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FOREWCRD

1. The United Nations Office for Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea has
been issuing a series of publications dealing with the practice of States in
reation to subject-matters coversd by the 1982 Unitzd Nations Convention on
the Law of the Ssa. It 1is essential. especially at a time when the Convertion
has not y=t =ntered into force, to observe such .ractice as reflected in
national lag:islat:ion.

2 The presant compilatiocn is complementary to the book sntitled

"Baselines: An =xaminat:on of the basaline provisicons in the United Nations
Convent:ion on <he Law of zhe 3ea", published by the Cffice for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of zhe S=a. It was prsparsd with the assistance of a high-level

group of tachnical 2xper=s in order to provide guidance to the interpretation
and application of zhe articles dealing with thes estaplishment of baselines in
the 1982 Convention.

3u The baselines constitute a fundamental

aspect of the new régime
established by the Convention, since the brsadth of the zones under national
jurisdiction 1is to be measured from baselinss. The bkreadth of the territor:izl
sea, which cannot 2xcsed 12 miles, is "measured from baselines determined in
accordance with this Convention" (article 3). The breadth of the "contiguous
zone may not extend bevond 24 nautical miles from the baselines from which tne
breadth of the territorial sea is measured" (article 33). A similar formula
is used for the br=adth of the exclusive esconomic zone, which "shall not
extend beyond 230 naut:ical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of
the territorial sea 13 measured" (article 57). Finally, article 76, defining
the continental shelf, c.ntains two criteria for determining the extent of the
continental shelf of a coastal State: the criterion of the natural
prolongation and the criterion of distance. The diztance criterion of
200 miles is calculated from the same baselines used for msasuring the
territor:ial sea where the outer edge of the continental margin does not extend
up to that distance. The drawing of baselines may also have an impact on the
extent of the -=ternational area and on the delimitation of maritime
boundar:es betwesn States with opposite or adjacent coasts.

4. It is useful to r=call the realevant provisions of the Convention dealing
with baselinezs. The Tonvention defines thrse ways of astablishing baselines
from which the hreadths of the tsrritorial sea, the cont:iguous zone, the
exclusive =conomic zone snd, in some cases, the continental shelf ars to be
measursd.

(1) Article 5 states that "the normal baszline for measuring the
breadth of the territorizl sea 1s the low-water line along the coast as
marked on large-scale charts officially recognized by the coastal State."

Article 6 and 13 deal with particular cases of normal baselines:
"In the case of islands situated on atolls or of islands having

fringing reefs... the seaward low-water line of the reef" should be
used as the baseline (article 6).






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































