrth the support of the Umted Natlons

- _ ] therefore WlSh to 1mplore all the delegates to carefully examlne

- the issues, drawmg on d1fferent country cxperrences to enrlch our

- knowledge of the subject matter and therefore our preparedness for' =

: conﬂlct resolutron and peace- bullclmg

g :.Mr Co charrman Your Excellency, D1st1ngu1shed Delegates

. 'Ladles and Gentlemen I wrsh you all frultful dellberatrons and a

o successful outcome

g IThar_lk You'.'- -

TOTAL P.04



