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FOREWCRD

1. The United Nations Office for Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea has
been issuing a series of publications dealing with the practice of States in
reation to subject-matters coversd by the 1982 Unitzd Nations Convention on
the Law of the Ssa. It 1is essential. especially at a time when the Convertion
has not y=t =ntered into force, to observe such .ractice as reflected in
national lag:islat:ion.

2 The presant compilatiocn is complementary to the book sntitled

"Baselines: An =xaminat:on of the basaline provisicons in the United Nations
Convent:ion on <he Law of zhe 3ea", published by the Cffice for Ocean Affairs
and the Law of zhe S=a. It was prsparsd with the assistance of a high-level

group of tachnical 2xper=s in order to provide guidance to the interpretation
and application of zhe articles dealing with thes estaplishment of baselines in
the 1982 Convention.

3u The baselines constitute a fundamental

aspect of the new régime
established by the Convention, since the brsadth of the zones under national
jurisdiction 1is to be measured from baselinss. The bkreadth of the territor:izl
sea, which cannot 2xcsed 12 miles, is "measured from baselines determined in
accordance with this Convention" (article 3). The breadth of the "contiguous
zone may not extend bevond 24 nautical miles from the baselines from which tne
breadth of the territorial sea is measured" (article 33). A similar formula
is used for the br=adth of the exclusive esconomic zone, which "shall not
extend beyond 230 naut:ical miles from the baselines from which the breadth of
the territorial sea 13 measured" (article 57). Finally, article 76, defining
the continental shelf, c.ntains two criteria for determining the extent of the
continental shelf of a coastal State: the criterion of the natural
prolongation and the criterion of distance. The diztance criterion of
200 miles is calculated from the same baselines used for msasuring the
territor:ial sea where the outer edge of the continental margin does not extend
up to that distance. The drawing of baselines may also have an impact on the
extent of the -=ternational area and on the delimitation of maritime
boundar:es betwesn States with opposite or adjacent coasts.

4. It is useful to r=call the realevant provisions of the Convention dealing
with baselinezs. The Tonvention defines thrse ways of astablishing baselines
from which the hreadths of the tsrritorial sea, the cont:iguous zone, the
exclusive =conomic zone snd, in some cases, the continental shelf ars to be
measursd.

(1) Article 5 states that "the normal baszline for measuring the
breadth of the territorizl sea 1s the low-water line along the coast as
marked on large-scale charts officially recognized by the coastal State."

Article 6 and 13 deal with particular cases of normal baselines:
"In the case of islands situated on atolls or of islands having

fringing reefs... the seaward low-water line of the reef" should be
used as the baseline (article 6).
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The Convention also indicates the conditions under which the
low-water line in certain categories of low-tide elevations may be used
as the baseline for measuring the territorial sea (article 13).

(2) However, such an approach does not take into account the wide
variety of coastlines and, in particular, the existence of rugged and
deeply indented coasts which are sometimes fringed with islands and other
land formations. 1In this respect, the Convention stipulates that, given
certain natural conditions, i.e.:

"... where the coastline is deeply indented and cut into, or if
there is a fringe of islands along the coast in its immediate
vicinity..."

or where
... because of the presence of a delta and other natural conditions
the coastline is highly unstable ..."

the coastal State may, under certain specific conditions, draw straight
baselines from which the breadth of the territorial sea is measured
(article 7).

(3) Finally, the Convention deals with special local circumstances
such as the mouths of rivers, bays, ports or roadsteads. For instance,
the Convention allows coastal States to draw closing lines across the
mouths of rivers which flow directly into the sea and of certain bays
which meet a series of requirements (articles 9 and 10). It also allows
the drawing of straight baselines in the case of archipelagic States
under certain conditions set forth in article 47.

B After enumerating these methods, the Convention points out that they are
not exclusive of each other, in the sense that "the coastal State may
determine baselines in turn by any of the-methods provided for in the
foregoing articles to suit different conditions" (article 14).

6. Moreover, the Convention requires coastal States to give "due publicity"
to such charts or lists of geographical co-ordinates relating thereto and to
deposit a copy of each such chart or list with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations (article 16).

