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UNCLOS 1982 AND THE WORLD OCEAN CONFERENCE
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1. In the context of commemorating the World Ocean ,Days important to
recollect some provisions of UNCLOS 1982 regardimg protection and the
preservation of marine environment, such as:

Article 192:"States have thebligation to protect and preserve the
marine environment” ;

Article 193: Although states have the sovereigitsgo exploit their
natural resources, they should do so “ in accorelavnth theirduty to
protect and preserve the marine environment”;

Article 194 (5): In taking measures to prevent,ues and control
pollution of the marine environment, states shaalkb” protect and
preserve areor fragile ecosystem as well as théabitats of depleted,
threatened oendangered species andother forms of marinelife’;
Article 197: “States shallcooperate on global basis and, as
appropriate, on a regional basis................. in formulgti and
elaborating international rules, standards andmagended practices
and procedures for the protection and preservatibrthe marine
environment....”;

Article 200: States shallcooperate.................c.cvn.en. for the
purposes of promoting studies, undertaking progranscientific
research and....... shall endeavor to participatevelgtiin regional
and global programs to acquire knowledge for theessment of the
nature and extent of pollution, exposure to it, @adpathways, risks
and remedies”;

Article 202 and 203 stipulate thdeveloping states shall be assisted
through technical assistance and other measurgwatecting and
preserving the marine environment.

It is common knowledge now that the earth is ggttvarmer and the ice in

the Arctic and Antarctic, Himalayas, and even idirkanjaro (Africa) and

Puncak Wijaya (Papua) are diminishing and maybestharg in the next 50
years or so. For instance, in 1980 (towards theddritie negotiation before
the adoption of UNCLOS 1982) at the end of the semm September the
North Pole was covered by 3.01 million square @f i 1999 it has been
reduced to 2.39 million square, in 2005 to 2.1diamlsquare, and in 2008 to
only 1.81 million square of ice (National Geograpivay 2009).

Along with the increasing warmth of the earth, @l is also rising, and the

coral reefs are threatened, fisheries resourceasffaeied and the coastal areas
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and its environment, particularly of the small lowing islands are
increasingly threatened. Indonesia alone coulddoaisout 2000 islands by
2030 if the sea level rise continues and no sefficmitigation and adaptation
efforts are being taken. Some countries in thefiedidie Tuvalu and Kiribati
and in the Indian Ocean like the Maldives are fgadarious problems.

Indonesia is very concern with these matters, eslhebecause it strides the
so-called highway of the Ocean, between the Indiaoh the Pacific Oceans.
So do other countries in the area which are atdo wiith the coral resources
(the Philippines, Malaysia, Timor Leste, PNG ando8wn IslandsThe so-
called the Coral Triangle Countries). The coral triangle region covers only
about 2% of the surface of the World Oceans, yeobiitains some 76% of all
the coral species on earth. It is populated by sbd@emillion people who are
dependent upon fisheries for their livelihood andome. The value of coral
resources in that area is calculated about US$iRi@n/year.

Indonesia has some 61.000 km2 of the coral reefs ¢buld absorb 73.5
million ton of Co2/year. In addition Indonesia alsas some 93.000 Km2 of
mangrove forest which could also absorb some 71J#®mton of Co2/year.

In view of the above, particularly the obligatiohstates parties to UNCLOS
1982 to protect and preserve the marine environ@aedtthe specific location
of Indonesia as the largest Archipelagic Statdnenworld, lying between two
oceans, President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of keslan since taking
office at the end of 2004, has seen the need tegrthe oceans within the
context of climate change and its influence on irean coastal areas and
the survival of the Indonesian coral reefs.

Therefore:

* In the meeting of the APEC Ministers of Oceans Brgtheries in Bali in
September 2005, an APEC Bali Plan of Action on @sea®as approved.

