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UN Spokespeople on the Millennium Development Goals 
 

List of UN System officials available for interviews 
 

GLOBAL 
 

 
SPOKESPERSON 

 
MEDIA CONTACT 

 
FOCUS 

 
LANGUAGE 

Jeffrey Sachs 
Special Adviser to the UN 
Secretary-General on the 

MDGs 

 

Erin Trowbridge 

trowbridge@ei.columbia.edu 
+1 917 291 7974 

 
 

MDGs in general 

 
 

English 

Helen Clark  
Administrator, UN 

Development Programme 
(UNDP) 

 
Sausan Ghosheh 
+1 212 906 5390 

sausan.ghosheh@undp.org 

 

 
MDGs in general 

 
 

English 

Rebeca Grynspan 
Associate Administrator, 

UNDP  

 

Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 

MDGs in general (also 
has regional experience 
of Latin America and the 

Caribbean) 

 
English 
Spanish 

Olav Kjorven 
Assistant Secretary-General 
and Director of the Bureau for 

Development Policy, 
UNDP 

 
Katrin Park 

+ 1 212 906 5055 
katrin.park@undp.org 

 

MDGs and Summit  
in general; International 
Assessment; Synthesis 

Report 

 
English, 

Norwegian 

Jordan Ryan 
Assistant Secretary-General, 

Assistant Administrator, 
UNDP, & Director, Bureau for 
Crisis Prevention & Recovery 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
 

Crisis countries  

 
 

English 

Selim Jahan 
Director,  

Poverty Reduction Group, 
UNDP 

 
Katrin Park 

+ 1 212 906 5055 
katrin.park@undp.org 

 

MDGs and Summit  
in general; International 
Assessment; Synthesis 

Report 

 
 

English, 
Bengali 

Paul Ladd 
MDG Cluster Leader, 

Poverty Reduction Group, 
UNDP 

 
Katrin Park 

+ 1 212 906 5055 
katrin.park@undp.org 

 
MDGs in general; 

International Assessment; 
Synthesis Report 

 
 

English 

Jomo Kwame Sundaram 
Assistant Secretary-General 
for Economic Development, 
UN Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs (DESA) 

 

 
Diane Loughran 
+1 212 963 1707 
loughran@un.org 

 
SG Report Keeping the 

Promise  
 

 
English 

Thomas Stelzer 
Assistant Secretary-General, 

UN DESA, and Chair,  
MDG Task Team 

 

Diane Loughran 
+1 212 963 1707 
loughran@un.org 

 
Summit coordination and 
Advocacy Group support 

 
English, 
German 

Rob Vos 
Director, Development Policy 
and Analysis Division, DESA 

 

Diane Loughran 
+1 212 963 1707 
loughran@un.org 

 
Global Partnerships 

(MDG 8), MDG Gap Task 
Force Report 

 
English, 
Spanish 
Dutch 
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Francesca Perucci 
Chief, Statistical Planning 
and Development Section,  

UN DESA 

 
Martina Donlon 
+1 212 963 6816 
donlon@un.org 

 
 

MDG Report 2010 

 
English, 
Italian 

Mandy Kibel 
Deputy Director and Head 
of Global Communications, 
UN Millennium Campaign 

 
Mandy Kibel 

+1 212 906 6242 
mandy.kibel@undp.org 

 

 

Stand Up against 
Poverty; Country 

scorecard report with ODI 

 
 

English 

Sering Falu Njie 
Deputy Director, Policy, 
UN Millennium Campaign 

 

Kara Alaimo 
+1 212 906 6399 

kara.alaimo@undp.org 

 

 

Policy and Advocacy on 
the MDGs 

 
English 

Thoraya Obaid 
Executive Director,  
UN Population Fund 

(UNFPA) 

 

Abubakar Dungus 
+1 212 297 5031 
dungus@unfpa.org 

 

 

 Gender equality, child 
mortality, maternal health 

(MDGs 3, 4 & 5) 

 
English, 
Arabic 

Purnima Mane 
Deputy Executive Director, 

UNFPA 

 

Abubakar Dungus 
+1 212 297 5031 
dungus@unfpa.org 

 

 Gender equality, 
maternal health 
 (MDGs 3 & 5) 

 
 

English 

Yves Bergevin 
Senior Technical Adviser, 

UNFPA 

 

Abubakar Dungus 
+1 212 297 5031 
dungus@unfpa.org  

 
Maternal health (MDG 5) 

 

English, 
French 

Luc De Bernis 
Senior Technical Adviser, 

UNFPA 

 

Abubakar Dungus 
+1 212 297 5031 
dungus@unfpa.org  

 
Maternal health (MDG 5) 

 

English, 
French 

Stan Bernstein 
Senior Technical Adviser, 

UNFPA 

 