T Most of the provisions cited above originate, whether partially or in
their entirety, from the 1958 Convention on the Territorial Sea and the
Contiguous Zone. This is the case, for example, with articles 5, 9, 10 and 13
of the Convention, which follow closely the language of articles 3, 13, 7 and
11 respectively of the 1958 Convention. Such is also the case, for example,
with article 7 of the Convention which, with the exception of the insertion of
a nev paragraph 2 and the deletion of old paragraph 6, is based on article 4
of the 1958 Convention, which in turn was inspired by the Judgment of the
International Court of Justice in the 1951 Anglo-Norwegian Fisheries Case.

8. The baseline is also the line which establishes the outer limit of the
internal waters in which the State exercises its full sovereignty and where
the right of innocent passage does not apply.
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9. The proper implementation of the baseline provisions of the Convention by
coastal States through, inter alia, their national legislation will play an
important role in the achievement of an adequate balance between the maritime
interests of coastal States and those of the international community.

10. The present publication illustrates the practice of States in relation to
the establishment of straight baselines. It does not include legislation of
States using only the low-water line as a baseline for measuring the breadth
of their territorial sea. The relevant excerpts from national laws are
organized in alphabetical order of States. The laws are accompanied by maps
attached for illustrative purposes; they have no official status and their
presentation in this publication should not be construed as a recognition of
their authenticity or otherwise. The boundaries and names shown on those maps
do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. Most
of the legislation reproduced herein has been communicated to the Office by
Governments or has already been included in previous United Nations
publications. States which are not included in the publication are those
without such legislation or whose legislation is not available. The
publication of this legislation does not imply that it is necessarily
consistent with the Convention nor does it imply recognition by the

United Nations of the validity or otherwise of the actions and decisions in
question.
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BASELINES: NATIONAL LEGISLATION WITH ILLUSTRATIVE MAPS

ALBANIA
[Original: English]

Decree No. 4650 of 9 March 1970 on the Boundary of the People's Republic
of Albania, as amended by Decree No. 5384 of 23 February 1976 a/

Article 1

The territorial waters of the People's Republic of Albania extend all
along her coastline to the width of 15 nautical miles (27,780 km), starting
from the straight baseline which goes from the Cape of Rodoni (Muzhi), the
Cape of Palla, of Logji (Kala e Turres), Semani, the estuary of the Vjosa
river, the western coast of the Sazani Island, the Cape of Gjuha and the Grama
Bay, further on between the Albanian coast and the Greek Islands up through
the Corfu Strait. The width of the territorial waters from the estuary of the
Buna river to the Cape of Rodoni extends up to the Albania-Yugoslavia State
boundary line.

Article 4

Internal waters of the People's Republic of Albania are the waters of the
Adriatic and Ionian Seas which lie within the straight baseline that goes
through the Buna river estuary, the Capes mentioned in article 1 and the
straight baseline which connects the Cape of Grama Bay, the Cape of Palermo
Bay, the Cape of Qefali, the Cape of Saranda as well as the waters off the
boundary line of the frontier lakes and rivers.

a/ United Nations Legislative Series, ST/LEG/SER.B/19, p. 3.

Illustrative map: Atlas of the Straight Baselines, by G. Francalanci.
S. Mongardini, D. Romano and T. Scovazzi, 2nd ed., (Milan, Giuffre,
forthcoming).
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ALGERIA
[Original: French]

Decree No. 84-181 of 4 August 1984 defining the baselines for measuring
the breadth of the maritime zones under national jurisdiction a/

Having regard to the Constitution, in particular article 111,
paragraph 10, and article 152,

Having regard to Decree No. 63-403 of 12 October 1963 establishing the
extent of Algeria's territorial waters,

Article 1. The breadth of the maritime zones under national
jurisdiction, in particular the territorial sea, shall be measured from
straight baselines and from lines enclosing bays.

Article 2. The lines delimiting the maritime zones in question shall be
defined by the following co-ordinates:

I. From the Algerian-Moroccan frontier to Rachgoun Island
(Algerian chart No. 1201).

~ From the Algerian-Moroccan frontier to Ras El Quareye Rock
(co-ord: 035° 06' 04" N - 002° 10' 02" W).

- Ras El QOuareye Rock to Ras El Quareye
(co-ord: 035° 06' 12" N - 002° 09' 08" W).

- Ras El Ouareye - Kef Bou Madane

(co-ord: 035° 05' 44" N - 002° 06' 58" W).
- Kef Bou Madane - Ras Kela
(co-ord: 035° 04' 44" N - 002° 01' 10" W).

a/ The Law of the Sea: Current Developments in State Practice, 1987
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.87.V.3), p. 1.

