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Introduction

The High-Level Panel Discussion on “NEPAD and theD®&: Progress,
Challenges and the Way Forward” was co-organizedJByOSAA, UN-DPI and the
African Union’'s NEPAD Agency as part of the evemarking the commemoration of
the 10" anniversary of the New Partnership for Africa’svBlepment (NEPAD) at the
United Nations Headquarters.

Objectives

The Panel Discussion provided a unique opportutdtytake stock of the
achievements, progress and challenges of NEPAD twerpast 10 years and its
contribution to achieving the Millennium Developme@oals, and to chart the way
forward for a successful implementation of this poemensive Africa-owned and Africa-
led development programme in the coming decade.

Specifically, the Panel discussion aimed at raisawgareness of the NEPAD
Agency within the UN system and with other interoad&l development partners,
including foundations, the private sector, NGOsnkhtanks, and academia; at sharing
lessons learned from the partnerships and at awrplarew ways to strengthen these
partnerships between the NEPAD Agency and intevnatidevelopment partners. The
Panel discussion also entailed reflection on thecess and remaining challenges for
actualizing Africa’s transformation agenda, inchgli the necessity of mobilizing
domestic and external resources; and to encourageiniplementation of NEPAD
Agency’s priorities through reliable monitoring aadsessment mechanism on shared
goals and commitments in support of the continerdisstainable development.
Furthermore, the discussion was expected to idehtiv the international community,
including the UN system, could better support flagship programme.

Participation and Format

The Panel was moderated by Mr. Cheick Sidi Diatyaijted Nations Under-
Secretary-General and Special Adviser on Africag avas addressed by high-level
panellists including H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz AbBiser, President of the"66ession of
the United Nations General Assembly; Dr. Asha-Rbbgiro, United Nations Deputy
Secretary-General; Dr. Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, CEie¢cutive Officer of the NEPAD
Agency; H.E. Prof. Amos Sawyer, Member of the ParidEminent Personalities of the
APRM; Dr. Namanga A. Ngongi, President of the Alta for a Green Revolution in
Africa (AGRA); and Mr. Emmanuel Nnadozie, Directar Economic Development and
NEPAD Division of the United Nations Economic Conssion for Africa (on behalf of
Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretaryhef United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa).

Following the statements and presentations delivdrg the panellists, the
moderator opened the floor to all participants for interactive discussion. The
participants included UN member states, membertheoNEPAD Steering Committee,



representatives from the African Union CommissiddEPAD Agency, APRM
Secretariat, representatives of the UN system) siiety, academia and the private
sector.

Panel Discussion

After welcoming the panellists and participants,. ldiarra recalled the special
occasion of the IDanniversary and commended the CEO of the NEPADh&gand his
team for a successful first decade. He then bredilyred his views on the topic “NEPAD
and the MDGs: Progress, Challenges and the Way ddiwio set the stage for the
discussion. Mr. Diarra emphasized that the 10thvansary was an opportune time to
reflect on achievements of the NEPAD programmetsnfirst decade, the remaining
challenges and the way forward. He then stressatdAttiica remained a top priority of
the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moam, geminded the audience that the
NEPAD initiative drew on the Millennium Declaraticand shared many of its goals
including the MDGs. In this regard, he valued theoice of both development
frameworks for the exercises. On the way forward, Marra highlighted the importance
of supporting African resource mobilization and leHprivate-partnerships to finance
the implementation of NEPAD priorities. Mr. Diarpaioceeded with the introduction of
the keynote speakers and panellists.

Keynote addresses

() H.E. Mr. Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, Presidenbf the 66th session of the
United Nations General Assembly

In his statement, Mr. Al-Nasser congratulated NEPRABSfrica’'s flagship
programme for socio-economic development, for@stabution to remarkable economic
success and social progress in Africa over the gasade. While acknowledging the
remaining challenges, he illustrated his commitnieraiddress them by the focus given
to sustainable development and global prosperitiea8’ session of the United Nations
General Assembly. He acknowledged the role of NEHADnNobilizing political and
financial commitments for Africa’s development.

He then announced the launch of informal consoltati co-facilitated by Kenya
and Sweden, on a proposed monitoring mechanismevigw commitments towards
Africa’s development needs. Mr. Al-Nasser also hgitted the need to look beyond aid
while strengthening partnerships with NEPAD in ttentext of a productive global
partnership which includes mutually beneficial #ahd investment relationships as well
as global climate protection. At the end, he reafid the commitment of the United
Nations General Assembly to address Africa’s dgwalent needs, achieve the MDGs
and strengthen global partnership within the NERfework.