* President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono later sent asages to the
Biological Biodiversity Conference in Brazil in 200expressing the
importance of conserving biodiversity and announckdionesian
commitment to achieve 10 Million Ha of Marine Pt Areas (MPA)
by 2010 and 20 Million Ha of MPA by 2020 (Signifiddy, during the
World Ocean Conference (WOC) in Manado in May 20@€pnesia has
achieved and declared 13.4 Million Ha of MarinetBcted/Conservation
Areas, the last was in Sawu Sea, thus bypassin@gtdet for 2010);

* He also announced the intention of Indonesia tamep the World Ocean
Conference in Manado in May 2009.;

* President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono later also aemtassage to the
APEC meeting in Sydney in September 2007 propoaimmgnitiative to
promote cooperation of the 6 Coral Triangle CowstriThe APEC
Meeting later on welcome the CTl in its Declaratio 2007;
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« During the COP 180of UNFCCC in Bali in December 2007 there was one
Ocean Topics namely, Coral Triangle Initiative aggested by Indonesia;

« COP 14 of UNFCCC in Poland in 2008 the Ocean Issues \barely
discussed out of so many sessions.

Indonesia proposed that the 6 Coral Triangle Caemthave a summit
Meeting during of the Manado Ocean Conference 920 give the highest
possible political commitment to protect the coial§ countries.

Indonesia is also concerned with the increasingdplpros of IUU Fishing in
the region. In this context in cooperation with isighbors Indonesia has
been cooperating in the context of Arafura and TirSBea Experts Forum
(ATSEF) and in Sulu - Sulawesi Marine Eco-RegioSNE).

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono also took tnea to joint various
Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFM&ish as the Indian
Ocean Tuna Commissions (IOTC) and the Commissionh® Conservation
of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSBT). Last month Indgiae Parliament also
ratified the UN Fishstock Agreement of 1995. Hofigflndonesia would also
ratify in the immediate future the Honolulu Convent2000 establishing the
Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commissi?éGRFC).

The World Ocean Conference (WOC) was organized anddo on 11-15
May 2009.The theme of the Conference was the Ocaadsthe Climate
Change. The Conference was widely regarded asswagessful. There was
no opposition either domestically or regionally orternationally that
expressed criticism or opposition to the Conferentlee Conference was
attended by more that 420 delegates from 87 castand international
intergovernmental organizations. It producethe Manado Ocean
Declaration (MOD), expressing commitments by the participants togutot
and preserve the marine environment of the oceans.

While the Declaration contains some 13 considenatend 21 points political
commitments, it also welcomes the efforts of theaCariangle Initiative as
one of the means of carrying forward the visionstledé WOC 2009 and
reiterates the importance of achieving an effectivgcome of the 1%

UNFCCC in Copenhagen at the end of 2009, and irlvéen to consider how
the coastal and ocean dimensions could be apptelyrieeflected in their
decisions.

It is also interesting to note that a number ofdacaic symposiums on oceans
has also taken place during the WOC. Hundreds qfensawritten by
Indonesian as well as world scientists were disiss side events. Indonesia
also took the opportunity to increase the awarenése Indonesian people
to ocean affairs by organizing writing competition ocean matters. 320
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articles were written by 56 journalists either aoa#ll as well as provincial,
plus 86 articles by 61 non journalist writers fr@M provinces of Indonesia.

At the end of the WOC, a Summit Meeting of thEdral Triangle Countries
was held on the 15 of May. The Summit also produtedCoral Triangle
Initiative Declaration on coral reefs, fisheriespdafood security. The
Declaration emphasized the need for collaboratot®@as. They also agreed
on CTI Regional Plan of Actionsto conserve and sustainably manage coastal
and marine resources within the Coral Triangle aegilThey also agreed to
establish the Secretariat for the coral reefs, fisheries, and food secuaity
cooperation in the CTI. The CTI has been positivelgeived by the CTI
partners particularly by the USA, Australia, Worl8ank Global
Environmental Fund (GEF), Asian Development Banlgrious non-
governmental organizations particularly the Conatown International (CI),
The Nature Conservancy (TNC), World Wildlife Fun@/\VF) and other
supporters.

Some US$ 250 Million has been committed by the €duntries and their
supporters to implement the CTI Regional Plan ofigks. In addition each
CTI countries have also developed their own respedtiational Plan of
Actions to protect and conserve the coral reef in theim omgspective
countries.

Finally, it could be mentioned that the Declaratafnthe Ocean Conference
and the Declaration of the Coral Triangle Initiatiare also contributions to
the Commemoration of the World Ocean Day in orderptomote the

protection and the preservation of the marine emvirent of the Ocean as
stipulated by the UNCLOS 1982 and other Conventamd Agreements on
Oceans and the Seas.



