United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHR)

Support to AU/NEPAD (Period of July 2010 to June 201)

Collaboration with UN agencies

The reporting period observed notable progres<iniesing some of the key social, economic
and political priorities of the African Union to @mnote and strengthen continental, regional and
national measures for peace, stability and devedmpnSuch includes the growing number of
member states who have signed and ratified the €dion on the Protection and Assistance of
Internally Displaced Persons (Kampala Conventioihivw 18 months of its adoption. A total of
31 signatories and 10 ratifications have been secwrhich is testimony to the seriousness with
which Africa, home to around half of the globalatiobf internally displaced persons (IDPs),
considers conflict prevention, peace and stabd#yimperatives to the continent's development.
Member states who have ratified and depositedétigcation instrument at the AU are Uganda,
Zambia, Sierra Leone and Gabon, whereas those wlve hatified but yet to deposit the
instrument of ratification are Central African Répa, Chad, Djibouti, Gambia, Somalia and
Togo. UNHCR and partners continue to advocate wnmber states that have ratified the
Convention to immediately deposit the Ratificatinatrument at the AU in order to support and
facilitate the entry into force of the Convention.

In addition, UNHCR together with UN Agencies andviClSociety Organisations continue to
advocate for the speedy signature, ratification immplementation of the Kampala Convention
and the 52 recommendations set forth in the Kampalelaration adopted at the AU Special
Summit on Refugees, Returnees and Internally Despl@ersons in Africa in October 2009.

Collaboration with the above mentioned partnerstinaed throughout the reporting period to
realize the Plan of Action for implementation oé tButcomes of the Kampala Special Summit.
The Plan of Action was endorsed by the AU Execu@eeincil during the July 2010 AU Summit
in Kampala (Exec Council Decision 19-23/07/2010nked to the AU Strategic Plan 2009 to
2012, it is built on the pillars of peace and sigushared values, institutional and capacity
building. Its goal is to address root causes aedctimllenges of forced displacement so as to
contribute towards sustainable peace, securitydavélopment in the continent. It serves as an
implementation and accountability framework andvjites a focused and structured platform for
interaction between AU and its partners in dealinity the challenges of forced displacement in
Africa. The Plan of Action is divided into two brbareas. Activities during the reporting period
focused on the first area of the plan, mainly oorsterm activities aimed at promoting the
speedy signature, ratification/accession and dooagisin of the Kampala Convention. The
second area addresses medium to long-term intéoweraimed at preventing and addressing root
causes of forced displacement in Africa, as weldasable solutions and assistance to affected
populations. It is anticipated that more activitiegil be identified in the process of developing
detailed annual work plans.

To expedite the signature, ratification and donsesittn of the Convention in line with
implementation of the Plan of Action, UNHCR in @tibration with OSSRE&the Organization

for Social Science Research in Eastern and Southern Africa) and in support of the AU, organised
a High Level Seminar to Support the AU Plan of Awtfor the implementation of the Outcomes
of the Kampala Special Summit. The seminar wasaé&e by approximately 120 participants
ranging from Ministers from member states to higlvel government officials, mid-level



technocrats, UN partners and other Internationadn&ges and civil society organisations. The
Seminar provided a multi-lateral forum to discuss ¢hallenges and strategies on ratifying and
implementing the Kampala Convention and the Kampedelaration. It also provided a forum to
discuss the roles of various actors in comprehenpwace building efforts and post-conflict
reconstruction activities including in the searoh durable solutions for displaced populations.
The Seminar resulted in a set of actionable recamdaieons and conclusions which will be
implemented at the national, regional and contildavels.

In support of the AU Year of Peace 2010, UNHCR wilaboration with other UN and
International Agencies supported communication @uitleach activities to advance the cause of
peace at various levels, including a photo exhbitio raise awareness on the impact armed
conflict has had on women and children on the oemnt. Some twelve UNHCR offices in, in
collaboration with its partners, commemorated ttiecAn Year of Peace by organising various
peace education, sports and cultural initiativesedi at promoting peace and also distributed
additional humanitarian supplies to the most vidbér displaced population as a sign of
solidarity to end displacement in the continent.

In addition to collaborating with OHCHR in efforts assist the AUC in the development of a
comprehensive human rights strategy for Africa, WNRHhas also worked closely with the AUC
and other UN partners in the development of the@Widelines for the Protection of Civilian in
AU peace operations. This is to ensure that thdedjuies conform to International Humanitarian
Law principles and take into account refugee ptaiaaconcerns as well as the specific needs of
forcibly displaced populations. UNHCR has also exjml engagement with the newly-
established African Union Commission on Internaglohaw (AUCIL), considering that the
development and promotion of international lanntedral to the development of Africa.

UNHCR is also a member of several clusters under REM (UN/AU Ten Year capacity
building programme), including the Communicatiom&l aAdvocacy cluster chaired by OSAA
which aims to improve information and communicasicsirategies for NEPAD programmes.
UNHCR also worked closely with the various sub-t#us under the RCM cluster on Social and
Human Development chaired by the various UN prognas and co-chaired by the AUC. In
collaboration with IOM, UNODC and ILO, UNHCR supped the AU Social Affairs
Department in launching the AU COMMIT campaign e iGAD and EAC regions during the
reporting period. The campaign aims at raising ama@ss and enhancing continental, regional
and national cooperation towards tackling traffickiin persons, especially in women and
children. In addition, UNHCR worked closely with UMEM and UNICEF in continental
programmes related to the protection and assistaheeomen and children affected by armed
conflict and on mitigating the impact of armed dmtfon women and children. UNHCR was
called upon by th€lub de Madrid, in a seminar organised by UNIFEM, to raise awassmon
the situation of refugee women and children in t@ntinent affected by conflict and
displacement. Increasingly, UNHCR has also beerroaghed by the Peace and Security
Department of the AU and Secretariat of the Pahéh@ Wise to participate in workshops and
seminars as key speakers on the protection ansta®set of women and children in conflict
situations including on the protection and secusifuation of nomadic populations in the
continent.