(b) Dr. Asha-Rose Migiro, Deputy-Secretary-GeneralUnited Nations



In her statement, Dr. Migiro expressed her apptieciaon the examination of
Africa’s progress towards the achievement of the @4D She then provided a brief
historical background on NEPAD insisting on its lesgrown nature, mentioning that it
was designed as a launch pad to move Africa tmsperous future and address poverty
eradication and sustainable growth. She highlighitatlit was built around Africa’s own
human resources, in particular women. While appteg the efforts of Africans and
their development partners, Dr. Migiro highlightée contributions of the CAADP and
the APRM. As she was praising the achievementsMigiro noted the commendable
economic progress reached in Africa, progress aitineeducation, agriculture and food
security, and gender empowerment, together conitngpto MDG gains.

Dr. Migiro, however, noted the limited progress halving poverty and
highlighted key challenges including access to deeeployment, maternal mortality,
poor water sanitation, conflict, climate changeudht and desertification. Dr. Migiro
reaffirmed the commitment of the United Nationspgart for Africa’s development and
elaborated on the actions taken in this regard. Iigiidighted the efforts by the United
Nations Secretary-General and herself within the G/Bfrica Steering group and
working group in mobilizing support for financinga partnerships to work on goals that
Africa is off track. She introduced the role of tMDG Acceleration framework in
assisting national governments to overcome keyaclest to progress. At the end, Dr.
Migiro emphasized the importance of leadership ealted for the implementation of
commitments towards NEPAD and the achievementeMbGs.

Statements

(@) Dr. Ibrahim Assane Mayaki, Chief Executive Offcer of the NEPAD
Planning and Coordinating Agency

In his intervention, Dr. Mayaki expressed gratitudell the partners of NEPAD.
He briefed the meeting on the role and efforts &PRD as a strategy to attain the
MDGs. He highlighted the various achievements oPRE by linking them to specific
MDGs such as CAADP to MDG 1, NEPAD e-school initiatand NEPAD school
feeding programme to MDG 2, NEPAD Gender framewr®MDG 3, health policies
such as the harmonization of medicines regulatiofdDGs 4 and 5, several initiatives
like the NEPAD TerrAfrica programme, the NEPAD eoviment initiative, the great
green wall and the activities of the African Mimisg Conference on Environment
(AMCEN) in support of MDG 7 and the efforts inestgthening partnerships through
regional integration and the participation to GloBara like the G8 and G20 meetings to
meet MDG 8.

While raising the key challenges to implementation, Mayaki emphasized the
need to revert to economic planning to cover thdtiraactoral challenges to sustainable



development. He appreciated the critical suppaviped by the United Nations over the
past decade and recognized the increasing contnibof South-South Cooperation to
Africa’s development efforts.

(b) Prof. Amos Sawyer, Member of the Panel of Eming Personalities of the
African Peer Review Mechanism

In his presentation, Prof. Sawyer elaborated on dhgins, objectives and
structure of the APRM as well as on the peer reyeocess. Prof. Sawyer emphasised
the inclusiveness and voluntary nature of this &sini initiative. While encouraging
African member states to join the mechanism, hedthat the membership comprised
thirty (30) African countries among which fourtedth4) had been reviewed. He
highlighted some of the positive impacts broughttbg APRM reviews such as the
broadening of political space as well as the proomobf social and inclusive dialogue
and gave concrete examples such as the deepenogaicratic culture in Ghana and
the reduction in foreign aid dependency in Kenya.

Prof. Sawyer presented some of the key challengsisding the voluntary nature
of the mechanism and the related failure of soment@s to accede to the process,
resource constraints and insufficient implementatad the National Programme of
Action. While acknowledging the support receiveohirthe partners and specifically the
strategic partners (African Development Bank, UNDRECA), he called for a stronger
partnership between APRM and NEPAD to align prattnd institutional arrangements
in the deliverables.

(c) Dr. Namanga Ngongi, President of the Allianceol a Green Revolution in
Africa (AGRA)

After appreciating the innovative role of NEPAD,.IMamanga explained the
alignment of the work of AGRA to NEPAD’s goals aG@MADP framework and their
partnership to accelerate development in agriceltde emphasized the catalyzing factor
of CAADP in establishing the green revolution asrddrica based on tangible results in
Rwanda, Ghana, Malawi, Mali, Tanzania, Zambia atiers. Dr. Namanga highlighted
the positive changes taking place on the Africancafjural sector to address food
security. He also advocated for an African-led @agdture transformation based on
research led by African scientists and politicaldership.