Abubakar Dungus 
+1 212 297 5031 
dungus@unfpa.org  

 
Maternal health (MDG 5) 
and MDGs in general 

 
English 

Anthony Lake 
Executive Director,  
UN Children’s Fund 

(UNICEF) 

 

Janine Kandel 
+1 212 326-7684 
jkandel@unicef.org 

 
 

Children and the MDGs 

 
English 

Hilde Frafjord Johnson 
Deputy Executive Director, 

UNICEF 

 

Janine Kandel 
+1 212 326-7684 
jkandel@unicef.org 

 
 

Children and the MDGs 

 
English 

Saad Houry 
Deputy Executive Director, 

UNICEF 

 

Janine Kandel 
+1 212 326-7684 
jkandel@unicef.org 

 
 

Children and the MDGs 

 
English 

Nicholas Alipui 
Director, UNICEF 

Programmes 

 

Janine Kandel 
+1 212 326-7684 
jkandel@unicef.org 

 
 

Children and the MDGs 

 
English 

Richard Morgan 
Director, UNICEF Policy 

and Practice 

 

Janine Kandel 
+1 212 326-7684 
jkandel@unicef.org 

 
 

Children and the MDGs 

 
English 

Ines Alberdi 
Executive Director, UN 
Development Fund for 
Women (UNIFEM)  

 
Oisika Chakrabarti 
+1 212 906 6506 

oisika.chakrabarti@unifem.org 

 
MDGs and gender 

 
Spanish, 
French 
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Joanne Sandler  

Deputy Director, 
 UNIFEM 

 

Oisika Chakrabarti 
+1 212 906 6506 

oisika.chakrabarti@unifem.org 

 
MDGs and gender 

 
English 

Moez Doraid  

Deputy Director, 
 UNIFEM 

 

Oisika Chakrabarti 
+1 212 906 6506 

oisika.chakrabarti@unifem.org 

 
MDGs and gender 

 
English, 
Arabic 

Irina Bokova 
Director-General, UN 

Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) 

 

Sue Williams 
s.williams@unesco.org 

+33 1 4568 1706  
 

Suzanne Bilello 
+1 212 963 4386 
bilello@un.org 

 
Education,  

Gender Equality  
(MDGs 2 & 3) 

 

English, 
French, 
Spanish, 
Russian, 
Bulgarian 

Qian Tang 
Assistant Director-General, 

Education Sector, 
UNESCO 

 

Sue Williams 
s.williams@unesco.org 

+33 1 4568 1706  
 

Suzanne Bilello 
+1 212 963 4386 
bilello@un.org 

 
Education,  

Gender Equality  
(MDGs 2 & 3) 

 

 

English, 
French, 
Chinese 

Kevin Watkins 
Director, Education for All 

Global Monitoring Report, 

UNESCO 

 

Marisol Sanjines  
m.sanjines@unesco.org  

+1 646 201 8036 / +33 6 0149 5124 

Leila Loupis 
 l.loupis@unesco.org 

+33 1 45 68 1110 / +33 6 2381 1522 

 
Education for All  

Global Monitoring Report 

 
English 

Hamadoun Touré 
Secretary-General, 

Int’l Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) 

 

Sarah Parkes 
+41 22 730 6135 
pressoffice@itu.int 

 

Gary Fowlie 
+1 917 367 2992 / fowlie@un.og 

 

ICTs for Development; 
Partnerships for 

Development (MDG 8) 

 
 

English, 
French 

 

Anna Tibaijuka 
Executive Director, UN 
Human Settlements 

Programme (UN-HABITAT) 

 

Sharad Shankardass 

Tel:   +254 20 762 3153  

sharad.shankardass@unhabitat.org 

 
MDGs and human 
settlements (MDG 7) 

 
English, 
Swahili 

Sharad Shankardass 
Spokesperson, 
UN-HABITAT 

 

Sharad Shankardass 

Tel:   +254 20 762 3153  

sharad.shankardass@unhabitat.org 

 
MDGs and human 
settlements (MDG 7) 

 
English 

Amir Dossal 
Executive Director, 

UN Office for Partnerships 

 

Amir Dossal 
dossal@un.org/+1 212 963 6121 

 

Lucie Hrbkova Brigham 
brigham@un.org 
+1 212 963 3441  

 

Public/private 
partnerships; engaging 
corporations, foundations 

and philanthropists 

 
 

English 

Georg Kell 
Executive Director, 
UN Global Compact 

 

Matthias Stausberg 
+1 917 367 3423 
stausberg@un.org 

 
Private Sector; 
MDG Leaders 

 
English, 
German 

Wilfried Lemke 
Special Adviser on Sport for 
Development and Peace 

 

Antoine Tardy 
+41 (0) 22 917 47 12 
atardy@unog.ch 

 
MDGs and Sport 

 
English, 
German 
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REGIONAL EXPERTISE 
 

Pedro Conceicao 
Chief Economist, UNDP 

Regional Bureau for Africa 

 

Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
 

MDGs in Africa 

 

English, 
Spanish, 
French,  

Portuguese 

Ayodele Odusola 
Regional Bureau for Africa 
MDGs Advisor, UNDP 

 

Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
 

MDGs in Africa 

 

 
English 

Charles Abugre Akelyira 
Deputy Director for Africa, 
UN Millennium Campaign 

 

Kara Alaimo 
+1 212 906 6399 

kara.alaimo@undp.org 

 
Advocacy on the MDGs 

in Africa 

 
English 

Abdoulie Janneh 
Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of the UN 
Economic Commission for 

Africa (ECA) 

 
 

Myriam Dessables 
mdessables@uneca.org 

 

 
MDGs in Africa 

 
English, 
French 

Ajay Chhibbher 
Assistant Secretary-General, 

Assistant Administrator, 
UNDP, and Director, Regional 
Bureau for Asia and the Pacific 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
 

MDGs in the Asia-Pacific 

 
 

English 

Minar Pimple 
Deputy Director for Asia, 
UN Millennium Campaign 

 

Kara Alaimo 
+1 212 906 6399 

kara.alaimo@undp.org 

 
Advocacy on the MDGs 
in Asia and the Pacific 

 

English, 
Hindi, Urdu, 
Marathi, 
Gujarati 

Noeleen Heyzer  
Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of the UN 

Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific (ESCAP) 

 
 

Mr. Paul Risley 
risley@un.org 

 

 
 

MDGs in Asia and the 
Pacific 

 
 

 
English, 
Chinese 

Juliette El-Hage 
Chief, Country Office 

Division, Regional Bureau 
for Arab States 

 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
 

MDGs in the Arab States 

 
 

English, 
Arabic 

Adel Abdellatif 
Chief Regional Programme 
Division, UNDP Regional 
Bureau for Arab States 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
 

MDGs in the Arab states 

 
English, 
Arabic, 
French 

Bader AlDafa 
Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of the UN 

Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 

(ESCWA) 

 
 

Bahaa ELkoussy 
elkoussy@un.org 

 

 
 

MDGs in the Arab states 

 
English, 
Arabic 

Heraldo Munoz 
Assistant Secretary-General, 

Assistant Administrator, 
UNDP, and Director, Regional 
Bureau for Latin America and 

the Caribbean 

 
 

Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
 

MDGs in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

 
Spanish, 
English, 
French, 

Portuguese 
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Luis Felipe Lopez Calva 
Chief Economist, UNDP 
Regional Bureau for Latin 
America and the Caribbean 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
MDGs in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

 
Spanish, 
English 

Stefano Pettinato 
MDGs Policy Adviser, UNDP 
Regional Bureau for Latin 
America and the Caribbean 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
MDGs in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

 
Spanish, 
English, 
Italian 

Alicia Barcena 
Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of the UN 
Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ECLAC) 

 
Felix Ibanex 

felix.ibanez@eclac.org 
 

 
MDGs in Latin America 
and the Caribbean 

 
English, 
Spanish 

Marina Ponti 
Deputy Director for Europe, 
UN Millennium Campaign 

 

Kara Alaimo 
+1 212 906 6399 

kara.alaimo@undp.org 

 
Advocacy on the MDGs 

in Europe 

 

English, 
French, 
Italian 

Kori Udovicki  
Assistant Secretary-General, 

Assistant Administrator, 
UNDP, and Director, Regional 
Bureau for Europe and the CIS 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
MDGs in Eastern Europe 

and the CIS 

 
English, 
Spanish 

Ben Slay 
Chief Economist, UNDP 

Regional Bureau for Europe 
and the CIS 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
MDGs in Eastern Europe 

and the CIS 

 
English, 
Russian 

Jacek Cukrowski 
Economic Development 

and Trade Advisor, UNDP, 
Bratislava 

 
Sandra Macharia 
+1 212 906 5377 

sandra.macharia@undp.org 

 
MDGs in Eastern Europe 

and the CIS 

 
 

English 

Jan Kubis 
Under-Secretary-General and 
Executive Secretary of the UN 
Economic Commission for 

Europe (ECE) 

 
Jean Rodriguez 

Jean.rodriguez@unece.org 
 

 
MDGs in Europe and  

the CIS 

 
English, 
Russian 

Anita Sharma 
North America Coordinator, 
UN Millennium Campaign 

 

Kara Alaimo 
+1 212 906 6399 

kara.alaimo@undp.org 

 
Advocacy on the MDGs 

in North America 

 
English 

 
 
 

NGO Spokespeople 
 

John McArthur 
Chief Executive, Millennium 
Promise; Deputy Director, 
UN Millennium Project 

 

Erin Trowbridge 

trowbridge@ei.columbia.edu 
+1 917 291 7974 

 

 
 

Millennium Villages 

 
 

English 

 


