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1. The United Nations Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea has 
been issuing a szries of publications dealing with the practice of States in 
relation to subjsct-matters covered by the 1381 Unitsd Nations Conventlon on 
the Law of the Sea. It is essectlal, especially st a time when the Convention 
has not yet entered into force, to observe such ,ractlce as reflected in 
natlona: ieg;s;acion. 

2. The pris2::t :ompllst-i:n is complementary to the book sntltled 
"Basalines: An sxamqar-G:: of the baselins provisions In the United Nations 
Cowention on t h e  La:r of rix Sea", published Yiy the Cffice for Ocean Affalrs 
and the Law c~f cne Ssa. It was prepare? xlth :he asslatance of a high-level 
group of tzchn~cal ? : < p r t a  in order CO provide guidance to the interpretation 
and appllcar~on ~f ?he z;t:c?es dea?:cg wlth th2 +sraolishment of baselmes in 
the l982 Conventlon. 

3. The baselines constitute a fundamental aspxt of the new r6gime 
established by the Convention, since the breadth of the zones under national 
lurisdlction 1s to be measured from Saselmes. The breadth of the territorls; 
sea, which cannot exceed 12 miles, is "measured from baselines determined in 
accordance wlth thls Convention" (article 3). The breadth of the "contiguous 
zone may not extend Seyond 24 nautical miles from the baselines from which t n e  
breadth of the territorial sea is measured" (artlcle 33). A similar formula 
is used for the breadth of the exclusive econornlc zone. whlch "shall not 
extsnd beyond 230 nautical miles from the basel-nes from which the breadth of 
the territorial sea :3 measured" (article 57). Finally, article 76, defining 
the continental shelf, c-ntains two criteria for determining the extent of the 
continental shelf of a coastal State: the criterion of the natural 
prolongation and the criterion of distance. The dlstance crltsrlon of 
200 mlles 1s calculated from the same baselines used for rneasuri~g the 
terrltorlal sea where the outer edge of the continentai nargln does not extend 
up to that distance. The drawing of baselines may also harye an impact on the 
extent of the :?-'ernational area and on the delimitation of rnarltlme 
boundaries betwesr. States with opposite or adjacent coasts. 

4. It is useful to recall the relevant ;3rovlslons of the Convention dealicg 
with baselines. The 3onvention defines three :rays of establishing Sassllnec 
from vhlch the S r e a d t : ? ~  r ~ f  the tsrritorial sea, the cont~guous zone, the 
exclusl-~e economi: zone icd, In some cases, the continental shelf are to be 
measured. 

(l) Article 5 states that "the norrfi;ll-pas~i,l-in for measuring the 
breadth of the terr~torla: sea 1s the low-water line along t h e  coast as 
marked on large-scale charts offrclally recognized by the coastal State." 

Article 6 and 13 deal with particular cases of normal Sasellnes: 

"In the case of islands situated on atolls or of islands havlng 
fringing reefs ... the seaward low-water line of the reef" should be 
used as the baseline (article 6). 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