After reaffirming AGRA’s commitment to a strengtleeh partnership with
NEPAD, Dr. Namanga highlighted some of the key ewhiments, including the
establishment of an African Fertilizer Agribusinésatnership to address the supply side
constraints of the fertilizer value-chain. On thayworward, he outlined three areas to
strengthen AGRA's partnership with NEPAD, includin@ increasing political
commitment and resources for African agriculturg;gdvocacy for increased financing
for African agriculture; and (iii) development dh&ncing mechanisms in collaboration
with the private financial sector to improve aghatal financing.



(d) Mr. Emmanuel Nnadozie, Director of Economic Deglopment and
NEPAD Division of the United Nations Economic Comnssion for Africa (on
behalf of Under-Secretary-General and Executive Seetary of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Africa)

In the statement delivered on behalf of the ExeeuBecretary of UNECA, Mr.
Nnadozie emphasized the importance of the nexuseleet NEPAD and the MDGs in
achieving sustainable development in Africa notimgt the former could be described as
the framework to achieve the latter in Africa. NNnadozie gave a few examples to
illustrate the common purposes and mutuality okeotiyes such as poverty reduction
through agriculture and food security, or the Cdidated Plan of Action (CPA) for
Science and Technology intended to provide knowdedigat will backstop the
educational, health and environmental aims of th23d in Africa. He then recalled the
success of the MDGs in galvanizing political suppor human development in the sense
of influencing policy discourse and as a basis fm@asuring progress in achieving
consensually agreed goals, targets and indicatées.highlighted some of the key
progress in both development goals, including pgydrunger, education, and gender
empowerment notably raised in the joint UNECA-AU@>S and UNDP annual
regional report on Africa’s progress towards the GAD

Mr. Nnadozie then presented some of the significantaining challenges to the
implementation of NEPAD, including the level ofenbational support to Africa, the role
of the private sector, mobilization of domesticowses, the role and state of other
institutions governing development in Africa. Hegllighted the main initiatives and
mechanisms through which UNECA plays a criticalerah extending support to the
African Union Commission and its NEPAD Agency swahthe Regional Consultation
Mechanism for Africa and the Ten-Year Capacity-Bimg initiative. On the way
forward, Mr. Nnadozie underscored the need for pmiee in policy-making and
partnerships with Africa, as well as for the Unitsdtions support to NEPAD. At the
end, he mentioned the ongoing discussion on pdsd-2ievelopment agenda and noted
the need to translate the strategic vision andctibgs of NEPAD into deliberations and
eventual outcomes. He commended Dr. Mayaki on @feahniversary and reaffirmed
UNECA'’s continued strong commitment to supportingida’s regional, subregional and
national efforts to achieve the MDGs and implenteatNEPAD agenda.

Interactive Discussion

= All the participants welcomed and congratulated thanellists on their
presentations. They also expressed their congtatgafor the 18 anniversary
of NEPAD. Development partners seized the oppadyumd reaffirm their
commitment to support NEPAD and Africa's developtmen

» During the discussion, the impact of the globalreeoic and financial crises on
Africa's development strategy was discussed, aadctimsequences of the shift
towards a green economy were raised. Interest \gasexpressed on a broad



range of issues affecting Africa’s development, ludng the post-2015
development agenda of the UN, mobilization of supfmm non- traditional
donors and the use of innovative financing, involeat of academia and civil
society organizations in the implementation of NEPAriorities, the need for
orienting domestic resource mobilized towards cdfure and infrastructure, the
importance of meeting commitments and pledges siscleapacity building of
African institutions by development partners ande thatification and
implementation of African Union decisions by Africanember states and the
involvement of Regional Economic Communities in MEP implementation.
The contribution of the diaspora, and in particulee issues of brain-drain and
brain-gain were also raised. The discussion alseerea the establishment of
financing mechanisms for agriculture.

Concerns on the potential threats posed by the inggglobal financial and
economic crises to Africa’s development and develept financing in particular
were raised. This adverse situation could be reghag an opportunity for Africa
because the crises led to a shift of global ecoa@iivity focus from the virtual
to the real economy. In this context, Africa’s higansity of natural resources
was considered a key potential asset.

Along the same lines, the low level of aid delivenyd aid effectiveness were
highlighted in the context of the massive resoureguirements for the

implementation of the NEPAD programme. Domestiovese mobilization, the

mobilization of resources from non-traditional doo the framework of South-
South Cooperation, as well as the use of innovdiivencing were raised as
important sources to explore.