Illustrative map: ég}as of the Straight Baselines, part I, edited by
B. Francalanci, D. Romano and T. Scovazzi (Milan, Giuffre, 1986), p. 5.
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- Ras Kela - Kef Riba
(co-ord: 035° 05' 12" N - 001° 56' 03" W).

- Kef Riba - Jetty Light
(co-ord: 035° 06' 22" N - 001° 52' 03" W).

- Jetty Light - Point West of Ras Tarsa
(co-ord: 035° 07' 45" N - 001° 48' 54" W).

- Point West of Ras Tarsa - Ras Chennaira
(co-ord: 035° 10' 45" N - 001° 41' 54" W).

II. Rachgoun Island to Mersat Medekh
(Algerian chart No. 1202).

- Ras Chennaira - Rachgoun Island
(co-ord: 035° 19' 38" N - 001° 28' 48" W).

- Rachgoun Island - Habibas Islands
(co-ord: 035° 43' 24" N - 001° 08' 48" W).

- Habibas Islands - N.E. Habibas Islands
(co-ord: 035° 44' 00" N - 001° 07' 00" W).

- N.E. Habibas Islands -~ Plane Island
(co-ord: 035° 46' 24" N - 000° 53' 56" W).

- Plane Island - Ras Falcon
(co-ord: 035° 45' 35" N - 000° 46' 45" W).

Bay of Oran:

- Ras Falcon - Ras Aiguille
(co-ord: 035° 52' 46" N - 000° 28' 58" W).

- Ras Aiguille - Aiguille Rock
(co-ord: 035° 53' 24" N - 000° 28' 12" W).

- Aiguille Rock - Ras Ferrat
(co-ord: 035° 54' 40" N - 000° 23' 00" W).

- Ras Ferrat - Rock zbove water at low tide
(co-ord: 035° 54' 48" N - 000° 22' 23" W).

- Rock above water at low tide - Ras Carbon
(co-ord: 035° 54' 38" N - 000° 20' 05" W).

ITI. Bordj Bouabed to Arzew
(Algerian chart No. 1203).

Bay of Arzew:

- Ras Carbon - Mouth of Oued Chlef
(co-ord: 036° 02' 32" N - 000° 08' 06" E).

— Mouth of Oued Chlef - Ras Quillis Rock
(co-ord: 036° 06' 30" N - 000° 12' 00" E).
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- Ras Ouillis Rock - Kef El-Asfer Rock
(co-ord: 036° 11' 43" N - 000° 20' 43" E).

- Kef El-Asfer Rock - Kef El-2Aoua
(co-ord: 036° 12' 48" N - 000° 23' 45" E).

IV. Ras Aiguille to Kef El-Aocua and Bourtmenard to Kef Es-Souari
(Algerian charts Nos. 1204 and 1205).

- Kef El-Aocua - Ras Kramis
(co-ord: 036° 19' 53" N - 000° 39' 36" E).

- Ras Kramis - Ras Magroua
(co-ord: 036° 22' 00" N - 000° 48' 30" E).

- Ras Magroua - Hadjrat Nadji
(co-ord: 036° 26' 20" N - 000° 55' 12" E).

- Hadjrat Nadji - Ras Nadji
(co-ord: 036° 26' 54" N - 000° 56' 17" E).

- Ras Nadji - Pointe Rouge
(co-ord: 036° 29' 48" N - 001° 05' 010 E).

- Pointe Rouge - Kalah Islet
(co-ord: 036° 31' 06" N - 001° 11' 08" E).

- Kalah Islet - Ras Teénes
(co-ord: 036° 33' 12" N - 001° 20' 31" E).

- Ras Ténes - Calle Génoise
(co-ord: 036° 33' 20" N - 001° 22' 08" E).

V. Kef Es—Souari to Tipaza
(Algerian chart No. 1206).

- Calle Génoise - Kef Es-Souari
(co-ord: 036° 32' 30" N - 001° 28' 06" E).

- Kef Es-Souari - Djilari Rock
(co-ord: 036° 33' 30" N - 001° 41' 12" E).

- Djilari Rock - Tokibt Indich Islet
(co-ord: 036° 35' 40" N - 001° 50' 58" E).

