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Principle 5, Rio Declaration 

All States and all people shall cooperate in  

the essential task of eradicating poverty as an 
indispensable requirement for sustainable 

development, in order to decrease the 
disparities in standards of living and better 

meet the needs of the majority of the people 
of the world  



Principle 22, Rio Declaration 

Indigenous people and their communities and  

other local communities have a vital role in 
environmental management and development 

because of their knowledge and traditional 
practices. States should recognize and duly 
support their identity, culture and interests 

and enable their effective participation in the 
achievement of sustainable development  



• The 7 programme areas of Chapter 17 set out the 
agenda for the oceans 

•  “Sustainable use and conservation of marine living 
resources under national jurisdiction” 

• States are asked, inter alia, to: 

– Develop and increase the potential of marine 
living resources to meet human nutritional needs, 
as well as social, economic and development 
goals 

– Take into account traditional knowledge and 
interests of local communities, small-scale 
artisanal fisheries and indigenous people in 
development and management programmes 

Agenda 21 



Coastal States are specifically asked to: 
• Support the sustainability of small-scale artisanal 

fisheries  
• Integrate small-scale artisanal fisheries 

development in marine and coastal planning, 
taking into account the interests and encouraging 
representation of fishermen, small-scale 
fisherworkers, women, local communities and 
indigenous people 

• Recognize the rights of small-scale fishworkers and 
the special situation of indigenous people and local 
communities, including their rights to utilization 
and protection of their habitats on a sustainable 
basis  

Agenda 21 



• Employ over 90 % of the world’s more than 
35 mn  capture fishers and support another 
estimated 85 mn people in associated jobs 

• About half of the people employed in small-
scale fisheries are women  

• Contribute 2/3 of fish destined for direct 
human consumption. 

• A culture and way of life, not only an 
economic activity 

• Characterized by high levels of poverty and 
socio-economic vulnerability 

Small-scale fisheries 



 

 
 
  

Small-scale fishing 

communities 

“Beacons of the sea” 



• Need to recognize 
that sustainable 
small-scale and 
artisanal fisheries 
are the vehicles for 
poverty eradication 
and sustainable 
development, 
especially in the 
context of the 
threats facing our 
oceans and fisheries 

Small-scale fisheries 



 

Source: Thomson, David. 1980. Conflict within the 
fishing industry. ICLARM Newsletter, 3(3):3–4 



WSSD: JPOI 
• Highlights commitment to meeting MDG goals, 

decent employment, elimination of child labour, 
human rights, balance between all pillars of SD 

• Calls for implementing chapter 17 of Agenda 21/ 
CCRF/ IPOAs  

• Sets various environmental goals and targets 
(reduce biodiversity loss by 2010, set up MPAs and 
representative networks by 2012, maintain or 
restore depleted fish stocks…).  



The Rio process: Taking stock 

• Commitments to the social pillar remain 
unfulfilled 

• SSF communities continue to face poverty, and 
social, economic and environmental constraints 

Though 

• Targeted support to small-scale fisheries, among 
the most economically disadvantaged sections, 
can meet social (welfare), economic and 
environmental goals.  



Rio+20: A green economy? 

• Poverty eradication and 
social well-being should 
guide efforts toward a 
green economy and 
sustainable development 

• Efforts to achieve a green 
economy must not 
undermine the social 
pillar of sustainable 
development 

 



Rio+20: A green economy? 
Should support: 

• Sustainable SSF as a way of securing employment, 
sustaining livelihoods and biodiversity 

• Incentives to adopt sustainable production and 
consumption choices—eg. better returns for fish 
caught through sustainable SSF 

• Energy-efficiency in fishing operations, removal of 
capacity/effort enhancing subsidies to industrial/ 
destructive fisheries 

• Support to community conservation initiatives 

• Implementation of the polluter-pays principle 



Rio+20: A green economy? 

Need for caution: 

• Unregulated markets, speculation and 
investment in ‘ecosystem services’ (eg. 
through REDD+), could negatively impacts on 
livelihoods and human rights 

• ‘Technical fixes’, eg. geo-engineering, while 
offering business opportunities, could have 
negative environmental and social 
consequences  



Rio+20: Way forward 

• Need to develop an implementable “social agenda for 
the oceans” drawing on Agenda 21 and JPOI 

• Should also draw on:  

– Bangkok Statement of civil society on small-scale 
fisheries (2008) (securing access rights, post-
harvest rights, and human rights of SSF 
communities )  

– The “Shared Gender Agenda” for sustaining life 
and livelihoods of fishing communities (ICSF’s 
Mahabalipuram workshop (2010)) 



Rio+20: The way forward 

• Develop plan of implementation, targets, 
indicators, and monitoring mechanisms for the 
“social agenda” 

• Ensure support for capacity building of 
traditional, local, and national institutions 

• Ensure systematic follow-up post Rio+20, 
including through special sessions  



Rio+20: The way forward 

• Set up independent monitoring body with 
representation of ILCs, to ensure that: 
– Funds committed to realize ocean-related goals 

(eg. MPAs) are utilized in socially-just ways  
– Payment for ecosystem services (eg. REDD+ for 

mangroves) do not violate human rights  
– Technologies proposed adhere to 

precautionary principle and human rights 
obligations 

• Provide redressal mechanisms, where ILC rights 
violated 



Rio+20: The way forward 

• Ensure that the “social agenda” and associated 
targets are better reflected in the work of the Rio 
Conventions, particularly CBD and UNFCCC 

• Support the international guidelines on SSF being 
developed by the FAO, to complement the CCRF, 
as a way of strengthening the social pillar of 
sustainable development  



 

 

Sustaining the oceans 
Sustaining small-scale fisheries 