Domestic resource mobilization should supplemeatsthortfalls in the financing
of the partnership to improve policy space in Adridhis could be achieved by
improving public revenue collection and orient 8pgending towards agriculture
and infrastructure development.

It was noted that domestic resource mobilizatiors wigaking great strides in
Africa, especially in light of the impacts of théobal financial and economic
crises on the continent. The number of countriesereshresources from
development assistance exceed domestically motilimsources has fallen
dramatically in recent years. Furthermore, domesggource mobilization is a
way to shift from aid dependency to developmergativeness and for this reason
will remain a priority of NEPAD.

The following key challenges of domestic resourcebilization were raised:
taxing natural resources; capacity for tax admiaigin; and the deepening of the
tax base. Regarding non- traditional donors, it mai®d that they invested more
in non-social sectors such as infrastructure. NEP#&&s already considering
innovative financing as a key area to work on.



Another concern focused on the shift towards theemgreconomy and its
implication on Africa’s development. It was notdtht NEPAD should promote
green growth on a continent where less than 7 perokthe population has
access to modern energy. The promotion of greergesecannot only accelerate
growth, but also lead to more inclusive growththis regard, the African Union
Commission and its NEPAD Agency were working ortrategic framework on

biofuels. At the same time, climate change, whimat Africa’s responsibility,

will affect the continent strongly and adversely, there were calls for more
support for Africa in climate change adaptation amtigation efforts.

Development partners, traditional and non tradalpnunderscored their
contributions in the area of agriculture, infrasture, healthcare, human
development. For example, the Spanish governmescbontributed €10 million
through the five-year NEPAD Spanish Fund for Afrid&omen Empowerment.

Regarding the implementation of NEPAD programme Africa’s development

agenda, concerns over mutual accountability on cibmemts were raised. On the
one hand, it was noted that the international conityefforts had to be met, as
in the case of capacity-building of African contite and subregional
institutions. On the other hand, African countrieere urged to ratify and
implement African Union decisions. In this contekie forthcoming consultative
process at the United Nations General Assembly oroaitoring mechanism to
review Africa’s development needs offered some miggésolution to the mutual

accountability on development commitments.

As for the inclusiveness on the implementation &PAD, consideration was
given to the involvement of the Regional Economignnunities (RECS) in
translating plans into concrete action. Furthefored were underway to raise
awareness on NEPAD in the academia through lectwrds as the one planned at
Columbia University and in engaging with civil setyi and parliamentarians.

The importance of security and governance nexus higtdy considered as a
prerequisite to sustainable development. In thisteod, food security has been
raised as a potential challenge to which measumes heen applied. Among the
efforts towards food security, the roadmap to impragricultural production in
Africa was prepared through the cooperation within@h Within the G20
framework, price fluctuations of commodities as Iwels food and the
establishment of a food supply reserve system wedertaken. For instance at
the Economic Community of West African States (ECAYY, a system was put
in place to own and collect food reserves for foddes outbreaks.

Beyond, financing mechanisms to develop agricultuege highlighted, such as
those promoting credit guarantee and risk shaithgmees for small farm holders.
In this connection, the public sector could leverdg resources and involve the
private sector in agriculture financing, leavingmapublic resources for research
funding.



On the way forward, the critical issue of revertitogdevelopment planning in
Africa was raised to address the comprehensiveiseatoral priorities including
the MDGs. In this context, China’s experience waghlighted as a useful
example for Africa.

On the APRM, it was noted that its comprehensivd &road approach to
enhance good economic and political governance dvaudntribute to the
achievement of all the MDGs. The support that tHeRM has received from
strategic international partners such as the AfriEevelopment Bank, UNDP
and UNECA, was also noted.

The critical role and contribution of the diasp@s the 8 African region was
acknowledged and appreciated. Some issues fordmyasion to limit the brain
drain included: dual citizenship, facilitation @location, institutions to safeguard
investments of the diaspora, and the transmissifoknowledge back to the
continent. In this regard, it was noted that Afrisdagging behind other regions
in the generation of knowledge because of the farugrimary education. To
address this issue, the continent will have to shwue tertiary education and catch
up with the rest of the world.

The interactive discussions also raised the isse&sting to the post-2015
development agenda. Africa has been engaged iningfthis agenda. UNECA,
in collaboration with the African Union, is suppog a dialogue driven by
Africans in the spirit of NEPAD.