- Tokibt Indich Islet - Kef Taska
(co-ord: 036° 34' 55" N - 001° 55' 00" E).

- Kef Taska - Berinshel Islet
(co-ord: 036° 38' 57" N - 002° 20' 53" E).



VI. Tipaza to Ras Matifou
(Algerian chart No. 1207).

-~ Berinshel Islet - Les deux Ilots
(co-ord: 036° 37' 42" N - 002° 22' 50" E).

- Les deux Ilots - Sidi Fredj
(co-ord: 036° 46' 04" N - 002° 50' 46" E).

- Sidi Fredj - Kef Acrata
(co—ord: 036° 48' 28" N - 002° 53' 50" E).

- Kef Acrata - Ras Caxine
(co—ord: 036° 49' 12" N - 002° 58' 27" E).

- Ras Caxine - Kef Rals Hamidou
(co-ord: 036° 49' 17" N - 003° 01' 12" E).

Bay of Algiers:

- Kef Rals Hamidou - Sandja Island
(co-ord: 036° 49' 15" N - 003° 15' 24" E).

VII. Ras Matifou to Ras Tedles
(Algerian chart No. 1208).

- ©Sandja Island - Rock east of Sandja Island
(co-ord: 036° 49' 04" N - 003° 18' 12" E).

- Rock east of Sandja Island - East of Ras Djinet
(co-ord: 036° 53' 20" N - 003° 44' 30" E).

- East of Ras Djinet - Oued Sebaou Rock
(co-ord: 036° 55' 00" N - 003° 50' 50" E).

— QOued Sabaou Rock - Ras Bengut
(co-ord: 036° 55' 38" N - 003° 53' 48" E).

VIII.Ras Tedles to Béjaia
(Algeria chart No. 1209).

- Ras Bengut - Sidi Khaled Rock
(co—ord: 036° 54' 54" N - 004° 10' 56" E).

- 8Sidi Khaled Rock - Mers El Farm Rock
(co—ord: 036° 55' 04" N - 004° 20' 14" E).

- Mers El1 Farm Rock - Ras Corbelin
(co—ord: 036° 54' 46" N - 004° 26' 24" E).

- Ras Corbelin - Ras Sigli
(co-ord: 036° 53' 53" N - 004° 45' 39" E).



-

- Ras Sigli - El Euch
(co—ord: 036° 53' 42" N - 004° 47' 30" E).

— El1 Euch - Pisan Island
(co-ord: 036° 49' 41" N - 005° 00' 17" E).

IX. Béjala to Tazerout Island
(Algerian chart No. 1210).

- Pisan Island - Ras Carbon
(co-ord: 036° 46' 43" N - 005° 06' 24" E).

Bay of Béjala:

— Ras Carbon - Grand El Aouana
(co-ord: 036° 47' 17" N - 005° 36' 00" E).

- Grand El Aocuana - Ras Afia
(co-ord: 036° 49' 20" N - 005° 41' 36" E).

- Ras Afia - Bouhmam
(co-ord: 036° 49' 48" N - 005° 44' 34" E).

- Bouhmam - Jijel Point
(co-ord: 036° 49' 48" N - 005° 46' 24" E).

- Jijel Point - Tazerout Island
(co-ord: 036° 52' 04" N - 006° 04' 05" E).

X. Jijel to Ras Kalaa
(Algerian chart No. 1211).

— Tazerout Island - Point east of Oued El Kebir
(co-ord: 036° 53' 55" N - 006° 09' 08" E).

- Point east of Oued El Kebir - Hadjra Sidi Mahchich
(co-ord: 036° 59' 15" N - 006° 14' 18" E).

- Hadjra Sidi Mahchich - Ras El Maghreb
(co-ord: 037° 01' 42" N - 006° 16' 00" E).

-~ Ras E1 Maghreb - Ras El Kmakem
(co-ord: 037° 04' 12" N - 006° 20' 17" E).

- Ras El Kmakem - Kef Lekhal
(co-ord: 037° 05' 29 N - 006° 25' 00" E).

- Kef Lekhal - Ras Bougaroun
(co-ord: 037° 05' 28" N - 006° 28' 06" E).

- Ras Bougaroun - Rock east of Bougaroun
(co-ord: 037° 05' 00" N - 006° 30' 18" E).












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































