
UNCTAD contribution to the first part of the UN Secretary-General's report on 
ocean affairs and the law of the sea, regarding "Capacity-building in ocean 
affairs and the law of the sea, including marine science" 
 
UNCTAD contributes to capacity-building in ocean affairs and the law of the sea 
through its analytical work related to formulation and review of policy and legislation 
in the field of maritime transport and logistics, especially focused on addressing 
challenges and issues of concern for developing countries, the least developed 
countries (LDCs) and small island developing States (SIDS). As part of its work, the 
secretariat has been focusing on one of the important emerging global challenges - 
climate change - and its implications for maritime transportation.  
 
With over 80 per cent of goods traded internationally (by volume) being carried by 
sea1, international maritime transport is vital to globalized trade. Like other economic 
sectors, it is facing a dual challenge in relation to climate change: the need to reduce 
its contribution to global warming – international shipping generates around 3 per 
cent of global CO

2
emissions from fuel combustion – and the need to adapt to the 

impacts of climatic changes. Emissions from international shipping, which are not 
currently covered by the UNFCCC framework, are expected to increase by a factor of 
2.2 to 3.1 over the next four decades, if left unchecked. At the same time, maritime 
and related transport systems are also likely to be directly and indirectly affected by 
various climatic changes, such as rising sea levels, extreme weather events and rising 
temperatures, with broader implications for international trade and development.  
 
Against this background, the first session of UNCTAD Multi-year Expert Meeting on 
Transport and Trade Facilitation: Maritime Transport and the Climate Change 
Challenge, was held on 16–18 February 2009 in Geneva. About 180 delegates from 
60 countries, 20 organizations (United Nations agencies, intergovernmental and non-
governmental) and representatives from the international shipping and port industries 
participated in this three-day meeting, which offered experts from a broad range of 
backgrounds a unique platform for fruitful and substantive debate on the potential 
implications of climate change for the maritime industry and for transportation 
systems in the international supply chain.  
 
The highly successful Expert Meeting was the first of its kind to deal with the 
multiple challenges of climate change for maritime transport in an integrated manner, 
focusing both on mitigation and adaptation, as well as on related issues, such as 
energy, technology and finance. The technical level of the expert discussions helped 
gain a better understanding of the various maritime industry approaches to mitigation, 
the evolving regulatory and institutional framework dealing with GHG emissions 
from international shipping and the extent of potential climate change impacts on 
maritime transport infrastructure, in particular in coastal zones and low-lying areas.  
 
Experts highlighted the urgent need to reach agreement in the ongoing negotiations on 
a regulatory regime for GHG emissions from international shipping. At the same time, 
experts noted with great concern that so far, insufficient attention has been paid to the 
potential impacts of climate change on transportation systems, in particular ports, 
which are key nodes in the supply chain and vital for global trade. In this context, the 

                                                 
1 Review of Maritime Transport 2009, chapter 1. Available at www.unctad.org/ttl. 



central role of technology and finance was highlighted, as was the need for 
international cooperation between scientists and engineers, industry, international 
organizations and policymakers in relation to the preparation and design of adequate 
adaptation measures. 
 
It is worth noting that the International Association of Ports and Harbours (IAPH), 
which actively participated in the Expert Meeting has since tasked its Port Planning 
and Development Committee to undertake necessary studies and provide assistance to 
ports to effectively prepare for the impacts of climate change.  
 
A summary of the proceedings of the Expert Meeting 
(UNCTAD/SDTE/TLB/2009/1), including also the text of an extensively researched 
substantive background note that had been prepared by the secretariat, has been 
published, to present the key issues discussed by the experts and to make their insights 
available to a broader audience. The document was also submitted to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) Conference in 
Copenhagen, as part of UNCTAD's contribution to the important debate about 
appropriate action to address the formidable challenge of climate change2. 
 

                                                 
2 The full documentation relating to the Expert Meeting, as well as speakers' presentations and audio-
files are available on the UNCTAD website at www.unctad.org/ttl/legal. 
 


