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How to Find General Assembly and Security Council
Resolutions and Voting Records
Introduction

United Nations resolutions are formal expressions of the opinion or will of United Nations organs. The full text of all
Security Council and General Assembly resolutions is available online.

More information on resolutions is available in the United Nations Documentation: Research Guide®.

Finding Resolutions by Date

If you know the year of a Security Council or General Assembly resolution, you can search for it by browsing the Quick
Links” of the United Nations Documentation: Research Guide.

You can access the United Nations Documentation: Research Guide from the Documents link® on the UN home Qage".
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Finding Resolutions by Number or Symbol and Title o r Subject

If you know the number of a resolution, e.g. General Assembly resolution 62/24, you can locate it by accessing the
United Nations Bibliographic Information System (UNBISnet)°.

To search for the resolution, you will need to build a UN Document Symbol:

» For General Assembly resolutions place A/RES/ before the resolution number, e.g. AARES/62/24.
e For Security Council resolutions place S/IRES/ before the resolution number, e.g. SIRES/1801.

You can also search for resolutions by title or subject , e.g. "Multilingualism".

You can access UNBISnet from the Documents link on the UN home page.
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Finding Voting Records

Once you know the UN Document Symbol for a resolution, e.g. AARES/62/24, you can use the Voting Records

that resolution.

database® in the United Nations Bibliographic Information System (UNBISnet) to discover which countries voted for

You can also search the Voting Records database by keyword, e.g. "Human Rights".

. Show Me

1. In UNBISnet ( http://unbisnet.un.org/)

Under Yoting
Records...

HE
HE

~_ >

Voting Records

L -] |

L =l

cord

2rmit

Type the resolution symbol
without puctuation.

Search by:
LM Rezolution Symbaol (%

< _>=

|are56224I

2.
... choose e beeyord Search
New Keyword + New Browse [k Search
Search.
Index to Speeches
4.
Click "Go "

5. In the resulting record, under detailed voting,

6.

you will find a letter before the name of each Memb  er States.

Y ALGERIA
M AMNDORRA
AMGOLA

Member State
did not vote.

FHOM-PROLIFERATIOM—IMNT TI0MS 7. Y BOLIVIA
AFGHAMISTAN Mo letter M for No I'=:> MBOSHIA AMD
AL B ML means that the Y BOTSWA M,

M ALSTRIA

AAZERBAMANC:' A for
Y for Yes '|={>v BAHAMAS
¥ BAHRAIN

' BAMNGLADESH

Abstention




9. Voting records can also be retrieved by keywords 10. Besides you can limit your search by body

Search by: Limits
Keyword || human rights Action Body
Security Council Bezolutions
11. General Azzembly 'k olutions (ALL)

General Azzembly Resolution Adopted “With Yote
General Azzembly Rezolution Adopted Without Vote

12. To access voting records, in the Result page cl  ick on the title of the resolution.

5 Title: Security Council resolution 1077 (1996 [on Estahli;;\[pjﬁ
UN Resolution Symbol: SIRESH 0771996

o Take the Test

1. What is the Symbol of the General Assembly resolution that established the Human Rights Council on 15 March
2006 (60th session)? Find it using the Research Guide Quick Links (http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resguide/quick.htm).

a) S/RES/1211
b) A/RES/60/251
c) AIRES/61/251

d) A/RES/60/15

2. Using UNBISnet (http://unbisnet.un.org/), find the voting records of the resolution establishing the Human Rights
Council. Which of the following States abstained?

a) Belarus, Venezuela and Iran
b) Belarus, Venezuela and Iraq
¢) Chad, Liberia and Georgia

d) United States, Israel and Iraq

3. Using UNBISnet (http://unbisnet.un.org/), find resolutions entitled "System-wide coherence". What is the symbol of
the oldest one?




a) AIRES/63/311
b) AIRES/61/277
c) AIRES/62/212

d) A/RES/62/277

4. . Using UNBISnet (http://unbisnet.un.org/), find the voting records of resolution adopted by the Security Council
about Cyprus in May 2009. Which of the following countries voted against the resolution?

a) Russia
b) Turkey
c) Croatia

d) Greace
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! United Nations Documentation: Research Guide - http://www.un.org/Depts/dhl/resquide/index.html

2 United Nations Documentation: Research Guide Quick Links - http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/resquide/quick.html

% Documents link - http://www.un.org/en/documents/

* UN home page - http://www.un.org/

° UNBISnet - http://unbisnet.un.org/

® UNBISnet Voting Record database
http://unbisnet.un.org:8080/ipac20/ipac.jsp?profile=voting&menu=search&submenu=power#focus




