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Annex 
Iraq’s procurement for its weapons of mass 
destruction programmes 

A. The scope and role of procurement from the 1970s to 1990 

1. In the early 197Os, Iraq embarked on a programme to modernize its industrial 
infrastructure and upgrade its armed forces. It created a military and industrial 
complex that incrementally incorporated weapons programmes which were heavily 
dependant on imports of foreign technology, arms, equipment, tools, parts and 
materials. The foreign assistance varied from supplies of items and sales of licensed 
technology to the construction of turn-key facilities in Iraq. With total control over 
Iraq’s considerable oil resources and ongoing development of the petrochemical 
industry, the Government of Iraq was perceived as a solid business partner by its 
foreign suppliers. 

2. In the course of investigation and verification by UNMOVIC, it was 
established that in the period from the mid-1970s to 1990, more than 200 foreign 
suppliers had provided major critical technology, equipment, items and materials 
that were directly used by Iraq for its chemical warfare, biological warfare and 
missile programmes. The suppliers included governmental agencies and 
organizations, private companies and individuals who acted as brokers and 
middlemen. About 80 branches of foreign banks outside of Iraq were involved in 
transactions related to those acquisitions. In addition, dozens of trans-shipment 
companies were involved in the delivery of items and materials to Iraq. While there 
were cases where suppliers were aware of the final end-use of equipment and 
materials delivered to Iraq, there were also cases where the providers were unaware 
of the intended end-use or end-user of the items they sold. 

3. From the 1970s to the mid 1980s, Iraq procured technology, equipment and 
materials from foreign suppliers, manufacturers and distributors. During this period, 
there were no international controls over the export of dual-use chemical and 
biological items or missile technology. 

4. The mechanics of the procurement were relatively simple at that time. They 
involved the creation of operational accounts in Iraqi banks, the Central Bank of 
Iraq and the Rafidain Bank, corresponding accounts in foreign banks, direct 
interactions with prospective suppliers and the preparation and execution of 
contracts. The shipping of goods to the point of entry in Iraq was normally the 
responsibility of suppliers. 

Tightening trade controls 

5. In 1984, in response to the findings of the United Nations special investigatory 
mission that chemical weapons had been used in the Iran-Iraq war, a number of 
Governments introduced systems of licensing to govern the export of some 
chemicals that could be used for the production of chemical weapons. In 1985, a 

1 The information supplied in the present document has been limited to what is relevant to the 
mandate of UNMOVIC: chemical and biological weapons and delivery systems with a range 
greater than 150 km. 
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