With regards to improving Africa’s Civil Registrati and Vital Statistics (CRVS), UNHCR
collaborated with the UNECA and other UN Agenciasorganising the first ever Ministerial
Conference on CRVS during the reporting period. Toaference resulted in a Declaration of
Ministers and a set of actionable Recommendationsnfiproving CRVS systems of member



states, which of relevance to UNHCR is the inclasid marginalised populations in national
CRVS systems and development portfolios.

UNHCR called on African governments during the 4tint Annual Meetings of the AU and
ECA Conference of Ministers of Economy, Finance &mahning to formulate and implement
equitable and inclusive social policies and stiggeghat support the protection of vulnerable
populations. A maiden resolution was adopted whegglvernments pledged their commitment
to addressing social concerns such as wide spreagrty and massive youth unemployment
whilst mainstreaming gender issues in governingelbgoment and economic transformation as
well as addressing the needs of vulnerable groupls as refugees, IDPs, the youth, the elderly
and children.

Financial and Institutional Support

During the reporting period UNHCR continued to extethe full time secondment of a
professional staff member at the P4 level and edtio the Division of Humanitarian Affairs,
Refugees and Displaced Persons in the DepartmeRbplitical Affairs of the African Union
Commission. Staff of the UNHCR Representation te #frican Union and UNECA also
collaborated with and provided support to the AfridJnion in meeting the various priorities of
the African Union.

In support of the AU, the UNHCR / OSSREA High Le@dminar to promote the AU Plan of
Action for the implementation of the Outcomes oé tKampala Special Summit, UNHCR
provided financial support (USD 130,000) towards tinganization of the Seminar. In addition,
UNHCR also contributed to printing costs for docutserelated to the Outcomes of the Kampala
Special Summit and on other advocacy and awareaessisg materials on the situation of forced
displaced populations in the continent including e AU COMMIT campaign strategy
document on trafficking-in-persons.

UNHCR provided support to the AUCIL to hire a Coltsat to develop a Model Law on the
African Union Convention for the Protection and i&tance of Internally Displaced Persons
(Kampala Convention) which will be shared with me&mbtates to ease the domestication and
implementation process. The model Law is expeatelet completed by September 2011 and a
meeting of Legal Experts from the continent will beyanised by the AUCIL to promote the
Model Law.

Advocacy work in support of African Development

UNHCR undertook numerous advocacy activities tegawareness on the AU Special Summit
and to mobilize political and financial support the implementation of its outcomes. In addition
to activities highlighted in Para 1 above, UNHCRshalso worked with the African-
Parliamentary Union to call for their support insaring that forced displacement matters
affecting peace and stability and development endbntinent gain the necessary attention of all
stakeholders.

Following requests made by the African Union Consmais’'s Peace and Security and Political
Affairs Departments’, UNHCR produced advocacy matetto raise awareness on the challenges
faced by displaced populations in Africa. UNHCRoalgarticipated in the Seventh African
Development Forum(ADF VII) to advocate for enhanced assessment and researtheo
potential consequences of climate change on popuotatvho are already of concern to UNHCR
including on the additional human displacement ades which climate change will cause.



UNHCR called for appropriate preparedness, adaptatnd coping mechanisms to be in place
soonest so as to mitigate the consequences clichatiege is likely to have on development
efforts in the continent.

Other advocacy activities undertaken during theoripg period included collaboration with the
AU and other regional organizations through pgvéition in AU COMMIT campaign against
human trafficking, development of AU guidelines thve Protection of Civilians, AU Ordinary
Summits and conferences, the Regional Coordinalenhanism between the UN System and
the African Union as well as bilateral interactiomgh representatives of AU Member States and
partners, support to various AU organs including $ub-Committee on Refugees, Returnees and
IDPs of the AU Permanent Representatives Committee.

Impact of UNHCR'’s support activities to NEPAD

The long standing and strong partnership that UNH@Rys with the African Union has enabled
it to effectively collaborate with various Orgarfstloe AU and its Member States and support the
NEPAD programme. An example of a tangible impachistoric proportions resulting from this
partnership is the adoption in October 2009 ofAfrican Union Convention for the Protection
and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons iinicd the Kampala Declaration and
Recommendations. The new Convention, which hasinvitB months of its adoption gained 31
signatures and 10 ratifications, is expected togoabout significant changes in the conditions of
the millions of IDPs in the continent and the prati@n of forced displacement in the future. The
Convention also sets a positive international pdené in regard to the protection of IDPs
worldwide. Fifteen ratifications by AU Member Siatare needed to bring the Kampala
Convention into force.

UNHCR’s engagement with partners in support of At#s priorities, as outlined above, are

geared towards supporting continental efforts ttaimt peace and stability and enhance
development. Activities to raise awareness on thaton of women and children affected by

armed conflict to the inclusion of marginalised plapions in national CRVS systems are all

aimed at supporting comprehensive, integrated dpugnt on the continent and addressing key
social, economic and political priorities that walccelerate the integration of the African

Continent into the global economy.



